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OFF ROAD VEHICILE TASK FORCE RESIDENT CORRESPONDENCE 
Submitted prior to 12noon on Wednesday, March 17th, 2021 

 

From: Barbara/Harold 
Sent: Monday, February 08, 2021 7:21 PM 
To: Pat Dunn 
Subject: ATVs 

I want to add my voice to the objections to the ATV trail through town.  You would know the reasons 
as this has been raised before.  Please consider the environment and the people of Lindsay and do 
not proceed with this trail. 

Barbara 

 

From: Doug Banks [ 
Sent: Monday, February 08, 2021 11:13 AM 
To: Pat Dunn 
Cc: Andy Letham 
 

Subject: Atv right away through Lindsay 
Dear Sirs, 
I has come to my attention that there is a move to allow ATVs access through Lindsay. I am 
concerned about this from a safety, environmental and degradation of infrastructures issue. I hope 
that this will move will be voted down. 
Regards, Donna Banks 
 

On Feb 13, 2021, at 6:16 PM, Ellen Woodward wrote: 

In 2020 money was budgeted for an Active Transportation Plan which was badly needed. This was 
postponed, but it is my understanding that a request for proposal has been sent. 

I do not think any discussion about the use of trails should be taking place prior to the completion of 
this report. 

Both the Legacy and Rotary Trail are experiencing unusually heavy users who were formerly 
unaware of these trails prior to Covid. We are all aware of the increase in population due to 
increasing housing.  There is every reason to believe that useage will continue to rise. 

In addition, the above trails are the only place I feel safe, since I have mobility issues. 

It goes without saying that the introduction of motorized vehicles defeat citizens rights to quiet 
enjoyment and a pollution free environment. 

I fail to find any justification to allow a small percentage of the population to negatively affect the 
environment and the majority. 

Ellen Woodward 
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On Feb 14, 2021, at 4:39 PM, Gail Dagneault wrote: 

Hello Pat 

I just would like to add my voice to those who do not want ATV's on the Legacy Trail or other trails in 
town. 

I walk the trails and really don't have a problem with them on the outer trails - but when walking with 
some of my more senior friends this is not what we want in the city. 

Not only noisy - but a deterrent to wildlife we love to see. 

Thank you 

Gail Dagneault 

 

On Feb 14, 2021, at 8:47 AM, Jan & Chris Guillard wrote: 

We do not wish for any ORV/ ATV to have access to any road or street in Lindsay.  There are plenty 
of trails presently available here for this purpose. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jan & Chris Guillard 

 

From: Jamie Morris  
Sent: February 15, 2021 6:53 PM 
To: Pat Dunn 
Cc: Tracy Richardson; Kathleen Seymour-Fagan 
Subject: Off Road Vehicle Task Force 

Hello Pat, 

I’m writing to you in your capacity as Chair of the Off Road Vehicle Task Force and copying the two 
other councillor members. 

After watching the February 5th initial meeting of the Task Force, I have concerns I want to register. 

Councillors Seymour-Fagan and Richardson and Steve Lane all referred to “special interests” that 
might be opposed to ORVs (Off-Road Vehicles) on roads. Two questions about that: Are ORV 
owners not a special interest group?  What “special interests” were the councillors referring to and 
do those interests not matter and not need to be taken into consideration, too? 

Councillor Seymour-Fagan talked of the need to “put a positive spin” on ORV use of roads.  Why 
should the task force be putting ANY kind of “spin”?  Should it not be looking at issues around ORV 
use of roads in a fair, even-handed way? 

Your Terms of Reference direct that the task force “Review and provide recommendation(s) to 
Council” on “restrictions or prohibitions related to the use of off road vehicles.” 
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In the first meeting the unspoken assumption seemed to be that whether ORVs should have access 
to roads was a settled issue and that the task force  job was to find the best linkages between trails 
and to set down some ground rules. 

Durham, Northumberland  and Peterborough Counties and the municipalities of Selwyn and 
Cavan/Monoghan are among the jurisdictions that do NOT allow ORVs on the roads. What are their 
reasons for rejecting the idea? Will their reasons be discussed and given consideration? 

My hope is that your Task Force will consider the interests of ALL residents (not just ORV 
operators), will not dismiss those with concerns as nay-sayers and “special interests,”  and will not 
begin from an assumption that ORVS should have access to roads. 

Regards, 

Jamie Morris 

 

From: Chantal Wooldridge 
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2021 12:45 PM 
To: Pat Dunn; Andy Letham; Patrick O'Reilly; Tracy Richardson; Kathleen Seymour-Fagan 
Subject: ATVs on Legacy Trail 

Hi there, 

I'm new to the area but just moved to the Springdale Gardens neighborhood in November. 

I have heard through the grapevine that the city is examining the use of Lindsay trails to permit ATV 
use on them.  Although I have not been here long, I have already used this trail often to get out and 
clear my head. 

I work from home and having this in my backyard is a big reason I selected this neighborhood to live 
in. 

Allowing off road vehicles to use this trail would have a major safety impact on all those who use it to 
bike, walk, run, unwind, especially children and seniors. 

Not to mention the noise it would cause and the potential for our house prices to be affected. 

Please let me know if there is a more formal way to voice my concerns 

Kindly, 

Chantal Wooldridge 

 

 

 

On Feb 16, 2021, at 10:06 AM, wrote: 
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Re: An Off Road Vehicle (ORV) Task Force has been formed by the City of Kawartha Lakes to 
determine which of  Lindsay's Roads, Streets and Trails could be open for ORV use (this includes 
ATV's). The Iron Bridge and Nayoro Park exiting out George St. East and connecting Roads, Streets 
and Trails have all been mentioned for use by Lindsay Councilor Pat Dunn. In order to access these 
streets the Legacy Trail (north ward trail) and possibly the Rotary Trail (river trail) would need to be 
considered. 

I have concerns because of: 

 Safety Impact  -  a safe place within our town for all, but especially our children and seniors 

 Health Impact - loss of a healthy, pollution free, safe place for exercise 

 Noise Impact -  the quiet areas for walking and cycling for Lindsay residents & visitors would be 
lost 

 Household Impact - all of the above would impact homes adjacent to the ORV/ATV routes 

 Environmental Impact  -  the birds, wild life, vegetation and terrain would be severely 
compromised. 

There are currently hundreds of kilometres of trails and roads around Lindsay for ORV/ATV use. 

I am also concerned  that there is no representation from Environmental groups, Non-motorized Trail 
Use groups and Conservation professionals on the Task Force. 

The City needs to consider its potential legal and liability risks in allowing motor vehicles on trails. 

Sincerely, 

Steve and Anne Coppin 

 

On Feb 16, 2021, at 9:09 AM, Glenda Morris wrote: 

Dear Councillor Dunn, 

I am writing today in response to viewing the first meeting of the ATV task force. You are welcome to 
share this with other members of the group. It is disappointing and discouraging to see that the task 
force is proceeding with an assumption that connectivity to trails is desirable, and the task force’s 
main objective is to determine the locations. No other view, no other options can be heard to be 
under consideration. Instead the mission that has been agreed to is to put a “positive spin” on 
increasing ATV traffic. 

Those of us who walk the trails in Lindsay do so to escape exposure to the noise and fumes of 
motorized vehicles. Increasing motorized traffic on trails will undermine their primary purpose and 
compromise the quality of the outdoor experience for a considerable number of residents. Are you 
aware of the level of pedestrian traffic on the trails that go through Lindsay? A casual observation of 
footprints after a snowfall would be instructive. 

My response is not intended to demonize ATV riders, but to point out that the activity is not good for 
the environment, runs contrary to the priorities identified in the CKL Healthy Environment Plan, and 
thus not good for the community in general. 
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A municipal council has the power to present bylaws and build infrastructure that promote activities 
healthy for the participant and the environment. I’m looking to you for leadership in promoting 
personal and environmental health. 

I hope you will reconsider the premise of the task force, give consideration to other options, and host 
a healthy discussion that gives respectful consideration to a wide range of voices. 

Regards,  

Glenda Morris 

 

From: Peter Petrosoniak 

Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2021 11:15 PM 

To: Pat Dunn; Tracy Richardson; Kathleen Seymour-Fagan  

Cc: Andy Letham; Patrick O'Reilly; Emmett Yeo; Doug Elmslie; Ron Ashmore; Andrew Veale; Bryan 
Robinson; Chris Marshall 

Subject: Comments re ATV Task Force issues 

Dear Councillor Dunn and members of the ATV Task Force, 

Given that you have started your Task Force meetings, we at Green Trails Alliance, wish to bring the 
following issues for your consideration as you deliberate the ATV concerns. 

First, let me say that we are disappointed that the composition of the Task Force does not comply 
with the Terms of Reference established by Council in December 2020 which specifically directs that 
consideration for the composition of the Task Force “shall be given by the Council representatives to 
select a broad range of public interests to ensure rounded and fulsome discussion on the Activities”.  
Unfortunately, your Council representatives chose the President of the Kawartha ATV Association 
(KATVA), another member of KATVA, a former fire chief with a previous ATV organizing role in a 
neighbouring community and a police officer who is interested in promoting ATV use.  You have no 
members of our citizenry who might have other "public interests” to round out a fulsome discussion.  
Therefore, we will be providing you with some things to consider as you debate this issue. 

Secondly, it is very concerning to us that this Task Force has been established only in December 
2020 with a mandate to complete a report within 6 months.  Meanwhile, the Active Transportation 
Plan (ATP) for the City of Kawartha Lakes had been budgeted for in late 2019 and it has taken over 
a year to prepare a Request For Proposals (RFP) for a consultant.  Furthermore, Council has not yet 
struck an ATP Committee or Task Force.  Because these two activities may be in conflict with each 
other, by-laws pursuant to the ATV Task Force recommendations should not be presented prior to 
the Active Transportation Plan.  It appears as if the ATV community wishes are being rammed 
through under cover of the pandemic while the ATP is only slowly working its way through the 
bureaucracy.  Because issues related to the Active Transportation Plan are relevant to all of Council, 
I am copying this e-mail to all councillors.  

We understand that the Province has revised its legislation permitting ATV use on all roads unless a 
municipality writes a by-law to restrict ATV use.  However, Kawartha Lakes already has a by-law 
enacted in 2019 which means there is no, if any, overwhelming rush to change its provisions. 
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We also want to disabuse some of the Councillors of the notion that you might have push-back from 
special interest groups.  I am not certain who those are but I must remind you that every citizen in 
this City deserves the same respect as every other and must not be demeaned as a member of a 
“special interest group”.   Special interest groups are typically those with a narrow self-interest, 
usually financial and often with a sophisticated lobbying apparatus.  If the special interest group 
referred to by the Councillor is persons who walk, which is whom Green Trails represent, then every 
citizen in this City is a part of that group.  Perhaps, the Task Force might self-reflect and ask whether 
KATVA is a special interest group. 

We realize that your next meeting this week will consider which roads and/or trails to open for ATV 
use.  We caution you NOT to consider the walking trails of Lindsay, for example the Legacy Trail, the 
Rotary Trail or other such trails in Lindsay, for ATV use.  These are ribbons of wilderness in an urban 
area for walkers and bikers and must not be incurred upon by Off-Road Vehicles. 

As stakeholders of this issue, we will continue to provide you with input as you continue your 
deliberations.  We thank you for allowing us to be involved. 

Peter Petrosoniak 

Vice-President, Green Trails Alliance 

 

On Feb 16, 2021, at 5:04 PM, Derek Anderson wrote: 

I am writing to voice a strong disapproval of the use of ATV on CKL Streets and Trails. 

It is my belief that ATV should be banned from all community streets within the communities in CKL 
and also banned from all trails within 15 km of each community within the CKL. 

It is vary hard to find areas where you are not subjected to the noise and pollution caused by ATV.  

Even with parts of the heritage trail trail being posted and not for ATV (the paved area from town 
towards Ken Reid) ATV owners still ride that section. 

Should we really award the ATV riders for poor performance.  

In my opinion ATV owners should trailer their vehicles to approved trails and stay off community 
streets and trails 

Derek Anderson 

 

 

Hi Brianne, 

I just wanted to send you an e-mail of support on behalf of a resident. His name is Paul Kennedy, 
and his address is XXX, Lindsay. He said that he is thrilled to hear that he and his wife may be able 
to access trails from Lindsay should this motion go through.  

He expressed to me that he did not feel confident in using technology and therefore requested that I 
send an e-mail on his behalf. He can be reached at phone number XXXXX. 
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From: Markles < > 
Date: February 17, 2021 at 12:10:19 AM EST 
To: delmslie@kawarthalakes.ca 
Subject: ATVs on roads 

Hi Doug. Long time no say. I hope you are well. 
I hate to go off half cocked but the KFN sent a notice about a movement to allow ATV use on local 
streets. Residing above the rail trail that runs along Cameron Lake, I can not imagine ATVs and 
snowmobiles using our streets in great numbers. (I have seen them on our streets which suggests it 
is legal.) They are very noisy and even when they travel across the lake at a considerable distance 
they disrupt a quiet environment. Secondly, their fumes are atrocious when close at hand. If they are 
to be accepted, then they should be forced to meet low noise and low fume standards as cars must. 
Best wishes, Brian Markle,  Fenelon Falls  
 

On Feb 18, 2021, at 11:33 AM, Michael JH wrote: 

Good morning Pat, my name is Michael Hoskin.  I understand you have a major role in the 
discussions surrounding the use of Off Road Vehicles on or in relation to the Victoria Rail Trail 
Corridor.  If you are looking for any information pertaining to the Victoria Rail Trail, particularly that 
area of the trail that stretches from Garnet Graham Park in Fenelon Falls up to Northline Road in the 
former Fenelon Township (Ward 3), I can supply your review committee with some helpful 
information.  

I was born in Fenelon Falls many years ago and our family has been in the Fenelon Falls/Verulam 
area since 1854.  I am a retired individual who now resides on our family farm here in the former 
Fenelon Township.  Since I moved back to the farm I have been working with personnel from the 
City of Kawartha Lakes, on issues related to motorized vehicles on the Victoria Rail Trail Corridor in 
our area.  The efforts put forth by me, Mr. Ron Taylor (CAO for the city), Craig Shanks, Aaron Sloan, 
Jenn Johnson and Ryan Smith, are all related to the safe, lawful and harmonious operation of 
motorized vehicles on the rail trail in this area. 

If I can assist your committee, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, Michael Hoskin  

 

As another season approaches we are faced yet again with the prospect of dozens of ORVs 
thundering down our road, stirring up dust, destroying the roads and disturbing the peace and quiet 
of our retirement home.  It has been brought to our attention that the task force that was set up and 
supposedly chosen from a roster of concerned citizens appears to have 2 past and present 
presidents of the local ATV club and a police officer on record as supporting open roads.  How is this 
a fair and honest representation?  I am aware that you are in favour of open roads but I don't get 
it.  These clubs have miles of trails at their disposal.  Why is it necessary that they have access to 
municipal roads for which they do not pay any taxes toward upkeep and in fact are a huge liability, 
insurance-wise? Yes, I get that they want access to the villages but for what??!!  Are they going into 
Millbrook to buy antiques, bridal gowns and quilts?  Only a handful of business owners will profit 
while those of us on the affected roads suffer the consequences. 
Sandra and Don Smith 

mailto:delmslie@kawarthalakes.ca
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Dear Ms. Richardson...... I certainly was pleased, when informed Council was creating a task force 
to “review off road vehicle use of municipal roads and report back to Council on or before March 
2021.” I managed to find the correct form, filled it in, and sent it off immediately. I’m certainly 
disappointed not to have been selected (or even interviewed). I’m assuming my application was 
considered? 
 
Following along on recent news and announcements, I must say the committee selection has 
sparked some comment in my community. The councillors picking the four residents to serve on the 
committee were instructed to "select a broad range of public interests to ensure rounded and 
fulsome discussion on the Activities.” 
 
Really? That instruction appears to have been completely ignored. The committee is stacked with 
ORV supporters, including Steve Lane and Carolyn Richards, the past and current presidents of the 
KATVA.  A third committee member worked with Lane and Richards in the past to open more roads 
in CoKL, Trent Lakes and Havelock. The only member who could be considered close to neutral, is a 
Kawartha Lakes police officer - and he's on record as thinking more ORVs would be great for 
tourism. 
 
“Broad range of public interests” indeed. I am pretty sure I can guess the recommendations well in 
advance of the deadline. 
 
Sincerely, John DeMaria. 

 

 
From: Tim Bryant < >  
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 5:39 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ATVs in Lindsay 
 
Hi, I'm a homeowner in Lindsay and an ATV enthusiast living on xxxxxxxxxxxxxx. I hold a pass for the 
Kawartha atv association trails including the Victoria rail trail.  
 

With the rules currently in place I have to load my ATVs onto a trailer and truck, strap it all down, 
bring ramps, and locks and drive about 10 blocks to thunder ridge road where the ATV allowance 
resumes on the VRT. It takes a good 30 minutes to load up (at least, especially strapping down 
several machines, and then almost the same to unload everything and then lock it all up, I then have 
to hope nobody steals my ramps or vandalized my truck for however many hours I decide to ride for. 
Obviously this takes time and effort that often means I don't go out on weekends where I don't have 
as much time, or I don't have help as loading the ATVs into my truck is always a bit risky alone in 
case I were to fall or have a machine fall on me.  
 

I would very much appreciate permission to ride the few blocks to the trail head following the 
provincially established rules for ATVs on the road and I'm sure many others in town would too. Most 
membership holders are good people and will do our best to keep our noise down and give lots of 
space to pedestrians and cars. Perhaps a rule of the allowance should be a valid trail permit to prove 
we are in fact headed to a trail head. Valid trail pass holders are generally people interested in 
keeping the activity alive and flourishing within the constraints of the law and realise misuse leads to 
bans. Law breakers will be law breakers regardless, we hope they would not be lumped with us who 
respect the current laws.  
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I understand that there are some people who will abuse allowances through towns and will disturb 
other residences, I'm a realistic person... however they seem to do what they want anyways whether 
the allowances are there or not. I understand that the council will likely (and sensibly) add time 
constraints to any allowances permitted so that there is no extraneous noise too early or too late in 
the day.  
 

Concerning the Victoria rail trial, there is no fuel available until Fenelon Falls going north from 
Lindsay, and I'm not sure where the next station is going south, this means ATVs would definitely 
benefit from food and gas stops in Lindsay, which in turn benefits some of the local businesses.  
In an age of electronics and kids staying indoors and losing interest in outdoor activities, we need to 
do all we can to make it easy to enjoy outdoor activities and keep people interested in outdoor 
hobbies.  
 

Thank you for your time 
Tim Bryant, Lindsay resident and home owner.  
 

 
From: Burt Hardy < >  
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 5:44 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Resident/ ATV owner 
 
I’m in my early 60’s and my wife and I live along side the rail trail near kenri park. We have a side x 
side and enjoy riding. Up to now we have to trailer the ATV to other areas and ride there. As 
residents it would be nice to ride from our home. Also opening Lindsay and kawartha lakes up to 
side x sides and other ATV’s would benefit the economy here, verses spending our money in other 
areas. 
 

 
 
From: Ruth Treloar < >  
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 6:18 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Regarding Accessing ORV Trails More Easily 
 
Hi, 
 
My cottage is in Thurstonia. I would love to be able to directly access trails, and towns such as 
Lindsay and Bobcaygeon (for refreshments and gas) from my cottage.  
 
Thank you, 
Ruth Treloar 
 

 
From: mscriver < >  
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 6:48 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: City of Kawartha Lakes ATVING 
Thank you for giving us( ATV/SXS enthusiast ) the opportunity to expand our outdoor adventures 
within your communities. We are from Ajax Ontario and love the outdoors of your hidden gems within 
your communities. We base our touring on communities that allow us access to fuel, shops and 
restaurants and the communities within the Kawartha Lakes are friendly, inviting and beautifu. Keep 

mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca
mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca
mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca
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up the hard work and we'll keep your communities involved in our spring, summer and fall 
adventures. We are responsible ( what we take in we take out) and aware of local laws, rules and 
respect private property.  
Thank you again for your time and expertise. 
Mark and Lorraine Scriver  
 

 
From: Sandra Smith < >  
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 6:50 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ORVs in CKL 
 
I have already sent an email to Tracy regarding a) the makeup of the task force, which as far as I 
can see is completely made up of people who are already on record as in favour of ORVs (totally 
against your directive) and b) the fact that we live with intrusive ORVs and those people such as 
yourself, who make decisions about our life do not have to live with the consequences but selfishly 
want more and more.  Your blurb mentions 250 km. of trails.  If you have so much, why on earth is it 
necessary to travel on municipal roads? The  village of Bethany no longer has gasoline sales so one 
wonders what the attraction is there.  Lots of ATVs  outside the General store though.  If it were at all 
possible to sell our now white elephant of a home, we would.  We may as well live in a city and have 
less noise, smooth roads and for sure less dust. If it's so desirable to live right on the trail, email me -
-I've got a nice little 4 bedroom 3 bathroom place for sale. 
Sandra Smith 
 

 
From: Santiago Bernal <  
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 7:27 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Atv trails accessibility  
 
Good evening Councillor P. Dunn you I’m sending this email so my voice is heard on my opinion on 
opening roads up to atv side by side and any orv. I’m located in the Dunsford area and it would be 
nice to be able to ride up to the trails and parts of Lindsay from home. As it’s would be easier for a lot 
of people by opening up road for use rather than having to tow a trailer to the trails. You know 
sometimes you show up and there’s no parking or the parking spots are to thigh to maneuver a 12 
foot trailer around. Also having to worry if someone is gonna go and vandalize the trucks and trailers 
while riding the trails. Yea I know there could be concern of the atv travelling on the side of the roads 
while other vehicles are travelling at a higher rate of speed. How ever there’s many of back road that 
could be use to travel from Dunsford in to Lindsay. I hope this letter helps to open up/use roads in 
more area in the Kawarthas I’m just one of many that would love be able to ride from home into town 
and the trails that run through Lindsay. Thank you for your time for listening and reading the letter.  
Santiago  
 

 
From: Matt Hordyk < > 
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 7:39 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Promoting atv use  
 
To whom it may concern.  

mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca
mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca
mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca
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We have a cottage beside the balsam lake provincial park. We love to atv, and are members of 
Katva. Its hard to access the trail system by road without crossing Cobokonk  through town, which is 
currently illegal. Can anything be done about this?  
Thanks for your time and for your work on this and other related items!  
 
From Matt  
 

 
From: Mike < >  
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 9:27 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Riding the kawarthas  
 
Good evening, 
 
I want to say I think this is a great start to move in the right direction. I have lived in dunsford my 
entire life and resent my moved to Lindsay. I am a active ride with young family that loves to enjoy 
the trails.  We need to be able to have better road access to get to all the trails. To have to load the 
atvs on a trailer to travel a couple km to unload at Ken Ried or golden mile to head the other 
direction makes absolutely no sense.  The trails would be used more often and lead to more people 
stopping in the smaller villages if we could ride directly to the trails.  
 
This is easy to monitor, proper licences and insurance would ensure safe riding. My wife I I would 
love to be able to take the kids on a ride with us, safely and respectful ride to the trail and then be 
able to stop at the villages and shop and dine.  
 
Snowmobile are able to do this and if atvs could then people would travel toward Bethany for lunch 
for example. That ride from Lindsay to Bethany is a get ride, lunch in village and back but it is the 
most inconvenient ride as well.  
 
People ride through fenlon falls regularly and never have I seen issues arising. People, for the most 
part, are respectful and safe. We want to be able to ride and enjoy all the kawarthas not just the rail 
trail, there is way more to offer.  
 
Keeping it safe is very important bylaws can insure that; licences, insurance, proper gear, speed are 
all easily enforced and we as residents that atv should be given the opportunity to see and enjoy the 
great area we live in. 
 
Thanks for taking your time reading this and working with the city to enhance the atv experience in 
the kawarthas 
 
Mike  
 

 
 
From: Krystal Smith < >  
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 9:48 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Opening more roads 
 
Hi there, 

mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca
mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca
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I am writing this email to express my opinion on opening more roads to atv and possibly utvs. I am a 
resident of kawartha lakes (dunsford) and have been my whole life. Atv-ing has always been a huge 
part of my life growing up and now i get the chance to do the same with my children. We currently 
own several atvs and side by sides. We are a family of 5 and love spending time hitting the trails. 
Unfortunatly we have to trailer everything to where we want to ride. Generally we ride the vrt from 
lindsay and head north. We have several familes that ride along with us in total there are about 12 
atvs in our group. We always stop in along the way for food and gas. Thank god that Fenelon allows 
you to ride through town for that! We would love to be able to get to the west side of the river in 
lindsay to hit the trail without having to trailer and hope that all of our belongings are still at our truck 
when we return. I would say on average for a weekend for our family we spend about 200 to 250 
dollars on food and gas in our community. That does not include the friends we have with us. I hope 
this email is helpful! I cant wait until may 1st so we can get back out there and social distance the 
best way possible !!!  
 
Sincerly  
 
The Smiths  
 

 
From: Karen Hart < >  
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 10:46 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: atv 
 
Hello, have been reading up on your task force for atving…I live in the hamlet of Dunsford and 
purchased an atv just over a year ago…was very disappointed to find out that even though I am fully 
licensed and have full insurance on it, I cannot ride my atv down thurstonia road or cedar glen to the 
lake for swimming and visiting friends….makes me wonder why I even have it.  Thought it would be 
a great bit of entertainment last summer to go to the lake or visit friends on it…and eventually ride 
some trails…was very disappointed to find out I couldn’t ride it on the shoulder of the road down non 
highways, as I said I have full insurance and have been a licensed driver for over 40 years…I moved 
up “north” from the city 35 years ago to enjoy country life but feel a bit like there is a ton of rules the 
prohibit being able to enjoy our beautiful countryside here…am very interested in following along 
with this to see if some laws can be changed and allow atv riders a bit more freedom to enjoy 
them…was very glad to see this task force in place and have positive thoughts about the 
outcome…although not retired yet, I will be soon and would love to travel thurstonia road, cedar glen 
road, and around Dunsford with my husband and let my grandchildren enjoy it….they love riding the 
atv with us but having to trailer it anywhere you go is a real pain in the butt….at this point, I have a 
snowplow for my driveway which I pay a large amount of insurance on…not worth it and will 
probably get rid of it if something doesn’t change…I had no idea I couldn’t ride the side of the county 
roads when I bought it….look forward to seeing what the future will bring with your task force 
helping…thank you 
 
Karen Hart 
 

 
 
From: Jamie Morris < >  
Sent: Saturday, February 20, 2021 10:22 AM 

mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca
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To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Iron Bridge 
 
To the Task Force after watching the second meeting:  
It’s a relief that the Task Force and its City advisors recognize that the Iron bridge across the Scugog 
is not suitable for off road vehicles. The switchbacks and bollards make it impracticable, but my 
thanks to Jenn Johnson and Tracy Richardson for drawing attention to the even more significant 
concerns: the parks (including a Peace Park!)on the west side and the safety issues. 
 
My wife and I regularly walk the Rotary Trail and, like many other trail-users--who include seniors, 
children, and families-- will sometimes cross the iron bridge, stopping midway for a bit to enjoy the 
quiet and the views upstream or downstream.  We would not feel safe knowing ORVs might be 
crossing. (The bridge is not wide enough to allow a pedestrian and ORV at the same time.) 
 
Jamie Morris   
 

 
From: Jamie Morris < >  
Sent: Saturday, February 20, 2021 5:46 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Comment on Jump In Kawartha Lakes Project Page 
 
Hello Task Force Members,  
I am writing to you about wording that appears on the Jump In Kawartha Lakes  Project Page for the 
ORV Use of City Road Task Force. The project page's one paragraph preamble states: “The goal [of 
the task force] is to provide Council with recommendations based on research and public 
consultation that will help expand and enhance ORV use activity across the municipality;” however, 
nowhere in your terms of reference does it state that this is the task force goal. The Task 
Force’s  Mission Statement is as follows: “to provide advice and recommendations to Council on the 
use of off road vehicles, including all terrain vehicles (ATV’s) and off road vehicles (ORV’s) on 
municipal roads specific to the activities identified in the Terms of Reference,” and the activities 
identified in the terms of reference do not include helping to expand and enhance ORV use activity 
across the municipality." 
 
I am pointing this out in hopes that you will remove or amend the sentence to accurately represent 
the work Council has assigned you.  
 
Respectfully, 
Jamie Morris  
 

 
From: Jamie Morris <>  
Sent: Saturday, February 20, 2021 6:00 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Iron Bridge 
 
I sent an email earlier expressing my relief that the task force seems to agree that the iron bridge is 
not suitable for ORVs.  
 
Just following-up now with a couple of photos taken this afternoon that illustrate the kinds of uses 
that area gets.  The first shows a couple who've been walking the Rotary Trail and stopped to enjoy 
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a quiet moment and enjoy the view from the bridge. The second shows some families sledding just 
metres from the western edge of the bridge (the bridge entry-point bollard is in the foreground). 
 
Jamie Morris 
 

 
From: Mike Cowley <>  
Sent: Saturday, February 20, 2021 6:04 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Opening more roads 
 
Thank you for all you do.  
We normally stay in Bobcaygeon couple times a year. One trip with adults and another with the kids. 
I would love more road access from town to the trails. We stay at the Princess Motel in town; be 
great to be able to ride right from the motel and catch the trail just down the road. Loading and 
unloading is kind of a pain; especially if it’s dark when you get back to a parking area after riding all 
day. No street lights, loading basically in the dark by flash lights isn’t that fun; actually can be a bit 
dangerous. When we come up; we are driving about four hours to get to Bobcaygeon from home. 
We come up Friday afternoon and go home Monday after breakfast. We eat breakfast and supper at 
the local restaurants in Bobcaygeon, buy gas in town and of course must have Kawartha Dairy ice 
cream every night. 
We rode a couple times in Bancroft; rented a cottage. There you just ride a few minutes down the 
road to the trail and ride into town. You can ride anywhere in town for food, gas or accommodations. 
That was very convenient.  
I live in the municipality of Chatham Kent; we have a bylaw allowing ATVs and UTVs to ride on the 
back roads and side streets of rural communities. Some roads and the city of Chatham are 
prohibited to ride. https://www.chatham-kent.ca/residents/traffic/Off-RoadVehicleBy-Law   It’s nice to 
go out for a ride; typically go for lunch or supper along the way. Riding backroads here doesn’t 
compare to the trails and the scenery found in the Kawartha’s.  
Keep up the good work; it took a few years here trying with failed votes and finally convincing council 
to approve the bylaw. We now have people from surrounding areas come here to ride. They buy gas 
and food while they are here. It’s good for our local business owners.  
Good luck; 
Mike Cowley, Ridgetown, Ontario  
 

 
From: Mail Team < >  
Sent: Saturday, February 20, 2021 7:07 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: open up the roads to off roaders 
 
I live in Warsaw but travel all over to ride. It would be great if Kawartha Lakes would lead the way to 
allowing off roaders the use of the roads. I am sure you would see a lot of spending in your 
community as we love to shop, eat and we always need gas. 
As a rider when it comes to bridges, trails we tend to run only one bike at a time across unless its a 
really wide bridge. And the clubs I belong to repairs and upkeeps all trails, bridges and such. 
 

 
From: Gregory Bentley < >  
Sent: Saturday, February 20, 2021 9:22 PM 

mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca
https://www.chatham-kent.ca/residents/traffic/Off-RoadVehicleBy-Law
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To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Trail access 
 
    It would be really nice to be able to access trails from home or our trailer. Both in kawartha lakes. 
My wife and I are both lifetime residents of kawartha lakes. I am a production Supervisor in an 
automotive assembly plant.  
She is a kindergarten teacher. 
We like riding the trails, stopping for pictures and going for a meal. Currently haliburton is the closest 
place we can do this as they are more atv friendly.  
 
I believe this would bring more revenue into the city and support local businesses as atvr's will spend 
money on gas, food and other amenities.  
I fully support allowing a pass through lindsay to access the trails and better yet, the ability to ride 
from your residence to the trails.  
Sincerely  
Greg Bentley, Lifetime resident of the City of kawartha lakes.  
 

 
From: Jason Hancock < >  
Sent: Saturday, February 20, 2021 10:09 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ORV Task Force 
 
To The ORV Task Force, 
 
I live in the Bobcaygeon area, specifically off of xxxxxxxxxxxxxx and have access to the Five Points 
Trails. I own a 4-wheeler as well as a 4 seater side x side that will be used for family outings and 
introducing friends to the amazing trails we have in this area. When planning a route we always map 
out restaurants and gas stations along the way to ensure we have access to the essentials. We 
currently drive to Fenelon Falls for lunch, as we have no way of accessing Bobcaygeon from our 
ATV or side x side even though we live 7 mins by car to downtown Bobcaygeon. Having access to 
Bobcaygeon would be high on our list.  
 
After living in Lindsay for 19 years beside the Victoria Rail trail (Springdale Gardens), we often 
thought that Lindsay was missing out on the tourism that the trails would bring if they allowed for 
ATV’s and Side x Sides. One of the reasons we ultimately moved to Bobcaygeon was so that we 
could access the trail system, right from our home. 
 
Having access to ride the trails to and through  Lindsay, to the Southern Trails would mean we’d 
have thorough access, when currently Fenelon Falls is far as we can go. 
 
My wife and I have toured on many motorcycle trips across Canada.  We have looked into touring by 
ATV and Side x Sides in other provinces that have trail systems; however, we would prefer to tour in 
our own area. 
 
I had never owned an ATV until I purchase one to plow snow. I can say I didn't understand what trail 
riding was all about or have any interest.  After my wife and I were invited on trail ride we soon 
understood what it was all about. 
 
While there seems to be a stigma around them, the majority of ATV and Side x Side owners are 
responsible people riding with friends and family. These are also people who are willing to invest 
money in trail passes, and volunteer time if needed, to help maintain the trails. 

mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca
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What we have to offer here in this area could benefit the lives of so many, as a mental health outlet. 
It would promote getting outdoors, spending time in nature, and being active. 
 
When we purchased our Side x Side at the beginning of this year, we were told by one dealer, that 
there was a waiting list of more than 30 people waiting for a Side x Side to become 
available.  Getting out on the trails is a growing activity. Opening designated municipal roads (links) 
and allowing access to the other trail systems would bring more tourism to our smaller communities. 
 
Thank you for advocating for such a great cause, we appreciate all of the work you are doing and 
look forward with anticipation, to hear about what’s to come. 
 
 
Jason Hancock 
 

 
On Feb 22, 2021, at 11:59 AM, Purdy < > wrote: 
 
To whom it may concern 
Four years ago my husband and I left our beautiful home in the country and came to Lindsay. We 
purchased a house that backs on to the Legacy trail so we could continue our walks and enjoy 
nature. 
Although we continued to walk and bike ride nature was hard to enjoy because of ATV’s. 
Not only is there no peace it’s sometimes dangerous especially when riding with our small 
grandchildren. This is not what we expected and I implore you to stop allowing these vehicles on the 
trail. 
 
Respectfully yours, 
Mrs. D Purdy 
 

 
On Feb 23, 2021, at 9:35 AM, Allen MacPherson < > wrote: 
 
Dear Councilor Dunn and Task Force Committee 
 

I am writing this email on behalf of my wife and I who object to ATVs driving on our Lindsay Streets 
and in particular the Legacy Trail. 
 

Not sure how many of the committee members have walked the Legacy Trail. The trail has a high, 
year round (winter) use and almost at any time during the day, you will meet 5-8 walkers in the short 
2.6km of trail. I walk the trail 3-4 times a week at different hours of the day and I can assure you the 
trail experiences high use of users especially, senior citizens. 
 

My wife and I are in our seventies and live nearby the Legacy Trail. There are few places in Lindsay, 
we feel safe to walk (for our health), without the worry of motorized noise/traffic and allowing us to 
enjoy peace and tranquility like the Legacy Trail provides us. We move slowly, our balance is not the 
best and our ability to be able to react quickly to ATVs coming up behind us would definitely be a 
safety issue.   
 

The trail gives us a sense of walking in the woods, fresh air, with its trees, shrubs and wildlife (variety 
of Birds) surrounding us. We know many of the seniors we meet and talk to on the trail feel the same 
and this would be a major loss affecting our quality of life. For example, one senior who uses the trail 
regularly walks backwards on the trail as she has had an operation that affects bending her knees. 
Because the task force is considering the trail for ATV use, it just adds to the anxiety seniors already 
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feel in our community, with covid-19 and now potential loss of a safe trail. It just adds to our stress 
and just another aspect of how seniors are devalued as we grow old. 
 

The committee must balance their desire to open municipal roads to social, health and 
environmental benefits, recognizing these values are the values the Legacy Trail provides us. If the 
committee is strictly looking at ATV access or even so called limited tourism benefits, you are the 
cause for a lot of unnecessary stress and confusion for many residents, especially seniors of 
Lindsay. There needs to be places like the Legacy Trail, not just parks, in our community to be 
protected from unnecessary intrusions such as ATVs. 
 

Let the Legacy Trail be a legacy for the future generations, and remain a beautiful green active living 
corridor. 
 

Allen and Barbara MacPherson  
 

 
 
 
From: Rhonda White <>  
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 11:48 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Re: Requesting an ATV/SXS Route Through Lindsay 
 
Correction to my previous email. 
 
We rode to the Ken Reid staging area when we had an ATV.  We have to ride past Fenelon Falls 
now with our SXS - usually Superior Propane parking. 
 
Sorry for the confusion. 
 
On Tue, Feb 23, 2021 at 11:33 AM Rhonda White < > wrote: 
Good morning, 
 
This email is to express my desire to see an atv and sxs friendly route through Lindsay, as well as 
the ability to access some points within the town of Lindsay. 
 
We currently live in Lindsay on Colborne St W.  We have to trailer our SXS to go to the Ken Reid 
staging area, where we have to unload and leave our truck and trailer for the day, hoping no ill fate 
comes to our truck and trailer while we are gone.  What a nuisance! 
 
While we are out, we get gas in Fenelon Falls and food in Kinmount or Haliburton. In fact, I never 
hear of any of my fellow riders getting gas or food, or other shopping in Lindsay, which I am sure the 
Lindsay businesses would like to receive our patronage.  
 
If we want to go south of Lindsay, it's the same story.   :(    
 
Quite often through the summer we try to camp outside of Kawartha Lakes where we can access 
trails right from the campground, just because it is so nice to not have to trailer to a trailhead. 
 
My father, who does not have email, lives in Nestleton. He will trailer to Fenelon Falls and avoid 
Lindsay altogether. 
 

mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca
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As I said, we live on xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.  If this were to be considered as a possible route through 
town, it would matter not to anyone on the street, noise-wise.  The noisiest vehicles on Colborne St 
W are the bouncing empty trailers, gravel trucks and motorcycles by far.  An atv or sxs does not 
even come close to that level of noise!  I am sure this would be the same scenario on many other 
Lindsay streets that may be considered. 
 
 
Thank you for your time, 
Rhonda White 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
From: < >  
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 7:11 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: atv road accress 
 
We have 3 atv's,  with hatva passes. We ride as a family. We love the thought of opening road 
access from area to area... 
We love to eat out and access to more gas stops or even motels would be awsome! 
We do have plates and insurance....    
 

 
On Feb 23, 2021, at 8:21 PM, Janice Skinner < > wrote: 
  
Dear Mr. Dunn, 
  
I am writing to advise of my opposition of the use of the Legacy Trail for ATV use.  I also oppose the 
use of streets in Lindsay by ATV users.   
  
Yours truly, 
Janice Jones-Skinner, Lindsay 
 

 
On Feb 24, 2021, at 12:55 PM, e.elliott e.elliott < > wrote: 
  
Greetings Councilor Pat O'Reilly 
 
I am writing to you to express my concerns and objections regarding motorized machines on City 
Roads and Trails. 
 
I have attached a letter for your review and consideration. 
 
I have been involved with off road machines compatibility on Trails and Roads and a keen advocate 
of Trail use for more than 30 plus years. As a trail builder and community college teacher of trail 
construction. operation and design I do not see how or why the members of Kawartha Lakes City 
Council would condone this activity on the streets or trails of the city. I have worked for the Ministry 
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of Natural Resource and a consultant for the development of trails in the Northumberland County 
Forest and bring more than 30 years of Trail experience as a trail builder for compatible uses . The 
mix of off road motorized machines in a city environment does not make sense. 
 
There are so many negative reasons restricting and preventing the mix of snow machines. vehicles 
and pedestrians including safety, health, property values and environmental impacts. 
 
I respectfully ask that common sense prevails and controls to restrict and prevent the use off road 
machines be imposed on the streets and trails within the jurisdiction of the City of Kawartha Lakes. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bill Elliott 
 

 
ORV Task Force:                                                                                                     February 24, 2021 
Follow up of our phone conversation to Councillor Dunn, regarding recommendations to this 
committee and the ORV bylaws within the CKL. 
As an ATV enthusiast, multi user of the VRT and resident of Kawartha Lakes, we would make the 
following proposals to help address the safety of everyone and to support tourism in CKL. 

1. Victoria Rail Trail – from the North to the South end of the trail...Bethany to Minden as one 

continuous route with the present enforced speed limit of 20 kilometers per hour through all 

residential zones.  

2. In our area of xxxxxxxxxxxxxx to Garnet Park in Fenelon Falls, the posted speed limit is 20 

km/hr with no access to side by sides or ATV larger than 64 inches wide. This should remain 

with these restrictions and include: ATV must have at least one handlebar mirror. (rational: for 

the ATV to better see any vehicle intending to pass- gives safer viewing) 

3. Loud exhausts: prohibit its use, no aftermarket exhausts (rational: the tree canopy along the 

trail creates increased noise pollution echo with these exhausts.) 

4. Signage improvements at North Line and Garnet Park similar in size to the snowmobile poster 

at Garnet Park: Sign to include MAX SPEED in residential area, NO SXS, NO LOUD 

EXHAUST, EMERGENCY PHONE NO, COMPLAINTS PHONE  NO. , POST FINES under 

the Highway Traffic Act. Identify Time to Travel within the speed limit and stop signs from area 

to area. 

5. Within the town of Fenelon Falls most street speed limits are 50 km/hr. Any routes established 

by this committee should be posted with ATV accepted route sign and ATV speed limit of 20 

km/hr.(Rational: several ATVers attempt to bypass the VRT  from Garnet Park to Ripple St. 

Via Louisa St., and would appear they do not know the maximum speed limit for ATV on this 

road is 20 km/hr, as they are  frequently observed at speed greater than 20km/hr..)  

6. KATV this past year has seen a huge increase in membership from all across Ontario. The 

Facebook group for KATV is very active and from reading within that group, it is clear that 

there is a lack of knowledge of basic ORV laws, ATV Code of Conduct and common sense. 

We give credit to the club to work at informing individuals and further suggest: A mandatory 

education course (online or in person) should be part of riding within CKL. A CAP to the size 

of this club and /or numbers of persons using the CKL trails should be established to prevent 

overwhelming our community and help develop a quality sport, not a mere quantity of 

members. 
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7. For the residential area of CKL there should be a limit to the number of ATVers travelling 

together. There is noise and dust and restricted access for others on the trail and roads when 

a group larger than 4-5 ATVs are travelling in tandem. 

8. As ATVers living close to VRT in the residential corridor between Garnet Park and North Line 

Rd.,  we have witnessed several incidents where ORVs have shown disregard for the 

privilege of using this  trail. This is causing local residents and non ORVers to take the 

position of disallowing all ORVs in the community period. This committee needs to listen, 

support all concerned citizens to be part of committees and address their concerns and not 

just dismiss them as quoted by Councillor Dunn in the Lindsay Advocate on February 23rd 

2021. Quoted “Speaking for myself, I didn’t see value in having a committee member who 

would say “no” to everything proposed. Let the “no” people come forward at Council when this 

is debated”  “Those who oppose this are very “Lindsay-Centric, Not everyone is going to be 

happy when we are done” 

 

There are solutions so that everyone can enjoy access to these trails and feel safe on the 

roads. They all come with responsibility, respect and enforcement. Unless these principals 

can be enacted there is no point in working to gain more road access. 

 

Thanks you for accepting this submission. 

Shirley Hackett () 

 

 
From: deborah pearson 
Sent: February 24, 2021 1:39 PM 
To: Tracy Richardson 
Subject: ORV Task force 
  
Hi Tracy,  
I hope you are having a good winter.  I see that you are on the ORV Task Force. I am writing at this 
point, not as a member of EAC, but as a concerned citizen. First of all,  I am astonished at the 
blatantly biased make up of the task force. Wow. Thank goodness you are on it at least!  
I love our local roads and trails and am on them often throughout the seasons as a cyclist, and a 
walker. On numerous occasions we have had to get out of the way of the aggressive ATVer's whose 
machines rut up the roads and damage the environment wherever they travel. When cycling they 
sometimes pop out of nowhere and roar down the road in front of us, often driven by adolescents 
who might not even know the rules of the road. 
 
I see no reason to give them a wider range that won't open the city to liability, and disrupt the 
enjoyment that many citizens seek in non-motorized , healthier, environmentally responsible 
recreation. 
 
I hope the task force will be"open minded" in-spite of the embedded bias. The current laws in 
Kawartha Lakes don't need to become weaker. 
 
Thanks for your consideration. and all the work you do. 
TC, 
Deborah Pearson 
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On Feb 24, 2021, at 5:40 PM, Lorna Green < > wrote: 
  
To the Mayor and Councillors: 
  
I am writing to express my dismay upon hearing that our municipal leaders are considering ATV 
vehicles access to the Legacy Trail. 
  
My husband and I bought our property on William Street North almost eleven years ago. A large part 
of the attraction was having the trail behind us. We could live in the town of Lindsay but still be a part 
of a tranquil countryside setting. The trail has given us many years of enjoyment whether riding our 
bicycles or simply going for a walk. 
  
ATVs have become quite popular for recreational use in the past years and I wish anyone whatever 
pleasure they may derive from owning and riding one. However, I vehemently object to their 
presence on a nature trail. These machines only add to noise and air pollution. They disturb bikers 
and walkers on the trail, are a hazard to children and families, and disturb birds and wildlife. 
  
Please do not allow these vehicles on our trail. I am astonished that this issue has to be addressed 
again. Those who care about our natural surroundings have opposed this on previous occasions and 
common sense prevailed. I urge you to continue to listen to the citizens of the city of Kawartha Lakes 
and ban these vehicles from the trail. And it would be an even greater pleasure if a moratorium was 
placed on this issue. It is exhausting having to fight for a clean and safe environment every few 
years. 
  
Sincerely, 
Lorna Green 
 

 
 
On Feb 24, 2021, at 6:27 PM, Mark G. < > wrote: 
  
Good afternoon Councillor / Chair Pat Dunn. 
 
It has become obvious that I, a resident of Lindsay that voices a passionate opinion about ATVs in 
Lindsay do not warrant a reply by council or the task force to their emails. Duly noted. 
 
So I will take a step back from expressing my passionate opinion and ask that the task force take the 
time to look into some key areas before deciding for or against allowing access to ATVs in the town 
of Lindsay.  
 
1) Enforcement of ATVs on the streets of Lindsay will be an important part of ensuring the safe 
movement of people, motor vehicles and ATVs on the roadways. If the task force would consider 
obtaining ATV enforcement statistics from previous years from Police and Bylaw to determine a 
baseline of available resources in place now. Determine what resources would be required to 
properly address additional accidents, enforcement, and complaints related to ATV access. Is the 
City willing to address the need for a potential increase in enforcement resources. Make this 
information available to the task force and the public prior to opening up submissions by the public.  
 
2) Identify areas where ATVs will be travelling on soft shoulders or gravel based areas. It is well 
known that ATVs will accelerate and turn up dirt based areas when travelling; especially from a 
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stopped position. Should areas like this exist, input by Public Works in relation the the increased 
amount of resources required to keep these areas graded and maintained.  
 
3) ATV drivers wear helmets that restrict their line of sight behind them. ATVs are not required to 
have side mirrors to assist them in lane changes. When identifying a potential route for ATV access, 
please keep in mind that ATV drivers need to operate their machines as far right as possible on 
roadways. To turn left ATVs need to transition to the centre of the roadway; some roads being two 
lanes (like Russell St.). These lane changes involve ATVs travelling 20km/h and traffic travelling 
50km/h.  
 
4) ATV access through park lands like at the Iron Bridge. ATVs are off-road vehicles and operators 
like to drive their machines in areas that are exciting. While travelling through town parklands, ATV 
operators will be attracted to hills and irregular graded terrain. How will the city address issues where 
ATV operators leave the identified route to explore the parklands in town?  
 
Thank you for your time and hope the Task Force will consider these points as a part of their 
assessment and decision. 
 
Respectfully, 
Mark Groenke 
 

 
 
On Feb 24, 2021, at 12:55 PM, e. < > wrote: 
  
Greetings Councilor Pat O'Reilly 
I am writing to you to express my concerns and objections regarding motorized machines on City 
Roads and Trails. 
I have attached a letter for your review and consideration. 
I have been involved with off road machines compatibility on Trails and Roads and a keen advocate 
of Trail use for more than 30 plus years. As a trail builder and community college teacher of trail 
construction. operation and design I do not see how or why the members of Kawartha Lakes City 
Council would condone this activity on the streets or trails of the city. I have worked for the Ministry 
of Natural Resource and a consultant for the development of trails in the Northumberland County 
Forest and bring more than 30 years of Trail experience as a trail builder for compatible uses . The 
mix of off road motorized machines in a city environment does not make sense. 
There are so many negative reasons restricting and preventing the mix of snow machines. vehicles 
and pedestrians including safety, health, property values and environmental impacts. 
I respectfully ask that common sense prevails and controls to restrict and prevent the use off road 
machines be imposed on the streets and trails within the jurisdiction of the City of Kawartha Lakes. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bill Elliott 
 

 
On Feb 25, 2021, at 9:44 AM, Glen Wood < > wrote: 
 
Good morning Pat, I have been just made aware that you are heading up a Task Force to determine 
a route to link the Legacy and Rotary trails. I am not opposed to the link but I have some concerns 
about utilizing the trail along the river from Dobson St. to Lock 33. Our residence overlooks the trail 
and since the onset of Covid this part of the trail has seen a tremendous increase in pedestrian 
traffic which is wonderful to see. I would be very curious if the city is aware of the number of people 
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that walk the trail on a regular basis. Due to the width of the ORV's combined width and steep banks 
on the paved portion of the trail I have concerns that extra motorized traffic being a safety hazard to 
the pedestrians and individuals that are pushing strollers as well as the handicap that use their wheel 
chairs along the paved portion of the trail. The city has constantly been improving the surroundings 
along the river, so let's not go backwards. There has to be a better solution.  
 
Regards, Glen Wood 
 

 
From: Karter Hardy < >  
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2021 4:11 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Opening More Roads In Kawartha Lakes 
Good Afternoon, 
I really hope I am not too late on sending this email. 
 
I have only been riding the ATV trails now for 2 years, and in that time frame I have enjoyed it to the 
fullest, so much so that I purchased a separated ATV for my wife. There are a few issues that does 
bother me, and it is the point I have to load my atv's trailer them approximately 3.5 km's to unload 
them and start on to the rail trail at Ken Ried. If I was able to drive my atv's that distance it would 
save me time, afford and the possiblity of not having a place to park when I get there. 
My atv's are equipped with all the lights , signal lights and even a horn as a normal car would have.  
If I follow the rules of the road as implied when driving through Fenelon Falls or other towns, i feel it 
would not harm or endanger anyone for me to drive on the road.  
Other location I have been lucky enough to use road excess (Minden Hills, Haliburton) has been a 
great help and i am sure a benefit for the town, with the added people stopping for meals, fuel, etc 
when they are in that town. 
I under stand we are talking about the City of Kawartha Lakes, which has a bigger population then 
the towns I mentioned above, but I am sure it would help the City as well. 
Another point I have is the aspect not being able to drive through Lindsay, to join both trails together 
as one. This would be such an add feature, being able to drive a full run from one end of the trail 
system to the other in one go. Driving through Lindsay would have it challenges, but I am sure this 
could be worked out some how. 
Thank you  
Karter Hardy  
 

On Feb 25, 2021, at 3:54 PM, Peggy Brooks < > wrote: 
 
Hello Pat.  Just jumping onto Glens email. We are also opposed to allowing ATV’s on the trail.  Us 
being retired have had many walks on the trail as we live across from the iron bridge, and it would be 
a shame to have ATV’s racing along there .  The trail is an amazing place for some quiet and enjoy 
nature.  
Steve & Peggy Brooks  
 

 
On Feb 25, 2021, at 9:44 AM, Glen Wood < > wrote: 
 
Good morning Pat, I have been just made aware that you are heading up a Task Force to determine 
a route to link the Legacy and Rotary trails. I am not opposed to the link but I have some concerns 
about utilizing the trail along the river from Dobson St. to Lock 33. Our residence overlooks the trail 
and since the onset of Covid this part of the trail has seen a tremendous increase in pedestrian 

mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca
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traffic which is wonderful to see. I would be very curious if the city is aware of the number of people 
that walk the trail on a regular basis. Due to the width of the ORV's combined width and steep banks 
on the paved portion of the trail I have concerns that extra motorized traffic being a safety hazard to 
the pedestrians and individuals that are pushing strollers as well as the handicap that use their wheel 
chairs along the paved portion of the trail. The city has constantly been improving the surroundings 
along the river, so let's not go backwards. There has to be a better solution.  
Regards, Glen Wood 
 

 
On Feb 25, 2021, at 10:41 AM, T. C. Black < > wrote: 

 Councillor Patrick: 
Greetings from North Victoria - you know - the vast rural areas in the north end of this rural 
Metropolis that isn't "Lindsay." 
Living up here in the hinterlands one finds the "news" doesn't permeate the invisible news blackout 
curtain situated across the north shore of Sturgeon Lake or north of the western portion on City of 
Kawartha Lakes Road 8 from Fenelon Falls over to the Durham Region line.   Accordingly, I was 
intrigued to read the article entitled "Fairness of new city task force questioned; use of off-road 
vehicles examined" which was published February 23rd, 2021, in the "Lindsay Advocate."    
I note you are Chairing this committee and some comments attributed to you in that regard, 
especially that you "discount" the concerns expressed by citizens named Bill Steffler, Peter 
Petrosoniak and Heather Stauble, all of whom have serious concerns about the volunteer makeup 
and balance of opinion present on the city-created, off-road vehicle task force - specifically - the 
current president of the Kawartha ATV Association Caroline Richards, past president of the 
Kawartha ATV Association Steve Lane, ATV enthusiast and Trent Hills fire chief Don Mitchell and 
Kawartha Lakes Police Service constable Jason Ramsay.  Indeed, you have apparently stated that 
the volunteers as currently constituted represent “a blue ribbon committee made up of people trying 
to find solutions.”   To me, that depends on where you stand... 
Back when the City decided to create a by-law (2009-116) to "regulate the operation of all-terrain 
vehicles on municipal highways in the City of Kawartha Lakes" it decreed that All Terrain Vehicles - 
commonly referred to as ATV's (as defined in Ontario Regulation 316/03) had 4 wheels; handlebar 
steering; a seat straddled by the operator; and designed to carry the operator and no 
passengers.   These vehicles would be legally be found north of County Road 8 from Bobcaygeon to 
the Durham Region Boundary; they would be limited to 20 km/h in a posted 50 km/h zone and 50 
km/h in an area having a posted speed limit above 50 km/h.   Along with a litany of other caveats, it 
indicated the ATV would only be allowed on shoulders unless unsafe to do so. 
A series of public meetings were held leading up to this decision.   As a citizen having some interest 
and experience in traffic safety, I attended one held at Coboconk.   I was intrigued to find a large 
number of vehicles present, many displaying dealer stickers or names from well outside the City of 
Kawartha Lakes.   A long lineup occurred at the door, and many interesting conversations occurred 
prior to getting to the entrance - most in favour of allowing ATV's to roam at will.   As I approached 
the door I could see our then Mayor and several City Councillors inside, all engaged in 
conversations.   What really turned me off was being stopped at the door by some goon who asked 
me if I was a supporter or not.   Imagine my reply.   I was there to be enlightened, not intimidated by 
some .  It was obvious that this meeting was a fiasco. 
In the years since, I have watched with interest as I witnessed all manner of stupid and often 
dangerous operation of ATV's, often running with two up, or at grossly excessive speeds on and off 
gravel - endangering not only themselves but every other person around them.   Not once have I 
seen one stopped by the increasingly absent police nor any type of municipal law enforcement 
personnel.  
Some time after the initial by-law came into effect single seat or side by sides with steering wheels 
and ordinary seats emerged.  I spoke to several local dealers who stated to me, and anyone looking 
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at or purchasing one, that these were acceptable on local trails and roads despite their failure to 
comply with the original definitions and/or designations.   I wrote to Caroline (Carolyn?) Richards, 
asking to clarify this, but never had a response.   I think I know why... 
Long story short - ATV's were designated "off road vehicles" because they were meant to do just that 
- be off road.  Their safety equipment falls far short of that of any vehicle designed to be on our 
highways - everything from tires; to braking systems to lighting and other standardized safety 
equipment.   With the advent of wider versions such as the Mule and so on, they now take up much 
more space on a road or indeed on these narrow old railway beds frequently used as "trails" for 
both off road vehicles and snowmobiles.   The lack of proper safety equipment on off road vehicles 
and the speed differential between regular motor vehicles and these off road vehicles can be 
substantial, and therefore increases the severity ratio in any collisions.  
I suspect that the Provincial government views the expansion of use for these off road vehicles from 
a broad perspective across a huge and geographically diverse Province, as well as for the benefit of 
off road vehicle manufacturers, dealers and many users.   Locally, I trust that any suggestions 
that your Committee will make to Council will be directed toward usage across the entire City - 
including Lindsay.   
These decisions create complexities far beyond business interests or people "liking to ride..." 
Good Luck. 
Blackie 
 

 
On Feb 26, 2021, at 7:29 AM, Joe Boudreau < > wrote: 
 
Dear Councillor O'Reilly, 
We would like to voice our objection to the proposal to allow ATV access over the Iron Bridge and 
through the town of Lindsay. 
My husband and I chose to purchase our home on xxxxxxxxxxxxx over ten years ago because the 
area appeared to be less congested and quieter than others in town.  Access to the Trans Canada 
Trail was also a factor when we relocated back to Lindsay to retire.  Our current neighbours, most of 
whom are new to Lindsay, also feel fortunate to have this wonderful walking trail so easily 
accessible.  A large number of families in our area, many with small children and dogs, frequently 
use the trail as a safe place to exercise and enjoy nature without the worry of disruption by motorized 
vehicles.  The beautiful redevelopment of the Lilac Gardens is also drawing a significant number of 
people to our area because of its family-friendly outdoor space. We are very proud of the 
revitalization that we have witnessed in the East end of town over the past few years and 
congratulate the City of Kawartha Lakes in their efforts to beautify our neighbourhood.  As such, we 
feel that it is critical to keep these pathways free from the noise and congestion of ATV use so that it  
can continue to be enjoyed in a safe and accessible fashion. 
Respectfully, 
Linda and Joe Boudreau 
 

 
On Feb 27, 2021, at 9:27 AM, Ian White < > wrote: 
Dear Sir, As a Frequent trail user, I for one would not like to see the ones in and around town being 
used by noisy machines, we already have them going up and down the road ( Denniston St.) and 
using our front yard as if it were their own, just to get from A to B. 
This is a nice rural town with pleasant walking areas for us older people to enjoy, don't mess it up 
just for a few, if they want to use their machines take them out into the country. 
Yours truly, Ian White 
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On Feb 27, 2021, at 1:01 PM, Kathryn Frank < > wrote: 
  
I understand Kawartha Lakes is reviewing the current bylaws around the use of Off Road Vehicles 
(ORV) on Lindsay’s roads, streets and trails. 
  
As a frequent walker on the trails in Lindsay, this is very upsetting to me to think that they would be 
allowed on the trails. 
  
As ORV are already on the trails (when they are not supposed to be -- showing ORV operators to be 
disrespectful of the current rules), I can say from experience that the vehicles are noisy and smelly 
and take away from the enjoyment of a peaceful walk in nature.  
  
Whenever you hear one coming in the distance you are constantly trying to gage how far over or off 
the trail you need to go in order to be safe.  I do not enjoy having to leave the path and walk in the 
snow or grass in order to let one pass.  
  
It is a safety concern for all, but especially children and seniors out on the trail. 
  
We also need to be mindful of the impact on wildlife in the area. We are slowly pushing all the wildlife 
out of the area and the trails and nature corridors are one of the few areas left for them to live 
relatively undisturbed. ORV would just be one more negative impact on the flora and fauna along the 
trails. 
  
Living near to the trails, I would not appreciate the increased noise that ORV create. 
  
Kawartha Lakes seems to be making an effort to attract tourists to our area, advertising the 
abundant nature and it seems counterintuitive to allow the disruption of the peaceful beauty by 
allowing ORV on the few remaining trails where they are not allowed. 
  
Everyone needs a little space to enjoy for a positive mental and physical state of health. 
ORV have hundreds of kilometers of trails and roads around Lindsay and hikers have some too. 
It is crucial to keep some trails free from ORV for those of us that wish to have a peaceful and 
undisturbed outing. 
  
Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter, 
  
Kathryn Frank 
Lindsay Resident 
 

 
On Feb 28, 2021, at 9:02 AM, gil GAUTHIER < > wrote: 
 
 I would like to express my concerns with allowing ATV's on our streets.  I retired in Lindsay 8 years 
ago to enjoy a quiet and relaxing environment. Since the past 8 years Lindsay has grown and 
continues to grow because we are considered a place where people feels that it is a place they can 
remove themselves from the fast pace of the big cities.   
 
We have walking path where we are encountering ATV's and dirt bikes. We do not need more ATV's 
to take our walking path away from us.   Introducing ATV's on our streets would greatly impact this 
environment as well as introducing noise and traffic with our town.   
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We do not want to become a hillbilly town where it's a free for all. There are trails for ATV's to enjoy 
themselves, leave the town to the residents. 
 
Gil Gauthier 
 

 
On Feb 28, 2021, at 10:20 AM, Arthur Hornibrook < > wrote: 
  
Please note the attached letter from The Kawartha Cycling Club in reference to the ORV task force 
work.  
  
Thank you for considering our input. 
  
Art Hornibrook 
President, Kawartha Cycling Club 
 
To: City of Kawartha Lakes Mayor and Council  
From: The Kawartha Cycling Club (KCC).  
Re: The Off-Road Vehicle (ORV) Task Force Comment  
 
We appreciate the opportunity to input to the task force regarding ORV routes within the City of 
Kawartha Lakes.  
 
Background  
As a local cycling club, with members residing primarily within the city, we do have a vested interest 
in safe cycling routes and trails in our area. One of the primary objectives of the Club (from our 
constitution) is to foster and promote the sport and pastime of cycling.  
 
Over the past number of years, we have participated in several initiatives aimed at improving existing 
active transportation (AT) opportunities within our City for the benefit of all citizens.  
 
Currently, we are participating with the planning department (Chris Marshall), on the development of 
an AT plan for the City that will guide existing and future development. We were pleased that the 
development cost was included in the 2020 budget.  
 
Unfortunately, the COVID situation postponed the project. However, we believe Chris has completed 
the Request for Proposal for the Active Transportation Master Plan and is awaiting response from 
potential consultants. This is a significant step for our City as several communities close to us have 
completed their plans and the results are very encouraging.  
 
ORV Task Force Input  
We have informed our members of the task force and encouraged them to comment if they are 
concerned or have input they wish to share with the task force.  
 
The interest of the KCC is related to the AT plan. We believe it is appropriate to complete an 
approved AT plan prior to designating OCR routes within the city. Of particular concern would be any 
proposals that impact current and future AT only trails.  
 
Please feel free to discuss our concerns directly by contacting me at 
admin@kawarthacyclingclub.com. You can also find more information on our Club at 
www.kawarthacyclingclub.com  
 

http://www.kawarthacyclingclub.com/
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Thank you  
Art Hornibrook, President,  Kawartha Cycling Club 
 

From:  
Sent: February 28, 2021 12:05 PM 
To: Tracy Richardson; Kathleen Seymour-Fagan 
Cc:  
Subject: ATV's on Legacy Trail 
  
As a resident fortunate to have access to the Legacy Trail from my backyard, I am opposed to the 
use of ATV’s, for the following reasons: 
1.  ATV users who will not follow speed limits 
2.  Children underage, unsupervised, unlicensed, allowed the use of an ATV 
3.  Noise 
5.  Pollution 
6.  Motorized congestion along the trail extensively used by walkers and non-motorized vehicles 
7.  Lack of policing 
 
Al & Gayle McAndrews 
 

 
From: Joan Breault <>  
Sent: Sunday, February 28, 2021 2:42 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Support of opening road in COKL to ORV's 
 
Members of the ORV Task Force, 
Thank you very much to all members of the ORV task force for taking the time to participate in this 
initiative. 
 
My husband and I are retired and live in the Oakwood area.  We have been members of KATVA for 
many years and enjoy the diversity of trails in the area.  We do own four ATV’s and have had the 
opportunity to introduce friends and relatives to the sport by taking them out on the trails.  
 
It would be ideal to have additional roads open to ORV’s to access food, fuel and local businesses, 
as well as the possibility to avoid trailering in some cases.  Any steps in this direction would be 
greatly appreciated. 
Thank you all once again. 
 
Joan & Dave Breault,   Oakwood 
 

On Feb 28, 2021, at 2:56 PM, Andersons < > wrote: 
 
 Dear Mr. Mayor and Members of Council: 
 
I have been feeling some frustration this past week as I have heard more about the Off Road Vehicle 
Task Force. As pointed out in the article in The Lindsay Advocate, it appears that the task force is 
comprised of people who hold the same positive view regarding off road vehicles. I am disappointed 
that those with other points of view are not represented. 
 

mailto:trichardson@kawarthalakes.ca
mailto:kseymourfagan@kawarthalakes.ca
mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca
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My partner and I use the trail system extensively within and around the town of Lindsay to walk, 
cycle, jog and ski depending on the season. Our ability to quickly access the trails and find ourselves 
away from noise and surrounded by nature is one of the real joys of living in Lindsay. Typically when 
it’s not a pandemic year, friends and family from a distance join us as well. 
 
We’re concerned that our needs and opinions are not being sought by way of this Task Force. If we 
were present, we would be advocating for the safety of those who enjoy the trails for hiking, jogging 
and cycling and for an awareness of the noise and pollution that are intrinsic to the use of off road 
vehicles. 
 
Our streets and trails are used by everyone - consequently, it is imperative that everyone is 
respectfully heard. 
Sincerely, 
 
Kathy Anderson 
Lindsay, On 
 

 
 
From: Ronda Kellington <> 
Date: February 28, 2021 at 5:09:24 PM EST 
To: orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca 
Cc: delmslie@kawarthalakes.ca, aletham@kawarthalakes.ca, laurie.scottco@pc.ola.org 
Subject: Conflict of interest 
 
Is it not a conflict of interest for the vice chair of the ORV task force to be from the Kawartha ATV 
Association? The association profits from the purchase of ATV permits so how can a representative 
of that association present an unbiased opinion of the issues?  
 
Also, there is no useful information about task force activities online. Feb 5 meeting minutes are not 
available and the Feb 19 YouTube recording doesn’t explain who the participants are. Who’s Jason 
for example? Where is a list of all task force members and their positions in the community?  
 
How can community members stay informed and engaged when the task force is not being 
transparent? 
 
Thank you, 
Ronda  
 

 
On Feb 28, 2021, at 7:01 PM, Kevin Frank < > wrote: 
 
To Whom it May Concern, 
  
It has come to my attention that the COKL is looking into bylaws covering the use of Off Road 
Vehicles on the roads and trails in the town of Lindsay. 
  
I live on xxxxxxxxxxxx near the Rail Trail and Rotary Trail and I am opposed to the use of 
snowmobiles and other ORVs inside the city itself. Currently Logie street is listed as part of the 
Victoria Rail Trail, which already means that snowmobiles are ripping across homeowners lawns on 

mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca
mailto:delmslie@kawarthalakes.ca
mailto:aletham@kawarthalakes.ca
mailto:laurie.scottco@pc.ola.org
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both sides of the street at all hours of the day and night. This is a disruptive situation for those of us 
who live along xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.   
  
The Rotary Trail is especially since it was improved last summer, and I was grateful to see my tax 
dollars invested in renovating outdoor trials like this in town. So please do not allow ORVs to tear up 
this peaceful walking/biking space we all enjoy so much. 
  
There are innumerable trails outside of the city limits, so those who enjoy ORVs have more than 
enough space to participate in their hobby. There is no reason for them to continue to speed across 
our lawns. 
  
I hope you will take the wishes of homeowners and taxpayers ( and voters!) who live in town and 
would rather not have strangers drive their vehicles on their property. 
  
 Thank you for listening and for your support in this matter, 
  
 Kevin Frank 
 

 
From: Ron Ashmore < >  
Sent: Monday, March 1, 2021 7:40 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca>; Pat Dunn  
Cc: Agenda Items  
Subject: Off Road Vehicle Use 
 
TO:          Kawartha Lakes Off Road Vehicle Use of City Roads Task Force 
Chair Councillor Dunn 
Vice-Chair Richards 
Councillor Seymour-Fagan 
Councillor Richardson  
Mr. Lane 
Mr. Ramsay 
Mr. Mitchell 
 
Dear Members of the Task Force: 
 
I would like to thank you for your participation and work on this task force. It is a very important task 
force and your recommendations will have a major impact on the many communities in Kawartha 
Lakes. I will not get into too much detail but just wanted to offer a few comments and suggestions 
please. 
I feel that for too long Off Road Vehicle (ORV) owners have been unfairly targeted in many 
communities. ORV's are the norm these days with respect to transportation within these settlements. 
Many people use ORV's for mobility and accessibility within their community since this is the only 
form of transportation they have.  This applies to ATV's, Side by Sides, Golf Carts and Scooters to 
name a few methods of transportation in communities like Thurstonia where there are multiple 
streets with steep slopes.  Also, in the community of Victoria Place, the people there would 
appreciate that they are allowed the use of their golf carts for mobility to get to their club house and 
down to their harbour. Allowing electric golf carts would also be more beneficial to the environment. 
 
Bill 107 gives us this once in a generation opportunity to make a difference for our communities.  I 
am hopeful that we can open up our communities to ORV's to  make our small rural communities 
even better places to live. 
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Thank You 
 
Ron Ashmore  Councillor Ward 6 
 

 
On Mar 1, 2021, at 12:03 PM, Jenn Ellis <> wrote: 
 
Good Morning Mayor & Councillors,  
 
I'm writing to you to express my opposition to the Task Force examining the use of municipal roads 
and trails in the City of Kawartha Lakes by ATVs. As a resident of the North Ward in Lindsay living 
within 100m of the trail, I know first hand the noise and traffic that snowmobilers bring to the trail 
during the winter months where there is significantly less foot traffic on the trail. Most are very 
respectful riders but some are not, failing to slow down to an acceptable speed for passing 
pedestrians. I walk the trail nearly every day with my dog and have had many encounters already, 
moving off the trail to allow the snowmobiles to go by. During the summer months the trail gets even 
more foot traffic and allowing ATVs to use this would ruin the peace the trail offers to residents 
utilizing the trail.  
 
The town of Lindsay has very few areas that residents can go to get outside for a walk or some 
vitamin D. The addition of ATVs on these trails would reduce this even more so. The trails are not 
very wide and would require anyone walking along the trail to move off of it to allow the ATVs to go 
by.  
  
Living so close to the trail, I also hear the noise of snowmobiles in winter months throughout the day 
and into the night. As someone who enjoys spending a large amount of time outside during the 
summer, the ATVs would bring significantly more noise to the area and would impact residents who 
are trying to enjoy the outdoors from their own property and while using the trail.  
 
ATVs already have existing trails and roads for their use. If we were to increase their access it would 
mean decreasing resident activity and enjoyment from our limited trails.  
 
I strongly oppose the increase of access by ATVs and hope you will take my thoughts into 
consideration.  
  
Thank you,  
Jennifer Ellis Resident, Lindsay, Ontario 
 

 
On Mar 1, 2021, at 3:16 PM, Susan Stoppa < > wrote: 
 
 I just received a flier with regards to the formation of an ORV Task Force. The Victoria Rail Trail 
runs behind my house.  My concerns about more ORV traffic on our trail systems is primarily the 
increase in noise and air pollution.  The loud noise is very disturbing to wild life, pets and people, 
while the horrible air pollution lingers for quite some time after ORVs have passed by.  Because of 
this, my family and myself are really not looking forward to having more ORV traffic on our 
trails.   Instead, we need to really become serious about taking care of our environment.  None of us 
can have our cake and eat it too.  Encourage the ORV drivers not to purchase those vehicles but to 
find other enjoyable ways to recreate that is not detrimental to our health and environment (eg. 
walking, cross country skiing, bicycle riding). Often times, I see 2 to 5 ORV's riding one after 
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another.  Are the 2nd to 5th riders honestly enjoying the poor air quality that they are breathing in 
from those who are ahead of them?  I am not when I am walking even at quite a distance behind 
them.  
 
I see that on the Trans Canada trail,  many ORV drivers, with the goal of more amusement, drive off 
the trails and do not consider the livelihood of our natural vegetation or the erosion of the trail 
edges.   Alot of garbage is also left everywhere by the way side. 
 
I have not noticed that the speed limit or the type of lawfully allowable vehicle using our trails is 
enforced. Do we have the manpower and money set aside to cover and actually monitor that? 
 
These are just a few of my concerns with regards to ORVs we already have on our trails. 
 
Sincerely 
Susan Stoppa 
 

 
From: John Bush < >  
Sent: Tuesday, March 2, 2021 9:10 AM 
To: Andy Letham   
Cc: Chris Marshall < >; Kathleen Seymour-Fagan  
Subject: Off Road Vehicle Task Force 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
Please see the attached letters as they pertain to the Off-Road Vehicle Task Force recently created. 
 
Richard Fedy and I thank you in advance for your early attention to this matter. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
John Bush 
Co-President  
Environmental Action Bobcaygeon 
 
 
Mayor A. Letham 
City of Kawartha Lakes 
180 Kent St., West 
Lindsay, Ontario 
K9V 2Y6 
 
 
Re: Off Road Vehicle Task Force Study 
 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
It has recently come to our attention that the City has appointed an Off-Road Vehicle Task Force to 
study the pros and cons of allowing Off Road Vehicles (ORV) on City streets in Lindsay and 
Bobcagyeon.  
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Environmental Action Bobcaygeon (EAB) is a Not-for-Profit organization in Bobcaygeon that 
completed an Active Transportation Plan in 2016, and the plan was endorsed by City Council in 
2017. The purpose of this planning exercise was to develop safe walking and cycling routes/paths 
along City streets within the Village. Attached is a copy of a letter to City Council (October 25, 2019) 
that outlines the benefits of such a plan and our progress at that time in implementing the plan. 
 
Recently City Council approved an initiative to develop an Active Transportation Plan for the larger 
City of Kawartha Lakes. We understand this will likely take a year or two to complete. 
 
We appreciate the increase in ORV use for recreation in the Province but deciding whether or not to 
open some City streets to ORV’s we feel is premature.  We strongly recommend that the ATP study 
be completed before making any decision on whether or not to open City/Village streets in the City 
of Kawartha Lakes. 
 
Furthermore, it does not appear that there are any representatives from the hiking or cycling 
community on the Task Force. Including them would provide a more balanced view during 
discussions. 
 
The City also completed a Healthy Environment Plan in the last year or two and the idea of adding 
more gas-powered vehicles on City streets seems to be contrary to many of recommendations in 
that report. 
The City of Kawartha Lakes has a large tourist population in the summer months, adding more gas-
powered vehicles on the streets seems to be the wrong direction to be heading in making our 
communities more attractive and healthy places to spend time in the downtown cores in particular.  
 
We ask that you circulate our comments to the appropriate staff and persons involved in the project. 
 
Thank you in advance for considering our viewpoint and suggestions. 
 
Respectfully summitted, 
 

                                                             
Richard Fedy, Co-President    John C. Bush, Co-President 
Environmental Action Bobcaygeon   Environmental Action Bobcaygeon 
 
(Sent by email) 
 
       c.c. R. Taylor, CAO 
 C. Marshall, Director of Development Services 
K. Seymour-Fagan, Councilor  
C. Shanks, Director of Community Services 
B. Steffler, Green Trails 
 
 
 
 
October 26, 2019 
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City Council  
City of Kawartha Lakes 
180 Kent St., West 
Lindsay, Ontario 
K9V 2Y6 
 
 
Re: Plan of Action for Walking and Cycling (Active Transportation Plan)  
   For the City of Kawartha Lakes 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to contribute, in advance of your upcoming special council meeting on 
November 13, 2019 in Fenelon Falls, to the preparation of an Active Transportation Plan for the City 
of Kawartha Lakes (CKL).  
 
Background 
 
During the summer of 2016, Environmental Action Bobcaygeon (EAB) hired Cambium Consulting, to 
prepare an active transportation planning study to support the goals and objectives of the 
Bobcaygeon Secondary Plan in co-operation with the City. It was anticipated that such a plan, while 
intended to improve the village experience, could also act as a template for the larger CKL. At a 
meeting of EAB on November 28, 2016, after a lengthy and comprehensive public and agency input 
process, EAB received and approved the study’s final report entitled “Plan of Action for Walking and 
Cycling”.  Formal notice and submission of the study for City Staff review occurred shortly thereafter. 
City of Kawartha Lakes Council endorsed the plan in 2017. All of the appropriate City departments 
received a copy of the full report. 
 
The “Plan of Action for Walking and Cycling” was intended to be a comprehensive tool for the 
community to identify opportunities and examine ideas to progress toward a more walking and 
cycling friendly community and as a guide to City Council.  The study contains an exciting array of 
projects for the Community and City Council to consider, ranging from safe pedestrian/bicycle street 
crossings, signage, streetscape and cultural projects with short and long term funding and 
implementation strategies. 
 
Also at its November 28, 2016 meeting, EAB passed a resolution to encourage the City of Kawartha 
Lakes to review and expand certain significant public works projects proceeding in 2017.The Plan 
also included pedestrian/cycling features and streetscape improvements [e.g. tree planting, traffic 
calming features, boulevard beautification].  It was recommended that efficiencies in timing, design 
and costs will be realized if the design features of the Action Plan are implemented as part of these 
public works projects.   
 
Progress 
 
Since the ATP was endorsed, EAB has provided input to the following projects: 
 
Main Street:    Storm Sewer Project to install storm sewers and complete complementary 
curbs, gutters, catch basins and sidewalks. 
 
Unfortunately, this project had been designed, budgeted, and was in the process of going to tender 
for construction as our ATP was being completed. Therefore, no improvements related to cycling 
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lanes, street trees, or other related infrastructure improvements could be applied at that time. 
However, staff was supportive of our ideas and said they would consider them in the future.  
 
Canal Street:   To upgrade water and wastewater services, storm water controls including 
complementary curbs, gutters and road surfacing improvements. 
 
EAB put considerable time into analyzing this project in 2017, including: walking audits, review of 
engineering drawings, suggestions for sidewalks, cycling lanes, street trees, road widening/reroutes, 
and street lighting.  City staff was supportive of the ideas and have indeed included some of them in 
their final design to be reviewed once more at a public meeting this November. 
 
 
 
New Cycling Hardware/Amenities 
 
In 2018, EAB partnered with the City to apply for funding through Ontario Municipal Commuter 
Cycling (OMCC) to purchase new cycling hardware for the village. The City was successful in 
obtaining approximately $24,000 for the project. The items include bike stands, corrals, and repair 
stations.  
 
EAB then prepared a comprehensive report to the City on the various styles, manufacturers, and 
prices for the items desired. The hardware should be in place in the village in 2020. 
 
 
Summary 
 
EAB appreciates that a plan that suits all of the City of Kawartha Lakes requires a more in-depth 
analysis of the various communities however, it is hoped that the hard work that went into the plan 
carried out by EAB and endorsed by CKL Council will play an important role in preparation of both 
the city budget and the Active Transportation Master Plan. 
 
 
 
Yours truly, 
 

                                                                            
For: 
Richard Fedy, Co-President    John C. Bush, Co-President 
Environmental Action Bobcaygeon   Environmental Action Bobcaygeon 
 
Sent by email to: agendaitems@kawarthalakes.ca  
 
c.c.        R. Taylor, CAO 
 C. Marshall Director of Development Services 
K. Seymour-Fagan, Councilor  
 
 

 
On Mar 2, 2021, at 9:56 AM, Kathy Simpson < > wrote: 
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Pat Dunn, Councillor and Chair of Taskforce   
Andy Letham, Mayor 
 
 I am a regular active walker and cyclist on the Legacy Trail in Lindsay.  I am writing to oppose the 
use of ATV’s on the Legacy Trail of the Victoria Rail Trail. 
This is an outdoor treasure for our residents and visitors. 
 The ATV’s on this trail will :   
Be a safety issue for individuals, families and seniors that use the trail for walking and cycling 
and  experiencing nature   
Force walkers to get off the paved trail and get into the poison ivy growing on the side of some 
portions of the trail 
Create noise and exhaust fumes affecting users and birds and other wildlife and adjacent homes 
Affect the trail surface creating ridges and unevenness and ruts for walkers and runners, cyclists 
 
There are many other existing routes and roads for ATV users to travel around Lindsay to access the 
other trails. 
 
Kathy Simpson 
 

 
On Mar 3, 2021, at 10:30 AM, Ellen Woodward < > wrote: 
 
Councillor Dunn & Members of the ATV Task Force Committee 
  

It is my understanding that the City has sent a request for an Active Transportation Plan this week.  
This Task Force is totally premature since you are lacking a report from the Active Transportation 
Plan.   
  

Green Trails opposers the use of ATV’s on the streets of LIndsay because of negative health, 
environmental issues, not the least of which is noise pollution, which infringe on rights of home 
owners close to the trail as well as hikers, bikers, etc.  The pandemic has shown the importance of 
non motorized trails as a stress reducer.   
  

I use a walker and have found the trail the only place where I feel stress free, safe and able to enjoy 
nature.  I also belong to a biking group from out of town who use the trail on a regular basis and 
enjoy lunch and shopping.  The trail is a large economic benefit which will continue to grow with 
improvement to the CKL Trail North.  The Trans Canada Trail is now connected to Lindsay Trails 
and with proper signage and advertising this will prove to be a huge tourism attraction.   
 

As a retired nurse, and founded Green Trail Alliance 20 years ago, to ensure these trails were non 
motorized.  I have experience the benefit of tranquility and nature both personally and professionally.   
 

ATV statistics show they are unsafe on paved surfaces and the injuries and even deaths from their 
use.  The plans to have ATV’s will add to these statistics.  
 

Why would Council consider a plan to promote passage through Lindsay to ATV users who comprise 
a small percentage of residents  and which will negatively affect the health and welfare of myself 
along with the majority of non ATV users? 
  

Ellen Woodward, R.N. 
Director Green Trails Alliance 
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From: Pat Mulholland < >  
Sent: Wednesday, March 3, 2021 6:42 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject:  
 
To whom it may concern. In light of the current task force and possibility of opening roads to atv 
traffic, I was wondering if sturgeon point rd could be considered as an access road. There are a 
large number of families in this area that are current members of katva and utilize that road 
and  continue onto Northline rd then access the rail trail. As avid atvers we contribute substantial 
amounts of money into the local economy. We buy fuel and and usually stop for lunch or supper in 
local restaurants in our area. I'm sure businesses in the kawartha lakes would benefit greatly from 
further opening of local roads. I realize there a few individuals who act inappropriately but as a 
member of the katva trail patrol 99% of the riders I have contact with are well behaved and 
thoroughly enjoy the ability to atv in this area. 
 

 
From: Mark Ranger < >  
Sent: Wednesday, March 3, 2021 6:53 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ATV/SXS Route through Lindsay 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
I support open roads to offroad vehicles in Kawartha Lakes, and especially a route through Lindsay 
to get from the VRT north of Lindsay to south of Lindsay. 
 
I live on ……           .. St in Lindsay and ride a SXS. My wife and I enjoy going for rides on the trails - 

we are members of KATVA - but it would be so much easier and enjoyable to simply be able to hit 
the trails without having to trailer.  Many days the parking lot at Superior Propane is packed. This 
sport and Kawartha's trails bring riders from all over.  It would be nice if the local riders could ride 
from their homes to the trails and leave more space for the out of area riders at the designated 
parking lots. 
 
And there seems to be a misconception that if roads were to be opened that atvers would just run 
the roads without regard.  I don't believe this to be the case. Most atvers I know respect rules and 
safety, and we all really just want to get to the trails. No one spends $$$ to buy an off-road vehicle 
just so they can ride on the roads - we want the trails, we just need to be able to get to them.  If we 
wanted to ride the roads, we could just use our cars for that. 
 
Businesses could benefit from all the money that atvers would spend if they could get to the towns. 
Superior parking lot, for one, are full every weekend.  Patrons would spend money but they just can't 
get to the businesses.   
 
Motels and rentals would benefit as well. I see on Facebook all the time of families from out of the 
area wondering where they can stay and get to the trails.  These are families that would stay for one 
night or one week and spend lots of money in the towns. 
 
Thank you for your time 
Mark Ranger 
 

 

mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca
mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca


 

Page 38 of 133 
 

From: Pat Sloan < >  
Sent: Wednesday, March 3, 2021 7:03 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Open Roads in Kawartha Lakes 
 
Hi there, 
 
Please open the roads in Kawartha Lakes and let us get to and from the towns to buy food and gas 
or for visitors to get to hotels or camping. If we could ride on the road to get to the trails, it would 
make the trails more enjoyable and accessible. Atvers really just want to get to the trails except 
when getting gas or food and sometimes the only way to get to some trails is to connect by roads, 
unless we have to trailer and find suitable and safe parking. 
 
We don't want to ride on roads just for the sake of riding on roads - we have cars for that. We just 
want to ride on roads to connect to the trails, or other properties (such as farmers) or food/gas.  
 
If we could have a way to get through Lindsay it would be great.  Businesses would really benefit 
and atvers deserve a way to get from the VRT north and south.  We are no louder than many other 
vehicles, especially motorcycles or big trucks and diesels.  And I think we are safer than motorcycles 
as we are more visible and travel slower.  E-bikes travel the roads and don't require special licences 
or insurance, but atvs do. 
 
Thanks for reading! 
Pat Sloan 
 

 
 
From: Warren Dodd < >  
Sent: Thursday, March 4, 2021 2:39 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Support for ATVs 
 
Hello, 
 
I would like to voice my support for opening all rural roads in Kawartha Lakes as well as routes that 
allow connectivity through and/or around Lindsay. 
 
I live on xxxxxxxxxxxxx in Pontypool, and myself, and almost all of my neighbours own ATV’s and 
support any road opening initiatives.  
 
I have to done canvassing for support on two separate occasions in the last 10 years, as well as 
organized a public meeting in Pontypool in past initiatives, and found overwhelming support for ATV 
road use both with residents and businesses in our area with very few detractors. This an initiative 
that is long overdue. 
 
Thanks for anything you can do to move this forward, as many of us moved here (as I did over 20 
years ago) to enjoy the rural outdoor lifestyle, whatever form it takes. 
 
Warren Dodd 
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From: Peter Petrosoniak < >  
Sent: Thursday, March 4, 2021 12:38 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Cc: Bryan Robinson < >; Andy Letham < >; Patrick O'Reilly < >; Andrew Veale < >; Emmett Yeo < >; 
Doug Elmslie < >; Ron Ashmore < > 
Subject: Open meetings of the ATV Task Force  
 
Dear Councillor Dunn, 
 
I was disappointed that your last working meeting of the Task Force 2 weeks ago was closed to 
public view. 
 
May I remind you that the Municipal Act, section 239 requires that all municipal meetings, not just 
formal Council meetings, shall be open to the public save for certain conditions which clearly do not 
apply to any of your Task Force meetings.  Furthermore, the Terms of Reference of your Task Force 
specifically states:  “The Task Force shall not be permitted to hold Closed Meetings”.   
 
In accordance with the Municipal Act and the Terms of Reference and so that you are not in violation 
of these directives, I ask you to open and record all parts of your March 4 meeting of the ATV Task 
Force and any and all subsequent meetings, including the working meetings and the more formal 
portions.   Please also release the notes of the working meetings which are mandated to be taken 
under the Terms of Reference.  I have not yet seen the notes from the last working meeting of 
February 19. 
 
I am asking you also that, prior to release of any recommendations from the Task Force, you ask the 
Haliburton-Kawartha-Pine Ridge Health Unit for a report on the health impacts of All-Terrain Vehicles 
including the prevalence of injuries and deaths in Ontario and in our Health Unit and for its advice on 
ATV road use in the City of Kawartha Lakes.  You may remember that, when this issue was before 
Council in 2011, Council had asked for and received such a report from the Director of Chronic 
Disease and Injury Prevention.  You need to ask for an updated report.  Without such an update, the 
Task Force is not doing its due diligence in obtaining all pertinent information and may be liable for 
any negative health consequences which may follow.   
 
Thank you for considering my requests. 
 
Peter Petrosoniak 
Lindsay, Ontario  
 
 

 
From: Biz Agnew < >  
Sent: Thursday, March 4, 2021 3:24 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Fwd: Opposition to allowing Off Road Vehicles in Sturgeon Point 
 
Dear Councillor P. Dunn, 
 
I am forwarding to you my letter to Laurie Scott and Doug Elmslie regarding ORVs in the Village of 
Sturgeon Point.  
 
I look forward to your response, and theirs. 
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Sincerely,  
E. Agnew 
 

Dear Doug and Ms. Scott, 

I am writing to you to express my strong opposition to allowing Off Road Vehicles on the small, 
narrow roads in and around Sturgeon Point.  
 
The Village of Sturgeon Point is relatively quiet and packed with families especially in the warmer 
months, but increasingly all year round. We are already contending with speeding cars, golf carts, 
tourists drive-bys and an assortment of legal and illegal motor-driven vehicles on these small roads. 
We have two institutions that attract people, particularly children, to their locales - the Sturgeon Lake 
Sailing Club, which runs a sailing program for CoKL children and the Sturgeon Point Golf Club which 
also runs a junior golf program. Many of us get to these places on foot or on our bicycles from our 
cottages or houses. Others drive in from surrounding communities to participate in these programs. 
The inevitable addition of even more motorised vehicles in the Village is a recipe for  disaster. 
Please do not allow this to happen.  
 
While some may purport these vehicles and their drivers as being significant contributors to the local 
economy, I would love to see those "benefits" weighed against the unseen costs of 
environmental degradation, noise and air pollution, the overall carbon footprint of these ORVs and 
the stress that the noise and concern for safety, and the drain on police resources that these 
vehicles will bring to Sturgeon Point, never mind the broader CoKL.  
 
I encourage you both to speak up on our behalf and do not open these small roads to ORVs. I 
encourage the CoKL and its elected representatives to lead other municipalities in providing safe 
and peaceful communities such as we find in Sturgeon Point.  
 
I await your reply.  
 
Elizabeth Agnew 
 

 
From: Bonnie Spier < >  
Sent: Friday, March 5, 2021 10:08 AM 
To: Brianne Harrison < > 
Subject: ATV/OVR Task Force 
 
Good Morning Brianne 
 
Would you please be sure that each member of the ATV/OVR Task Force receives a copy of this 
attached letter.  I have sent a copy to Mayor Letham and all City of Kawartha Lakes Council via their 
email portal. 
 
Thank you! 
 
 
 March 4, 2021  
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TO: Chair Councillor Dunn, Vice-Chair Richards, Councillor Seymour-Fagan, Councillor Richardson, 
Mr. Lane, Mr. Ramsay, Mr. Mitchell, Mayor Andy Lethem, Emmett Yeo, Doug Elmslie, Andrew 
Veale, Ron Ashmore, Patrick O’Reilly  
 
Subject: Off Road Vehicle Use  
 
Dear Members:  
 
First off, thank you for your participation on this task force!  
 
I would like to give my consent in allowing ATV’s/ORV’s (Off Road Vehicles) permission to use the 
roads to access the ATV trail system. Many other areas in Ontario have adopted this practice.  
Vehicles using the trail system are licensed and insured, why would they not be considered another 
vehicle on the roadway? Bicycles, scooters, e bikes have access to the highway/road system, and 
they are not licensed nor insured, as they move from the road to sidewalk in-order to bypass traffic 
lights.  
 
After this past year, I would think most of the local communities would welcome the extra business, 
once travel is safe of course. This would help boost their local economy and possible enable some of 
the smaller businesses to survive and become better known - stopping for gas, having a coffee, 
lunch, etc.  
 
I hope everyone on this committee can see that a positive outcome can happen from road to trail 
access, allowing families and friend to get together and enjoy a day trip or even overnight to some of 
the hidden treasures in the City of Kawartha Lakes.  
 
Thank You  
 
Terry and Bonnie Spier  
Residents of Omemee, Ontario 
 

 
On Mar 6, 2021, at 9:29 AM, < > wrote: 

 As a senior, active walker, cross country skier and cyclist along with my partner an active senior and 
runner, I am very concerned that opening the Legacy Trail to ATV use will put many users like us at 
risk.  We already dodge skids and motor bikes who show little or no regard. The addition of ATV may 
actually render the trail unusable by many of us. A terrible loss for an active senior community.  
 
We already feel that it is difficult to walk or cycle on our streets and sidewalks as traffic makes it too 
dangerous. We have no bike lanes and very few safe areas for those of us who wish to remain 
mobile and active. 
 
Please take this into consideration. 
 
Elaine Flook and Jari Sklenar 
 

 
Sent: Saturday, March 6, 2021 9:52:56 AM 
Please describe your question or comment for the Mayor and Council  
TO: Chair Councillor Dunn, Vice-Chair Richards, Councillor Seymour-Fagan, Councillor Richardson, 
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Mr. Lane, Mr. Ramsay, Mr. Mitchell, Mayor Andy Lethem, Emmett Yeo, Doug Elmslie, Andrew 
Veale, Ron Ashmore, Patrick O’Reilly 
Subject: Off Road Vehicle Use 
 
Dear Members: 
 
First off, thank you for your participation on this task force!  
 
I would like to give my consent in allowing ATV’s/ORV’s (Off Road Vehicles) permission to use the 
roads to access the ATV trail system. Many other areas in Ontario have adopted this practice.  
 
Vehicles using the trail system are licensed and insured, why would they not be considered another 
vehicle on the roadway? Bicycles, scooters, e bikes have access to the highway/road system, and 
they are not licensed nor insured, as they move from the road to sidewalk in-order to bypass traffic 
lights. 
 
After this past year, I would think most of the local communities would welcome the extra business, 
once travel is safe of course. This would help boost their local economy and possible enable some of 
the smaller businesses to survive and become better known - stopping for gas, having a coffee, 
lunch, etc.  
 
I am finding with my self not riding as much due to having to trailer everywhere and not always 
having access to a trailer. Atving is my biggest passion. Having road allowance will make Atving that 
much more enjoyable. I can just jump on a trail ride through small towns along my adventure stop for 
something to eat, stop and small business I may not have noticed before and provide business to 
them. It will be a great opportunity for all the communities.  
 
I hope everyone on this committee can see that a positive outcome can happen from road to trail 
access, allowing families and friend to get together and enjoy a day trip or even overnight to some of 
the hidden treasures in the City of Kawartha Lakes. 
Thank You 
Ashley Kendrick  
 

 
On Mar 7, 2021, at 1:20 PM, Harold McCrum < > wrote: 
 
Pat, I am writing as a resident of Lindsay (………..) and one who regularly uses the trail system.  I 
would like to say positive things about the use of RV on the trail system but unfortunately I can’t.  
They damage the trail . As one who pedals for exercise the ruts and damage done is considerable.  
  
I expect most RV people are considerate but I have had situations when a RV speeds past stops,  
spin tires trowing gravel as they try doing a spin out move on a trail they were banned from using. I 
am sure you are familiar with the damage done to the sidewalk near the Logie park when a trail bike 
user raced down the freshly poured concrete.  
  
My concern is safety for those walking along with concern regarding children when walking along the 
Trail. Sadly there is nil to none enforcement of existing rules.  
 
I think the trail system works well now and is enjoyed by many individuals of all ages. Changes to 
include RV will not make it more safe or more enjoyable. 
  
Thanks for your ear. 
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Harold Mccrum 
 

 
From:  
Sent: Monday, March 8, 2021 10:28 AM 
To: Andy Letham <aletham@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: New Response Completed - Contact Mayor and Council 
In regard to opening roads up for ATV use, I'm against it on the principle that they already use them 
illegally and there is little to zero policing done to correct the illegal use. 
 
And I don't mean licensed drivers using them with their insured and plated vehicles, I specifically 
mean the unlicensed, usually under age drivers, with no plates and no insurance that drive past my 
house every single day (literally, every single day of the year - in the summer it's their dirt bikes, in 
the winter it's their snowmobiles) to access the trails. 
 
Do you think making it legal for ATV's to be on the road will make it more or less likely that people 
will abuse the law (laws people already don't respect)? 
 
The problem for me is not the people who get their licenses, get their plates, and get their insurance. 
The problem is the people who don't. The people who come out to our communities, or live in our 
communities, who feel they're entitled to do what they want. I recall a specific conversation on this 
issue that occurred in our community discussions where one member actually said he moved out 
here specifically so he COULD let his kids go ride without police presence. And he's absolutely right 
- there is no police presence in our community, and their kids ride their ATV's, dirt bikes, and 
snowmobiles on the roads every day. 
 
You want community support to allow ATV's on our roads? Police the people who already ignore the 
laws. Making it legal for more of them to be on the road just makes it easier for more of them to 
blatantly break the law and flout it in the community, and then it really isn't a matter of if one of these 
uninsured, unlicensed kids or adults has an accident it's just a matter of when.  
 
Policing and enforcement needs to increase significantly before I'll support this, and I will continue to 
actively, loudly, and vehemently oppose it at every opportunity unless the City and law enforcement 
step up to ensure compliance with the current laws BEFORE allowing more access. 
Tammy Moreau 
 

 
From:  
Sent: Monday, March 8, 2021 12:02 PM 
To: Andy Letham <aletham@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Cc: Christine Briggs <cbriggs@kawarthalakes.ca>; Ron Taylor <rtaylor@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: New Response Completed - Contact Mayor and Council 
 
Good morning, 
I am writing to convey my strong SUPPORT TO ALLOW ORV's to have access on roads in the 
Township.  Here are some points I would like to address that are relevant to support this 
allowance.  I believe these are a few worth noting. 
 
In 2020 Kawartha ATV had reported its membership had almost doubled. This clearly shows an 
increased support for the recreational interest in the "sport" itself. Recreational users don't primarily 
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use the roads as a means for touring, but more of a way to route between trails to link yrail to trail 
and allows them to get the fuel they need, support a local restaurant with a food/drink rest stop.  
 
The year 2020 has been difficult mentally in a lot of ways for every age group and families. Covid-19 
lockdowns have shown us that we need to start exploring the areas in which we live.  We need to 
simplify our off time from work. Utilizing our hometowns and exploring locally has been the 
messaging...therefore,  promoting the idea that getting outdoors is a way to do this.  Giving road 
access and supporting outdoor recreation will give people of all ages a way to explore locally and 
bond. This encourages this lifestyle and messaging given in the past year.  It brings a sense of pride 
for me to go out riding as a family with my children. We bond through these ATVing 
experiences.   So much has been advanced technology wise and screen time is a problem. One of 
the greatest challenges with our future generation is to get our young ones outside and find passion 
outside of electronics.   We have such beautiful and unique surroundings in this area. I feel the ORV 
community appreciates the beauty of nature with NO intention in destroying it.  Most are extremely 
respectful of the sport and the people living in this town. I view road access as a privilege not to be 
abused.  I think most in the sport would agree wholeheartedly.  
 
I appreciate you reading this and hope it's used for your consideration. 
 
Thank you, 
April Chambers  
 

From:  
Sent: Monday, March 8, 2021 12:19 PM 
To: Andy Letham <aletham@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Cc: Christine Briggs <cbriggs@kawarthalakes.ca>; Ron Taylor <rtaylor@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: New Response Completed - Contact Mayor and Council 
 
i am just writing to show my support for allowing atvs and side by sides access to the side of rural 
roads and trails in our area. the atv market and industy is very popular and growing everyday, which 
more and more people in our area are buying. we simply wish to be able to travel the side of our 
local roads to access trails and gas stations. the atv community is growing very fast and offers alot of 
opportunities to support local businesses and the economy. we spend alot of money on these units 
including full insurance and taxes. if the city was more open to this growing industry then it would 
see more business the area and more local revenue for everyone. thank you.  
Peter Moniz 
 

 
On Mar 8, 2021, at 1:57 PM, bruce barrett < > wrote: 
 
Hi Pat - just wanted to ask you to strongly oppose a move we understand is coming forward in March 
to allow ATVs direct trail access through the town streets of lindsay. 
 
 can’t think of anything less attractive for our town than having ATVs on our local streets. 
 
There has already been a marked increase in modified sports cars tearing around town spring, 
summer and fall at all hours, with little or no impact from policing agencies despite resident 
complaints. 
 
Adding ATV noise pollution to the mix has us going in the wrong community direction. 
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Our neighbourhoods should celebrate the quaint beauty of small town Ontario with the ongoing 
downtown enhancements, the paths along the river, our farmer’s market, and the beautification of 
our parks. 
 
Let’s keep lindsay on a trajectory that values children playing, families in their yards, and people 
walking along our streets able to enjoy pleasant conversation. 
 
None of that involves ATVs on town streets - please ensure this gets an unqualified “no thank you” 
on behalf of the people who live here. 
 
Many thanks, Bruce and Lesley Barrett 
 

 
From:  
Sent: Monday, March 8, 2021 2:05 PM 
To: Andy Letham <aletham@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Cc: Christine Briggs <cbriggs@kawarthalakes.ca>; Ron Taylor <rtaylor@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: New Response Completed - Contact Mayor and Council 
 
I am in favor of opening up the road allowances for ORV  
Murray Blouard 

 

 
Sent: Monday, March 8, 2021 4:38:55 PM 
I am in favour of having ATV’s on our local roadways, I believe it would be much easier to police 
when people aren’t trying to use routes to evade police and public. 
Darren Rankin 
 

 
From: The McCuaigs < > 
Sent: Monday, March 8, 2021 6:35 PM 
To: Ron Ashmore 
Subject: ATV Road Access  
  
 We are writing to show our support to allow road access for ATV's in Kawartha Lakes. As you are 
aware ATV's are required to be licensed and insured, unlike E-bikes, scooters and even bicycles that 
are allowed to use the roads currently. My wife and I along with family and friends have travelled 
Ontario and Quebec ATVing and have seen a lot of beautiful country that we would never have seen 
without the benefit of ATVing. We have dropped thousands of dollars over the years in ATV friendly 
communities, We buy gas, groceries, stop for meals, rent cottages, shop in local stores and these 
are just a few example's, It is a huge boost to the local economy and tourism in these communities. 
The Sad part is that Kawartha Lakes has a lot of beautiful country to be seen and is missing out on 
this type of economic and tourism dollars as it is very inaccessible without trailering ATV's to certain 
areas due to lack of road access. I think making ATVing more accessible in Kawartha Lakes would 
not only make Kawartha Lakes a destination for ATVers but it would also help all of our local 
businesses especially in light of the struggles they are facing as a result of Covid 19. We trust you 
will make the right decision and we thank you all for your hard work making Kawartha Lakes a great 
place to live and play. 
  
Thanks Brian and Rhonda McCuaig 
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First, Pat, I've corrected your email address for this message, as well as those for the "Friends" 
groups.  
 
Second, I probably did not accurately express what I meant about snow machine operators vs ATV 
operators, and so I likely offended some people inadvertently; for that I sincerely apologize.  I have 
no doubt that many snow machine operators are extremely considerate and attentive to safe 
operation of their vehicles.  It appears to me that the population of snow machine operators is 
considerably larger than that of ATV operators, so perhaps there is a wider range of behaviours in 
the larger population.  I have many friends and acquaintances who are polite, considerate and safe 
snow machine operators.  Again, I apologize for my poorly worded statements. 
Don 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: Margaret/Don Hughes < 
To:  
Sent: Monday, March 8, 2021, 4:32:19 p.m. EST 
Subject: Input re Off Road Vehicle Task Force 
 
Hello Pat 
 
I welcome the opportunity to provide some input into extension of trail use (and connecting roads) by 
ORVs.  I am generally in favour with multiple use trails, provided there is a balance that does not 
appreciably hamper the enjoyment of use by any particular party, and provided that safe use is 
assured above all.  I use local trails for walking, biking, and X-C skiing, mainly the Victoria Rail Trail 
at the south end of Lindsay as well as the Rotary Trail, and nearby portions of the Trans-Canada 
Trail. I also visit other trails within the CKL during spring through fall. Before moving to Lindsay in 
2013, I resided in Bancroft for 18 years, and in the Owen Sound area for 15 years, so I have 
experienced a range of recreational trail use. 
 
First, I understand there has been some issue raised about the composition of the Task Force, 
specifically in that (reportedly) all members are also operators of ORVs. While I believe that the 
members can contribute fairly to this review, it is always important to not only avoid conflict of 
interest but also the appearance of conflict of interest.  I think the inclusion of at least one trail user 
who is not an ORV operator would be a minimum standard to meet this condition. 
 
As a trail walker, I appreciate the fact that the Victoria Rail Trail adjacent to my subdivision near the 
Lindsay Golf Course is groomed for snow machines.  In winters with considerable snow 
accumulation, that grooming keeps the trail readily walkable. For the most part, I myself have not 
experienced much issue with snow machines being driven too fast for safe sharing of the trail, but I 
have heard that some of my neighbours have had such experiences.  I would comment that perhaps 
the posted 50 km/hr speed limit is too high for a trail that attracts many walkers, many of whom are 
families with young ones in strollers as well as many dog walkers.  I think once south of Golden Mile, 
the 50 km/hr speed limit would be appropriate.   
 
Most of my use of the Rotary Trail takes place in the non-winter months, so i would look for input 
from those who do enjoy it in winter more than I do.  Going through the heart of downtown Lindsay, It 
does not strike me as being as compatible with multiple use. 
 
One comment I have about ATV operators is that they tend to pass walkers with greater care and 
lower speed than do many snow machine operators.  I also recognize and appreciate that ATV club 
members do trail cleanup each spring. 
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I have heard comments about night-time use of trails (and connecting roads) by snow machines. 
There are noise concerns, as well as impressions that speeds are often reportedly high.  Recently, 
our neighbourhood reported that snow machines were traversing the new Logie Street park, and 
possibly driving over newly planted shrubs and trees.  The CKL responded by placing signs stating 
NO MOTORIZED VEHICLES, but snow machines have continued to go through the park. I have 
noticed that the same problem exists at Memorial Park. 
 
This raises the question of enforcement.  I have observed much less than minimal enforcement 
activity on the trails and connecting roadways.  Obviously, some users are disregarding clear signs 
of prohibited use, and quite likely there are speed violations as well.  I recognize that it may be a 
small minority of operators who are not obeying restrictions, but if adequate enforcement cannot be 
afforded, then perhaps extended use should not be entertained at all.  One additional enforcement-
related issue I wish to raise concerns motorized dirt bikes.  My understanding is that such vehicles 
are not permitted on any of the trails, yet we often see (and very much hear!) them during spring 
through fall.  Those operators tend to be the least considerate of other trail users, and also frequently 
operate the bikes in ways that damage the trail's surface. 
 
In conclusion, I would say that current ORV use of trails and connecting roads is causing some 
issues of conflict with other trail users and with residents generally.  These issues will only increase 
with increased residential development.  Before extending permitted ORV use on more trails and 
roads, I believe that the cost of adequate enforcement of both current and extended use needs to be 
determined and committed to. 
 
Pat, I thank you for all the areas of your dedicated service to the CKL and its residents, and trust that 
your task force will conduct a comprehensive and fair review. 
 
Sincerely, 
Don Hughes, Lindsay ON 

 
From: Ryan Newman <  
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 6:19 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Trail System Through Lindsay 
 
Good morning  
I have grew up in the kawartha’s my hole life and remember when you were allowed to go through 
the town of Lindsay, it made the trail system more enjoyable. I currently live in courtice which is 
relatively close to the Bethany trails. My parents live in fenelon falls and my aunt lives in burnt river. 
My wife and myself enjoy riding from Lindsay and up north to see family and enjoy the views along 
the way. We make frequent stops for food, gas, any events that are taking place Ex: Kinmount has 
an outdoor flee market they set up right on the trails which is pretty neat. It would be nice to be able 
to come from bethany and ride straight through to fenelon stopping in Lindsay for fuel and lunch 
which helps boast economy with in the town. Also promotes other riders to enjoy the same benifits 
from riding through the town helping expand the trial system. Within bethany there’s a little 
restaurant and fuel stop which sells excellent pizza and an amazing breakfast, I imagine a lot of 
riders part of our club haven’t enjoyed it cause the trails from Lindsay to bethany arnt that worth 
getting the trailer loaded up hope there’s parking and have to go around Lindsay to see the rest of 
the trails that kawartha has to offer. Parking at the superior propane and deciding to head south 
allows riders to stop at fenelon Lindsay and bethany which is all potential income for small 
businesses within the community, to me that’s a big deal. Will there be issues with ones that don’t 
respect the rules possibly but as a community , laws , bi law, and task forces this can narrow down 

mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca
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the ones that give riding a bad name and get the situation back in order. I hope this email helps in 
showing a brighter picture for the members and people that enjoy this sport and help smaller 
communities within these trail systems. I vote for the route through Lindsay I hope the council can 
look into this further. 
Thanks for taking the time to read. 
 

 
From: Sandy Scott <>  
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 8:58 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Off road will crest more trail traffic 
 
If allowing off road vehicle is approved, this would create even more unwanted ATV traffic along the 
Victoria Rail Trail. Over the years, many attempts have been made to regulate and control the 
behaviour on the trail. These include large and small stop signs, large and small 20 km speed signs, 
Wardens (no authority), Bylaw officers (Limited authority), OPP officers (Limited availability), and 
education. With all the efforts that have been put forth for years, I has shown to have little to no 
effect.  In March 2006, there was a comprehensive trail master plan created for the city. Their 
recommendation was to have all motorized vehicles removed immediately from Garnett Graham 
Park to North Line Rd. due to safety concerns. It was recommended to use the unopened road 
allowance which starts beyond the baseball diamond (which is connected to the town for their 
enjoyment).   This was not always an ATV trail. The train would run through this Corredor twice a 
week, Tuesdays and Thursdays.  This should have never been deemed an open trail for the atvs. 
People have ALWAYS walked this trail way before ATV’s.   People that walk along this Area are 
constantly having to hear noise pollution.  When walking, cycling, jogging, taking grandkids out, 
elderly grandparents, the high school uses this trail for outdoor Education, walking/cycling groups, all 
are left in a cloud of fumes and dust to be inhaled. How is this ok?  How is it that we lost our right to 
have the freedom to be safe on the trail. When we hear them coming, we have to gather our 
children, grandchildren, pets, to squeeze off to the side. Again, left to inhale dirty air of fumes and 
dust. Why is the bypass not considered when it was strongly recommended to be done immediately 
in 2006, now being 2021? You’ve had many years with signs, etc that does not work. Now it’s time to 
consider the residents in a very heavily residential area to finally proceed with what was strongly 
recommended in 2006. Will this be done?    
 
Sandra 
 

 
Sent: Monday, March 8, 2021 6:31 PM 
 
I’m in support of allowing road access for ATVs, I believe this is a great opportunity for local 
restaurants and businesses especially as we go through these hard times with Covid. More families 
have taken to the great outdoors to spend time with their families, and allowing links through towns 
and small villages will greatly help the experience. 
 
Thanks   Martin Herlihey 
 

 
Sent: Monday, March 8, 2021 6:33 PM 
I would like to express my support for expanding ATV access to local roads in our community. I 
believe this can be safely managed with the proper oversight in place. Thank you 
Dan Whalen 

mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca
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Sent: Monday, March 8, 2021 6:41 PM 
Hello our comment/suggestion is as follows: 
 
Please approve to allow licensed and insured ATV’s legal access on the road ways in Pontypool, 
and other areas within a City of a Kawartha Lakes in order that ATV’s can to get to trails in different 
areas, we fully support the Kawartha ATV club in all of their efforts in this. 
The businesses in Pontypool would certainly benefit with more business especially during these 
Covid times.  
Thank you 
Ann and Glen Leeder 
Home owners of 42 years in Pontypool. 
 

 
Sent: Monday, March 8, 2021 8:25 PM 
I am definitely in favour of allowing road access for ATV’s. This is an opportunity for even more 
people to visit and enjoy our City. 
Ryan Bell 

 

 
Sent: Monday, March 8, 2021 8:39 PM 
Good day, 
I’m writing this note in support of ATV accessibility to roadways in the Pontypool and Bethany 
communities. This would benefit the businesses as well as the mental health of our neighbours and 
families looking hobbies in trying times.  
Thanks for the consideration 
David Landry 

 
Sent: Monday, March 8, 2021 10:56 PM 
Let’s make CKL accessible for all to be able to travel From Community to community 
Kelly Mulligan 

 

 
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 6:50 AM 
Good morning.  
Can we please look at making ATV’s legal on the shoulders or side of the road simply so we can get 
from one trail to the other legally? Bethany/Pontypool area. 
Andrea Mcdonald 

 

 
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 7:00 AM 
I just wanted to express my support for allowing road access for ATV’s in Kawartha Lakes. It 
promotes tourism and supports local businesses wherever it is allowed. I think it would have a great 
economic impact in our area and would benefit all kinds of businesses especially since they are 
struggling after the fallout from Covid 19. 
Brian Wannop 
 

Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 8:01 AM 
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Hello All, 
 
I just wanted to express my support for allowing road access for ATV’s in Kawartha Lakes. With the 
world wide COVID Pandemic and lock downs many many small businesses have had to close their 
doors. ATV UTV riding is growing and laws are changing. Allowing road access to ATV's and UTV's 
gets people out on rides and support local small businesses that need the support the most. To have 
the City Of Kawartha Lakes not support road access for ATV's UTV's is a direct impact to local small 
businesses - Gas, Food, Shopping, Overnight Accommodations, Repairs and parts. Riders will 
spend money where they can ride. 
 
Thank You, 
Concerned Resident 
Bruce McMaster 
 

 
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 9:35 AM 
ATV’s should be allowed to drive on roads! 
Caitlyn Riches 
 

 
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 10:08 AM 
This email is to show support for the law to be  
Passed regarding ATVs using roadways to get to designated trail systems. I’ve lived in pontypool for 
5 years and have followed the laws but I believe it’s time for change.  
Chris Gordon 

 

 
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 9:18 AM 
It would be a great idea to open up more trails for riders. It’s just like snowmobile trails. If this is 
passed I’m sure riders will respect the rules so they aren’t taken away from us. “Stay on designated 
trails, obey rules”. Hope this happens. Nothing better then being outdoors with family and friends 

👍👌 

Derek Lalonde 
 

 
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 10:32 AM 
The city of Kawartha Lakes needs to modenize with the times. It is no longer a retirement town ànd 
its citizens will benifit from the revenue generated by off road enthusiasts. When some one is willing 
to invest in high priced activities they are not affraid to spend money locally to support our 
community. Thank you 
Nick Ruscitti 
 

 
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 10:33 AM 
This email is for I Mackenzie King am in favor of atv's being permitted on all road ways of the 
Kawartha Lakes and surrounding city's. The city of Kawartha Lakes is home to many beautiful trails 
to explore by atv which are accessed by many roadways, taking this away would mean less tourists 
filled trails that help support local businesses from gas stations to small restaurants.  
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Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 10:36 AM 
This email is for I Dawn Brown am in favor of atv's being permitted on all road ways of the Kawartha 
Lakes and surrounding city's. The city of Kawartha Lakes is home to many beautiful trails to explore 
by atv which are accessed by many roadways, taking this away would mean less tourists filled trails 
that help support local businesses from gas stations to small restaurants. 
 

 
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 10:37 AM 
This email is for I Kevin R Brown am in favor of atv's being permitted on all road ways of the 
Kawartha Lakes and surrounding city's. The city of Kawartha Lakes is home to many beautiful trails 
to explore by atv which are accessed by many roadways, taking this away would mean less tourists 
filled trails that help support local businesses from gas stations to small restaurants.  
 

 

Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 10:39 AM 
This email is for I Dan Carroll am in favor of atv's being permitted on all road ways of the Kawartha 
Lakes and surrounding city's. The city of Kawartha Lakes is home to many beautiful trails to explore 
by atv which are accessed by many roadways, taking this away would mean less tourists filled trails 
that help support local businesses from gas stations to small restaurants.  
 

 
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 10:41 AM 
This email is for I Kourtney King am in favor of atv's being permitted on all road ways of the 
Kawartha Lakes and surrounding city's. The city of Kawartha Lakes is home to many beautiful trails 
to explore by atv which are accessed by many roadways, taking this away would mean less tourists 
filled trails that help support local businesses from gas stations to small restaurants.  

 
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 10:43 AM 
This email is for I Darren James am in favor of atv's being permitted on all road ways of the 
Kawartha Lakes and surrounding city's. The city of Kawartha Lakes is home to many beautiful trails 
to explore by atv which are accessed by many roadways, taking this away would mean less tourists 
filled trails that help support local businesses from gas stations to small restaurants.  
 

 
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 10:44 AM 
I am for the allowing of ATV/UTV'S access to road in Kawartha Lakes as I believe it will help local 
businesses. 
Stacy McMaster 
 

 
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 10:46 AM 
This email is for I Pam McQuaid am in favor of atv's being permitted on all road ways of the 
Kawartha Lakes and surrounding city's. The city of Kawartha Lakes is home to many beautiful trails 
to explore by atv which are accessed by many roadways, taking this away would mean less tourists 
filled trails that help support local businesses from gas stations to small restaurants.  
 

 
Phone call: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 11:16am 
Resident concerned about the increased traffic in Lindsay, Bobcaygeon and Fenelon Falls if ATVs 
are permitted on the roads. ATVers tend to travel in large groups and she’s worried about locals who 
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already have to navigate through heavy tourist traffic on their way to work now also having to deal 
with lines of ATVs. She suggested prohibiting them on in town roads between 7:30 and 9:30am and 
between 4:00 and 6:00pm for those who work. 
M. Davis 
 

 
From: findjanet < >  
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 11:34 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ORV changes in the City of Kawartha Lakes 
 
Hello,  
 
I am a resident of the City of Kawartha Lakes, I live east of Pontypool on ……………….. ORV drivers 
regularly illegally ride down the side of our road and on the road. When they ride down the side of 
the road a large quantity of dust is usually produced in the spring, summer and fall. The dust covers 
our vehicles, our home, our outdoor furniture and the meals we are trying to enjoy 
on our covered porch which serves as an outdoor living area from May to October. I am deeply 
disappointed that ORVs are being prioritized over land owner's enjoyment of their property. 
 
I have a number of questions and concerns. 
What are the planned routes to be approved in the Pontypool/Bethany area?  
Will speed limits on roads approved be reduced to the speed capacity of ORVs? 
Will the sides of roads be paved to allow safe transport for ORVs if speed limits are not reduced?  
 
Roads in our area are not well maintained by the City, our road, Pontypool Road has been crumbling 
for years. Fixing roads should be a priority if ORVs are going to be allowed. We are regularly used 
as an emergency vehicle route, commonly have cycling clubs using the road, too often riding side by 
side or having to ride further out onto the road because of potholes and crumbling roadway, we are a 
route for motorcycles touring through the area as well. If ORVs are added to Pontypool Road, a hilly, 
well travelled road, especially in the summer, please consider paving the roadside for them or 
reducing the road speed to the speed ORVs travel to prevent accidents. ORVs travelling down 
unpaved roadsides ruins a homeowners experience of their property. For years we have dealt with 
irresponsible ORV riders raising gravel dust on the roadside and trespassing on the Buddhist 
Temple property we manage. 
 
We continue to have people illegally riding ORVs down the roadside and on the road. This winter 
there were also challenges with snowmobiling in fields planted with winter wheat on the Buddhist 
and neighbouring property. Since contacting the OPP those trespassing on fields near us has been 
curtailed. A good deal of public awareness and monitoring will be needed to introduce ORVs to 
roadways. 
 
I encourage you to consider property owners and the negative impacts we will suffer if you do nor 
properly address the impact of your proposed road use for ORVs.  
 
I would like to see full consultation with the OPP, Emergency Services, the CKL Roads Department, 
the cycling clubs that have used area roads and other interest groups such as Mennonites using 
buggies on the road sides throughout the City, as well as homeowner groups who will be impacted 
by the plans the task force is making. 
 
Best regards, 
Janet Vanderveen 
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Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 12:08 PM 
 
I just wanted to express my support for allowing road access for ATV’s in Kawartha Lakes. I know 
how much it promotes tourism and supports local businesses wherever it is allowed. I think it would 
have a great economic impact in our area and would benefit all kinds of businesses especially since 
they are struggling after the fallout from Covid 19.  
Kim Finley 
 

 
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 12:17 PM 
 
I just wanted to express my support for allowing road access for ATV’s in Kawartha Lakes. I know 
how much it promotes tourism and supports local businesses wherever it is allowed. I think it would 
have a great economic impact in our area and would benefit all kinds of businesses especially since 
they are struggling after the fallout from Covid 19.  
Jim Finley 
 

 
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 1:20 PM 
This email is for I Ryan McQuaid am in favor of atv's being permitted on all road ways of the 
Kawartha Lakes and surrounding city's. The city of Kawartha Lakes is home to many beautiful trails 
to explore by atv which are accessed by many roadways, taking this away would mean less tourists 
filled trails that help support local businesses from gas stations to small restaurants. 
Ryan McQuaid 

 

 

Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 1:22 PM 
This email is for I Donna Squce am in favor of atv's being permitted on all road ways of the Kawartha 
Lakes and surrounding city's. The city of Kawartha Lakes is home to many beautiful trails to explore 
by atv which are accessed by many roadways, taking this away would mean less tourists filled trails 
that help support local businesses from gas stations to small restaurants. 
Donna Squce 
 

 
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 1:23 PM 
This email is for I Clifton Skuce am in favor of atv's being permitted on all road ways of the Kawartha 
Lakes and surrounding city's. The city of Kawartha Lakes is home to many beautiful trails to explore 
by atv which are accessed by many roadways, taking this away would mean less tourists filled trails 
that help support local businesses from gas stations to small restaurants. 
Clifton Skuce 
 

 
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 1:26 PM 
This email is for I Kylie McQuaid am in favor of atv's being permitted on all road ways of the 
Kawartha Lakes and surrounding city's. The city of Kawartha Lakes is home to many beautiful trails 
to explore by atv which are accessed by many roadways, taking this away would mean less tourists 
filled trails that help support local businesses from gas stations to small restaurants.  
Kylie McQuaid 
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Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 1:27 PM 
This email is for I Tegan McQuaid am in favor of atv's being permitted on all road ways of the 
Kawartha Lakes and surrounding city's. The city of Kawartha Lakes is home to many beautiful trails 
to explore by atv which are accessed by many roadways, taking this away would mean less tourists 
filled trails that help support local businesses from gas stations to small restaurants. 
Tegan McQuaid 
 

 
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 2:46 PM 
Good day.  
I’m written to agree that off-road vehicles should have available access to some roads to travel from 
town to town.  
Thanks for all the hard work you are putting in to expand our off-road community. 
Jordan Bell 
 

 
Sent: Wednesday, March 10, 2021 1:28 AM 
Hello Mayor & Council. 
I have a couple of questions in regards to ATV’s and riding them. 
 
1. Are the recommended roads in Lindsay to allow riders to get from one trail point to the other while 
on there ATV, or is it more of a way for hauling your trailered ATV from one point to the other? 
 
2. For the ATV riders that live along HWY 35 South near Pontypool, are they allowed to use the old 
35 that is now a trail and Porter Road to connect to other trails?  
 
There so many nice places for local riders to enjoy when they want to go out for a ride and to have 
the ability to stop at a local gas station to fuel up or to get something to drink, like a bottle of water, or 
a quick snack to grab to eat. 
I also understand there’s also gripe from people that don’t like ATV’s because of the disrespect they 
cause, however, it’s a real shame to punish all riders because the bad apples that just ruin it all for 
the good ones. 
 
You can reply back by my email address for the questions I asked. 
 
Thank you in advance for your time to read this and to answer back. 
Emily Kasperski 

 

 
On Mar 10, 2021, at 9:15 AM, Andersons < > wrote: 

Dear Mr Dunn: 
Thank you for your response to my recent email. I am relieved to hear that the Task Force 
recommendations “do not include the use of any trails in Lindsay that are not already approved for 
use by ATVs”.  
Further to this issue, however, I now need to express my shock at learning that the Task Force will 
make recommendations regarding use of ATVs on roads. Without reiterating the arguments outlined 
by Dr Peter Petrosoniak in his recent Letter to the Editor in the Lindsay Advocate, let me just say that 
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I wholeheartedly echo his concerns. https://lindsayadvocate.ca/citys-atv-task-force-must-put-health-
of-citizens-ahead-of-all-else/  
The health and safety issues he raises are deeply troubling as is the lack of attention to 
environmental issues.  
In addition, Council’s lack of focus on active transportation is indeed short sighted.  
Sincerely  
Kathy Anderson  
 

 

From: audress LaPorte   
Sent: Wednesday, March 10, 2021 11:45 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: opening roads for atv 
 
To who it concerns   it would be wonderful if Town of Lindsay could  
could loosen up a bit and open rural roads for atv to be able to connect to the trails  
 
I know safety first   with thanks Audress LaPorte    
 

 
From: Howard Reeds < >  
Sent: Wednesday, March 10, 2021 2:34 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject:  
 
I am in favor of atving on roads in the kawartha lakes.I would like to acknowledge that most people 
who purchase passes ride respectfully and safely. Thanks 
 

 

Sent: Wednesday, March 10, 2021 2:22 PM 
Please allow off-road vehicles to use the road ways to go from one trail to another. This is what CKL 
is all about!  
Thank you  
Diana Heacock 
 

 
Date: March 11, 2021 at 7:50:51 AM EST 
I am in favour of allowing road access to ATVs in the CKL. We live in a unique area filled with many 
trails for everyone to use. I walk the trails and have no problems making way for the 
snowmobiles/ATVS. Always plenty of room to pass safely.  
There are also many trails that motorized vehicles cannot access giving solitude to those that prefer 
the  total nature experience.  
All vehicles should be licensed and insured and abide by all Government laws.  
Thank you for your time and I’m confident you will see both sides of this debate and realize there is 
room for us all to share the roads/trails. 
Maureen Crawford 
 

 
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 9:20 A 

https://lindsayadvocate.ca/citys-atv-task-force-must-put-health-of-citizens-ahead-of-all-else/
https://lindsayadvocate.ca/citys-atv-task-force-must-put-health-of-citizens-ahead-of-all-else/
mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca
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I support the use of ATV's and side by side's to be used safely on our roads which will also have a 
beneficial impact on our struggling local business's. The model for Fenelon Falls allowance of this 
has clearly proven that this is a successful venture.  
Jeff McLean 
 

 
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 10:01 AM 
I am sending my support for atvs to be allowed on all roadways within the community and 
surrounding area. 
Jamie Bullock 
 

 
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 10:02 AM 
We feel that it is very important to us when we visit our location in the Kawartha's to have the ability 
to use out ATV's and side by sides. it has been a great way to keep our kids and our grand children 
involved and excited to visit with us at the family cottage. I'm sure it is a very big impact on the 
economical well being of the area as well. I know whent here is a bunch of us out for a tour, we 
definalty try to give the county an economical boost. Thank you for your time.. Dave and Teri Vincent 
 

 
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 10:03 AM 
I fully support atvs, side by sides and other all terrain vehicles on our roadways. With all of our trail 
systems and beautiful countryside I feel being able to get to these trails and enjoy them the best we 
can.  
Jeremy Stone 
 

 
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 10:03 AM 
I support the use of ATV’s and Side by Side’s on public roads. 
Taera McLean 

 

Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 10:06 AM 
Allow the use of ATV/side by side on roads 
Bryan Armour 
 

 
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 10:07 AM 
I strongly support the use of ATV's & side by sides on our tax payer roads especially at a time where 
activities are at a low, mental health needs to be seriously considered during these times and allow 
people to get out and enjoy our beautiful landscapes.  
Adina Blondin 
 

 
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 10:15 AM 
The use of ATV's on roadways has been proven many times over to increase tourism in the area and 
provide locally owned stores with increased business. 
If laws are enacted correctly, there are many benefits to be shared amongst the community.  
Adam Gardner 
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Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 10:19 AM 
Good Morning Mr. Mayor; I wanted to take this opportunity to voice my support to allow ATV’s to use 
our public roads to gain access to our vast network of trails in Kawartha Lakes. Our area is currently 
struggling economically, and the influx of much needed tourism dollars that could be realized by this 
venture would go a long way to building sustainable economic growth for our area. Thank You.  
Tom Hickey 
 

 
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 10:43 AM 
Good morning. I am sending council this message this morning in regards to my desire to have the 
City of Kawartha lakes consider allowing atv’s and side by sides the opportunity to use the county 
roads. As an avid outdoors family we would love the opportunity to have access certain roads when 
we ride in the future.  
Thank you for your consideration, Chris Fisher 
 

 
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 10:51 AM 
My comment to the Mayor and Council is to show my support to allow ATV's and Side-by-Sides to 
use public roads to gain access to the network of trails in the Kawartha Lakes area. The sport is 
enjoyed by many families and individuals and has the potential to have a positive impact on the 
community by attracting tourism dollars for local businesses. Communities throughout Ontario have 
granted similar access to use public roads and those areas are benefiting from it. In addition, as 
people look to move to more rural areas, this type of access can have the ability to attract more 
homeowners and therefore more tax dollars in the community. Thank you. 
Bryan Kingdon 
 

 
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 11:00 AM 
Good Morning Mr. Mayor & Council, 
I support allowing ATV’s to use our public roads to gain access to our vast network of trails in the 
Kawartha Lakes.  
Thank you.   Kimberly E. Dowhanick, B.A.  and  Terrance M. Dowhanick, B.Sc., Ph.D. 
 

 
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 11:10 AM 
We need ATVs to be road legal. Please 
Phil Hodgson 
 

 
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 11:21 AM 
I support allowing ATVs to be ridden on CKL roads. 
Percy Sonegra 
 

 
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 11:39 AM 
I agree that four wheelers and side by sides should be allowed to use side roads for access to trails 
and towns. 
Fred Oliver 
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Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 12:00 PM 
Writing to you sending our support for ATV & Side x Side vehicles ability to access designated road 
use. Great for tourism and bring more more people to the area supporting small business. Have 
ridden in many areas with this policy in place and would be great for the area giving locals and 
tourists more access to enjoy the region. 
Thank you 
Liam Hiland 
 

 
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 12:17 PM 
Hello Mayor and Council 
I wanted to take this opportunity to voice my support to allow ATV’s to use our public roads to gain 
access to our vast network of trails in Kawartha Lakes.  
We have been so progressive in many ways, but keeping ATVS off public roads makes no sense. 
Most of the ATV owners are home owners who are responsible citizens and take the rules of the 
road very serious. 
Spending tax dollars ticketing or preventing the ATV owners from using the roads is not an affective 
use of our tax dollars. 
Thank you 
Mario Mazziotti 
 

 
From: John Render <>  
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 1:17 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ORV access through Lindsay 
I’m going to keep this short and sweet....by providing access to ORV’s through Lindsay allowing the 
trails to connect, you would be bringing a lot of money into your area.   
As you are aware, many of your amenities will benefit from this.   
ORV’s are gaining popularity, and you don’t need to look very far to see how a community can 
benefit from allowing access.   
It’s time!    
Thank you., John Render   
 

 
 
From: Jay Kennedy <  
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 2:10 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ORV meeting 
 
Hi Brianne, I won’t be able to attend the upcoming meeting on March 19 th as I’ll be away, but as a 
family that loves atving and spending more time outdoors than inside, we just wanted to vote/inform 
whomever that we are all for opening roads in the CKL to atvs.  
 
Kind regards, 
Jason Kennedy and family 
 

 
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 2:22 PM 
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I support the use of ATV’s and Side by Side’s on public roads. My whole family uses the public roads 
to get to trails. I can't imagine this being taken away from us. 
Shannon Linton 
 

 
From: Mike Fielding   
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 3:29 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Atv task force. 
 
Good afternoon, 
As a resident of Kawartha lakes I fully support the ATV and side by side open roads initiative if you 
need to contact me XXXXXXX. 
Best regards Mike Fielding.  
 

 
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 3:28:57 PM 
I like to see the atv a loud for the road 
Chris Harris 
 

 
From: John Marianne Beardmore <  
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 4:42 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ORV on Rural Roads 
 
We live on a small dead end gravel road, so it has limited traffic. Most summer weekends for the 
past 10 years we would see an average of 2-5 ATV riders come down our road. Last summer was 
an anomaly, probably due to the pandemic wherein we had 40-50 on one weekend. The number 
was alarming to us and the noise was frightening to our horses who did spook and became injured. 
Working with KATVA and our local Councillor we ascertained that it was illegal for these vehicles to 
be on the road, they had to be licensed and abide by the speed limit.  
 
We can verify that these conditions were not followed as we observed ATVs without licenses, people 
who appeared underage, people without helmets and they were most definitely not going the speed 
limit. It was the high rate of speed and the loud mufflers and backfiring and blaring music which 
spooked the horses – if people drive by at a normal rate of speed, they do not lift their heads. In fact, 
I could hear them from inside the house when I cannot usually hear cars. A fair number of the ATVs 
did have visible KATVA decals on them, so should know the rules – the most important being our 
road was illegal to ride on at that time.  
 
This was not a onetime occurrence last summer as another weekend also saw a huge number of 
riders, with more riders than usual most weekends all summer. By the end of the summer, we were 
tired of hearing them speeding down our road and the horses never went to that part of the pasture. 
We know that people like to get out and enjoy the roads and trails and in theory we are in support of 
that as we hope others are in support of our pastime. However, after a summer of being unable to 
ride ourselves due to lameness from other people not following any of their rules, and having to hear 
them buzz past all summer we are no longer in support of allowing ORVs on rural roads.  
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From: Ian Wilkie   
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 4:48 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Access to Rural and Village roads for ATV 
 
To whom it may concern, 
                I am a new ATV rider living in Peterborough. I am looking forward to exploring the local 
trails and municipalities within the Kawartha Lakes area. Having reasonable access to the Lindsay 
area will be a convenience for myself and fellow ATV riders. It will also have a good financial impact 
on local business'. We would certainly be in need of fuel, food, perhaps an overnight stay. The many 
people I have spoken to from various ATV clubs have stressed the importance of being responsible, 
follow all rules and understand the importance of making a trial period successful. Please consider 
access for ATV access to the amenities that Lindsay has to offer. Thank you.  
    
Kind Regards,  Ian Wilkie 
 

 
From: Neil Price   
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 5:04 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: In support  
 
I’d like to email to support the opening of roads in our towns. 
Thanks Neil Price 
 

 
From: John Richardson <  
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 5:22 PM 
To: Andy Letham <aletham@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Cc: Pat Dunn <pdunn@kawarthalakes.ca>; ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ATV study 
 
Mayor Letham, 
 
I would jus like to add my support for the City’s path forward with coming up with a solution to allow 
ATV’s and ORV to travel through the City of Kawartha Lakes. I read in the article in the Lindsay 
Advocate and quite frankly I believe it to be just fear mongering. There is plenty of room to share 
routes in the City of Kawartha Lakes so that all can enjoy our great region. 
 
Stay Safe 
John Richardson 
 

 
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 5:48:56 PM 
I support Jeff McLean's attached ATV usage letter to you. 
Les McLean 
 

 
On Mar 11, 2021, at 5:01 PM, Catherine Widjedal >> wrote: 
Anders and I are not at all in favor of allowing any form of ATV on our roads, walkways, or bike 
paths.  We do not envision this as a positive or respectful move or direction forward for our 

mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca
mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca
mailto:aletham@kawarthalakes.ca
mailto:pdunn@kawarthalakes.ca
mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca


 

Page 61 of 133 
 

community.  We live in a beautiful area where our environment is by far our most precious asset.  In 
fact, we should move in the very opposite direction, setting up trails for non-motorized activities 
where ever and whenever possible.  The untapped economy of this market is huge, despite the push 
the ATV community will rationalize and justify as their group being pro-economic development in this 
area. In fact, their view is not a progressive one, not an environmentally productive one. Instead, we 
must embrace the next generation in both action and deed.  Please be mindful of our feelings and 
thoughts should you be in a position to NOT support this venture and help many of us work to resist 
it. 
Thank you so much for your time and consideration. 
Anders and Catherine Widjedal 
 

 
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 6:49:58 PM 
Yes I would like to see ATVs legal to operate on roads in all of Kawartha Lakes. 
Glenn Reynolds 
 

 
From: Adam Lightfoot   
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 7:37 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Dedicated Atv trail on Lindsay roads  
 
Good evening  
I am inquiring on when there will be road trail thru Lindsay. I am a resident here in town and have 
had a few different atv’s and a side by side. All to which if we had a trail thru town I wouldn’t have to 
trailer to one side of the town to the other or vis-à-vis. Being able to go from town to a trail or to get 
gas when passing thru. This would also bring more tourism thru the town of Lindsay as well the 
surrounding area. How many has this gone on for I am thinking at least 10 or so. It happened in 
Fenelon falls years ago and has been a great thing for the riders and the tourism. Let’s take into 
consideration how much boat traffic we get once the locks open, the same would happen with a trail 
thru town.  
Thank you for reading. This is an important concern that needs to be addressed. Having a trail 
system thru town would be a wonderful thing.  
Thanks Adam Lightfoot  
 

 

From: Randal Short <  
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 9:13 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ATV Trails 
 
I currently ride in the bobcaygeon area and would like to see access granted through the town for 
fuel and restaurants. Also when traveling south we are not able to visit lindsay or go past lindsay. I 
live in the oshawa area so starting south of Lindsay would be a benefit to us and would allow us to 
visit Lindsay and possibly stay in the Lindsay area on weekends. 
 

 
From: john < 
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 11:21 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Open Lindsay to ORV's 
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To whom it may concern, 
I have a cottage in the City of Kawartha Lakes and my son and his family live in Lindsay on ……… 
St. We both are members of Kawartha ATV club and looking forward to riding the trails in and 
around Lindsay. To be able to access the trails directly from his home via streets of Lindsay be a 
great opportunity.  I believe membership in a recognized ATV organization and displaying a current 
membership sticker on the machine should be a requirement of using Lindsay Streets for accessing 
trails or food or fuel. 
Regards, 
John Wyld 
 

 
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 11:58:55 PM 
It would be nothing less then a benefit to these trying times right now other than allow atvs on public 
roadways. 
Paul McGregor 
 

 
From: Dale Spicer < 
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 7:06 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Connecting of ATV trails 
 
I'm a dedicated ATV volunteer for the Kawartha ATV Association and also a member of the EOTA.  I 
have enjoyed this sport for over 40 years and promote the respectful and safe use of ATV's. 
I would like to see the ATV trail networks expand by opening up all rural and village roads as well as 
routes through Lindsay to connect the trails. 
 
I will respectfully continue to ensure I do my part as an active trail patroller to ensure everyone that 
accesses these trails do so in a safe and respectful manner. 
 
Regards; 
Dale Spicer 
 

 
From: Rob Ferguson   
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 7:09:32 AM 
Subject: ATVs are co2 polluting machines  
  
Recreational vehicles like ATVs that pollute the air with inefficient gas polluting engines should not 
be allowed on any public transportation networks when we are trying to move away from such 
streams of pollution.  The focus should be on non polluting forms of mobility.  Regulations need to be 
in place for speed and noise.  We need to shift our emphasis  to supporting other forms of recreation 
that do not require us to relax standards already in place.  Making room for non fossil fueled 
motorized methods including electric propulsion  with speed limits on secondary roads would be a 
better time of your time establishing active transportation laws.  
 
Rob Ferguson 
Seagrave, Ontario 
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From: Ross Hewkin   
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 7:57 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ORV approval  
 
Greetings Mr. Dunn 
I’m a resident in Pontypool and would like to cast my vote for a Yea to allow ORV use within city 
limits  
 
Thank You 
Ross Hewkin 
 

 
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 8:29 AM 
I would like to see the atv's have access to the roads 
Joe Williams 
 

 
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 10:59 AM 
I would like to express my support for ATV’S and side by side all terrain vehicles be permitted to 
utilize roadways to access the abundance of trails 
Patrick Hickey 

 

 
From: Dwayne Kish   
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 12:06 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Opening the roads 
 
The economic benifit to businesses in the CKL will increase  substantially  by allowing trail riders to 
access resturants and gas bars, as well as shopping areas. For the local people, it reduces the need 
to trailer to staging areas and will decrease their  carbon footprint by leaving their vehicle at home. 
The article written by the Green Alliance on deaths and injuries on ATV's and SxS's in CKL should 
be compared to tge same for other vehicles operated in said community to get a true picture  
Thankyou Dwayne Kish 
 

 
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 12:11 PM 
I would like to know if council is going to pass a by law to ride atv's on the side of the road and trails 
in Omemee and area. I hope we can get it done shortly to at least help some bussiness in the 
village. James Caton 
 

 
From: Don Chapman  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 12:43 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Opening Roads 
 
Hello 
I am in support of opening roads in the City of Kawartha Lakes.  I am currently a member of the Trail 
Patrol Team that helps to monitor the Victoria Rail Trail and Summerville Forest.  Most of the 
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patrolling I do is on the south portion of the Victoria Rail Trail from Bethany to Logie St. 
Lindsay.  Due to roads being closed I am unable to go any further.  Most days I patrol I would be in 
Lindsay close to lunch time but I am unable to access either food or gas in the area I can ride.  If I 
could get to food and gas I would be buying lunch a minimum of once a month during the riding 
season and gas also.  I do buy some meals back in Bethany on my return there to load up at the end 
of my patrol but by then I am closer to home and usually just go there to eat.   I also camp at Log 
Chateau Park 4 to 5 weekends per season and go to both Fenelon Falls and Kinmount for some 
meals and grocery shopping.  This could add up to $1,000-$1,500 per season.  If the roads were to 
open it would be easier for me to ride to some areas and this could lead to more investment in the 
community.  I frequently see walkers, cyclists and horse back riders and in 19 years of riding ATV's I 
have had no issue with anyone, in fact I have had a lot of people thank me for my efforts to keep the 
trails safe and clear.  I realize there will always be people that don't want ATV's on trails but in most 
cases this is just not wanting to share, their complaints usually don't have actual fact.  I have used a 
decibal meter to test various motorized machines and with 3 different ORV's compared to a 
lawnmower, an almost new F150, a tractor and a newer car and there was not a large difference in 
decibal levels.  Smell is not a concern anymore as the ORV's have to meet standards.  Although 
some people do not follow the rules of the road properly, you see the same actions from people 
driving cars and trucks on the roads and that is where enforcement comes in.  Overall OTV's could 
be a benefit to local businesses in areas were they are currently being used on roads there has not 
been any really big issues. 
Thank you. 
Don Chapman 
 

From: Terry Robinson <  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 12:47 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Roads 
 
Would be nice to get the roads open in Lindsay for ORV, to connect with north and south trails, also 
for going to stores, gas bars,and restaurants, I volunteer for KATVA , hopefully we can get a chance 
to try it.   
Thanks Terry.  
 

 
 
From: Jennell West <  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 12:57 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Atv trails  
 
Hello, as a resident of (North) Clarington we are always looking for ways to get out and enjoy the 
trails. We are in support of making things easier for people with ATV’s to be able to access the trails. 
Please consider opening things up a little more to help get people involved in something they love. I 
have a family with children and the more we can get out and enjoy the better.  
WE SUPPORT.  
Jennell 
 

 
From:  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 1:02 PM 
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To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Roads open to atv 
 
Good morning, 
Thank you for this opportunity to express our opinion on opening roads to ORV's in the Kawartha 
Lakes. 
My husband and I live in Cavan Monaghan and have been  members of KATVA for over ten years. 
We liked this club so much that we volunteer our time to this club. My husband and I are trail 
wardens and since we live at the south end of the township we warden the VRT south from Bethany 
to Logie Road. I have often thought that it would be so nice to be able to have lunch or a break in 
Lindsay before we began our trip back to Bethany. At Bethany we usually go to Coach's but have to 
leave our atvs at the staging area and walk. Leaving our atv there is not something we like to do but 
since roads are not open we don't have a choice.  
Thru KATVA we were introduced to Log Chateau where were camp at least once a month from May 
to September and sometimes October. We usually book 3 nights but often  longer. We pick up our 
groceries either in Fenelon Falls or Lindsay. If we are going to Fenelon Falls we can take the trail 
until we get to town. We have at least one dinner out and lunch at Kinmount most days. The fish and 
chip place is a must.  
If roads were open I know that my husband and I would become tourist on a more frequent basis as 
we could ride the VRT from Bethany north. 
As trail wardens we often see others, (walkers, bikers), on the trails and they tend to be smiling and 
friendly and appreciative of the the wardens on the trail and the work that they do. 
Sincerely 
Trish Chapman 
 

 

From:   
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 1:06 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: road allowance 
 I support. Thank you for all your hard work 
Brian Mcphillips 
 

 
From: Linda McLean   
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 1:25 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Support  
 
This email is in support of the opening all rural and village roads as we’ll as routes through the town 
of Lindsay to connect the trails. 
 
Thank you 
Linda McLean  
 

 
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 1:19:55 PM 
As a resident of the Omemee area I support the use of ATV’s and side by sides operating on local 
roads to gain access to local trail systems. 
Lucas Hickey 
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Phone Call: Fri March 12th 2021 at 2:20 pm  
I’ve had a call from Ronald Flewell. They have no issue with ATV’s on the road, just so long as they 
stay out of the ditches. 
 

 
From: Andy Johnston < >  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 3:52 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Town of Lindsay off-road vehicles 
 
I live in the town of Lindsay.  I am an ATV and snowmobile rider.  I DO NOT support allowing the 
riding of ATV and other ORV within the town of Lindsay.  We have become the launch point for far 
far too many ATV and snowmobile riders from GTA.  The Victoria Rail Trail is great but it attracts far 
too many riders to launch from Lindsay and head north.  There are far too many irresponsible and 
dangerous drivers amongst them to allow them to ride within town limits.    
 
I stopped snowmobiling and ATV riding on weekends for this reason.  The Victoria Rail Trail is 
currently like the 401 ,  with far too many speeding and reckless riders. Bringing this reckless 
behaviour to the streets is just senseless.   
 
If business owners think they are losing tourism dollars they are mistaken.  ATV and snowmobile 
riders trailer to Kawartha Lakes and head north via the recreational 401 also known as the  VRT.  
They live within 1-1.5 hrs of Lindsay and merely use us as a launching point.  They won’t have any 
need to buy food or lodging or anything else as they might when they get farther north to Haliburton 
or Muskoka. 
 
Andrew Johnston 
Lindsay Ont 
 

 
From: Carmine Gallo <  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 3:54 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ATV access rural roads 
 
Hi, I have a family cottage in Norland Ontario and ride some trails near by. My cottage is on ……… 
road and I find it very frustrating that I can’t ride from Goverment Dock road 100m north on Hwy 35 
to Monk Road to reach the closest trail. Would be nice to see some restrictions eased to allow easier 
access.  
 
Thank You 
Carmine Gallo 
 

 
From: Lee <  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 4:01 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Fwd: Opportunities to improve a growing area of public interest 
 
Hello;  
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I sent the below forwarded email back in the end of 2020. I meant every word about the people, the 
trails, and surrounding towns alike. Since that time my family and I have purchased our next home 
directly beside the VRT, and just last week sold our home in Beaverton. We look forward to moving 
this summer and becoming an active participant in the safe fun and excitement that the KATVA and 
Haliburton trails association works diligently to maintain. At that time I will be reaching out to see 
where I can volunteer to help keep the experience growing.  
 
Thank you, 

Lee wright  
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Lee <  
Date: November 16, 2020 at 7:34:04 PM EST 
To: ""   
Subject: Opportunities to improve a growing area of public interest 

 Hello Diana; 
 
I am writing you in regards to ATV/UTV access on county roads 36, 49, 10, and 21. I've been an 
advocate and participant in the sport for over two decades and the growth in popularity amongst the 
public is great to see. In years past I've held trail passes province wide, but for the last couple years, 
the KATVA trail system has become mine and my families trail system of choice, and for good 
reason. The administrators and participants alike are considerate, responsible members of the 
community and never cease to amaze the three of us with the year over year improvements to 
community events, contributions to local towns, and lets face it, unbeatable trail quality. With the 
onset of Covid 19 and all the "big city" restrictions that have come with, my family and I have enjoyed 
getting out on the trails and enjoying the best parts of our beautiful province, more than ever. We've 
also noticed an increased amount of participants and a growing respect and appreciation for nature. 
With all the new great people getting involved I'm certain the sport will remain exponentially more 
popular long after Covid is behind us. I currently live North East of Beaverton but this spring we will 
be relocating to the Kawartha Lakes, Bobcaygeon, Buckhorn area largely because of our love for the 
trails, the sport, and the great community. I personally know two other families doing the same for 
the same reasons. The addition of access to Bobcaygeon and Buckhorn for some of the kindest 
most considerate group of people around, would bring more revenue to small/large businesses alike 
and integrate these towns into a growing area of public interest. Its no secret the SXS industry is 
exploding and the safety aspect of these machines brings an all new dynamic to the sport. These 
machines can carry up to five people per machine all of which would be looking for a warm meal, 
Gas, Souvenir's, and a friendly chat. 
Please allow ATV/UTV access to county roads 36, 49, 10, and 21 so that these communities and 
towns can share in the growth, prosperity, good times, and great company that this amazing sport 
brings with it. 
 
Thank you for your sincere consideration, I'm confident the decision to allow access to these county 
roads will bring with it a positive out come for everyone involved. 
 
Take care, 
 

 
From: Brian Burke  
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Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 4:05 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ATV use in the C of KL 
 
Dear Members 
I am a retired resident living in the former Ops Township, on x Rd. I own an ATV, and enjoy riding 
the trails locally. One hindrance I face is access to the trails north of Lindsay. I’d like to be able to 
ride from home and have a way of either getting around or through Lindsay to be able to head north. 
Most of the trails are that way.  I very much hope a way can be found to accommodate this.  
Thanks for your consideration.  
Brian Burke 
 

 
 
From: Todd Bryant <  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 4:08 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ORV support  
 
Task Force; 
I fully support the opening of all Roads, other than arterial route , to off road vehicles. This would be 
beneficial to all the residents of Kawartha lakes, enthusiast, and the general public as this will allow 
greater access to all the downtown’s. As a city, we need to support the businesses, and all 
sportsman and women who want to responsibly operate their off-road vehicles. 
Todd Bryant 
 

 
From: barry.musson <  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 4:14 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: use of roads for Orv 
 
I am a retired Lindsay resident, a member and trail patrol member KATV,   
It is time we established a path from the south trail to the north trail available to ORV licensed 
users.   
A friendly town for ORV will bring in more tourists, that love the outdoors, I have met a lot of people 
during patrolling  who ask how to get from one area to another area, and all we can say is sorry it is 
not possible without a trailor. Acting is not for JUST the young  I have met all ages 
 
Yes I support this initiative as it us long over due 
Barry Musson 
 

 
From: John Fraser <  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 4:15 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Cc: John Fraser < > 
Subject: Opening Roads to ATV's 
 
Dear ORV Task Force; 
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As a part-time resident for 8 years now of a four-seasons cottage in Kawartha Lakes (on Four Mile 
Lake) and as an active member of KATVA, I am in favour of the proposals to open up road access. 
This will aid access for isolated members & it will build tourism in places like Lindsay & Bobcaygeon 
(especially with a north-south link on the old Victoria Rail system). 
 
Prior to pandemic lock down, my friends & I stop for lunch in Fenelon Falls restaurants. But we 
would also consider Lindsay as a destination, except we can't get there from here. This represents 
many missed business opportunities. 
 
Thank you for your review process & for your consideration of KATVA's proposals! 
 
Sincerely; John Fraser 

 

 
From:  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 4:15 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject:  
  
I support the north /south link connevtion of the VRT. 
I am a senior citizen and live near the VRT. I atv these trails as a means of excercise and out being 
active in the small towns i visit. 
Please consider the link up, and due to covid,people dont need more restrictions,or lockouts. 
This is a way of letting people get out and enjoy the countryside. Thank you for listening to the atv-
ing community for this is an important link to the trail system. 
David Graham 

 
From: Tim Thompson <  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 4:19 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Opening Roads in the City of Kawartha Lakes to ATVs and SxS 
 
My name is Tim Thompson 
 
I am an active user of the KATVA trails 
 
I own a property on ………………..on the Burnt River just north of Fenelon Falls. 
 
I live in southwestern Ontario approximately a 3 hour drive from Kawartha Lakes 
 
I bought the property on ……………….. 7 years ago with the primary reason being access to the rail 
trail for snowmobiling and ATVing. 
 
Annually I bring numerous groups of friends and family to my cottage to enjoy the area. 
 
This would include; 
an annual ATV weekend in May and September of 5 to 10 people each time 
we are also considering starting an annual SxS trip  
as well as numerous family and couple ATV trips during the spring summer and fall 
at least 4 or 5 snowmobile groups or anywhere from 4 to 10 people at a time  
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Each weekend we would buy gas eat at local restaurants a couple of times a weekend and buy 
numerous supplies such as food, alcohol and other supplies. 
 
I would be shocked if my groups didn’t spend $1,000 per weekend locally at least 10 times a year on 
the various activities. 
 
I am a chartered accountant who intends on retiring in 10 to 15 years and splitting my time half and 
half at home and at my cottage 
 
If there was no access to ATV trials including side by sides I would consider looking in another area 
to buy another property. 
 
I have read the rules and recommendations and are prepared to follow them in exchange for the 
privilege of being able to ride your ATV or SxS on municipal roads 
 
Tim Thompson 
 

 
From: Visconti, Nick <  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 4:20 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ATV North & South Lindsay Trail. 
 
Hello, 
 
I am an avid ATV rider who lives in Lindsay. I will be retiring in a few years and eagerly anticipate 
being able to ride more often with more accessibility to all the trails. Currently I am a weekend rider 
with frequent out of town visitors.  
 
I live right beside the south Victoria rail trail, but I cannot connect to the north side of the Lindsay 
trail. It would be much better to be able to use a connected trail or have use of designated municipal 
roads to go from one end of town to the other in order to fully enjoy and take advantage of all the 
trails in the Kawartha Lakes Region. In order to access the North side trails I have to put my ATV on 
a trailer, which considering the very short distance is an inconvenience and deterrent to full use of 
the trails.  
 
I believe there are many roads on the outskirts of town that could be used that would not impact the 
city proper or local residential properties. 
 
While using the trails we stop for lunch, dinners, gas, and snacks along the way. 
 
Fenelon Falls allows ATV's on certain marked streets, & everyone abides by the rules. 
 
They are spending quite a bit of money at the Tim Hortons or the pubs & gas in town! Wouldn't that 
be great for Lindsay to benefit from some of that Revenue! 
 
PS: I also snowmobile in the winter, but as well, I have to put my skidoo on a trailer. 
  
Regards 
Nick Visconti 
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From: Strotmann, Rob C <  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 4:28 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Cc: KATVA <> 
Subject: opening roads to ATV in the Kawartha's 
Importance: High 
 
Hi, 
 
My wife and I are avid ATV riders in the Minden and Haliburton area. We live in Oshawa, but are up 
every weekend from May 24th up until Thanksgiving. 
 
ATVing in your area is fantastic, the people, the outdoors, the trails; the best! We have a trailer at 
Wessels Adult Trailer park just north of Norland. I also realize that we do use the resources from 
your area to relax and refresh from the hectic city life. That being said; we make sure we buy 
everything we need from venders in your area. On average, we spend at least $ 225.00 per 
weekend, on gas, groceries, any maintenance on our ATV is done at Harpers in Minden. We make a 
special effort to make sure we patronize as many vender in the area as possible. ( we have not even 
touched on Canadian Tire in Minden ) 
 
I have also discussed this with other ATV riders that we have met along the way and they also have 
made a conscious effort to  
do the very same and all feel strongly about looking after and keeping the local venders happy. 
 
Opening up access for more trails for us to use only helps to compliment the already great system 
you have in place. All of the ATVers that I have met over the past four years being a member of the 
KATVA have been extremely respectful of all trailers, where to ride, where not to ride, and of the 
people that live there. This partnership brings a lot of money into the economy for your area, and the 
riders give back to the community. KATVA has a strict list of rules they want you to follow and 
patrollers out on the trailer to make sure you follow the rules. There are lot of fellow riders that will 
stop and point out if you do break a rule so it doesn’t happen again and cause conflict with property 
owners. 
 
I am retiring in three years, and my wife and I are planning to retire in the Minden or Haliburton area. 
I really hope you vote in favor of our continuing to ATV in your area for now and our area very 
shortly.  
 
With this in mind, I really hope you do vote to expand our riding area and allow access to other 
trailer. 
 
Thanks very much ,  Rob and Christine Strotmann 
 

 
From:  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 4:32 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ATV proposals 
 
I am a resident on Four Mile Lake. Our family built our cottage here in 1987 and my wife Irene and I 
moved here full time in 2013. We own two  ATV’s and are fairly active whether it’s enjoying the trails, 
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or quite often I use mine for accessing or snowplowing job sites in the winter where the roads are not 
ploughed. 
 
OTV’s are getting more popular each year and we need to promote safe driving habits and 
accessibility, especially in the smaller rural communities. Having access through Lindsay and 
Bobcaygeon would certainly be beneficial as proposed. 
 
In 2015, I and 15 others spent a week crossing Newfoundland via their trails (no fees) and it was a 
fantastic way to see the country and contribute to the local economies with renting rooms, visiting 
restaurants, etc. The official trail is 800+ km, and we did approx. 1100 km by exploring established 
side routes, villages, etc. The only rule there is you cannot use the Trans Canada Highway. 
 
We need to encourage more of that here, especially now that people are travel restricted and need 
places to go more locally. 
 
Email or call me with any questions or concerns that you may have. 
 
Thank You, Joe M. McCool 
 

 
From: Walt Verleysen <  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 4:33 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Re. Access thru.Lindsay on VRT. North to south. 
 
I live in Fenelon Falls and a member of KATVA for several years.  It would be nice to be able to ride 
to Lindsay, pick up my grandson and ride to Bethany for lunch.  
It would also provide out of town people  with accommodation, restaurants, fuel, shopping, and miles 
and miles of trails in the city of kawartha Lakes and 
beyond.                                                                                  Walt Verleysen.  
 

 
From: Mark Trudel <  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 5:01 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: OPEN ACCESS FOR ALL 
 
I spend time and money in the Kawarthas area and would appreciate the link in Lindsay open for 
ATV/ SXS use please. Everywhere else my group and myself travel we spend $ on fuel, meals and 
even shopping. Please don’t count us out.  
 
Best Regards  Mark Trudel 
 

 
From: Bob <  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 5:54 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Roads for ATV use 
 
I’m a member of the Kawartha ATV Club. My family and friends use the roads and trails in the 
Kawartha area. We support opening more roads for ATV/ side by side use. We don’t live in the area 
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but use the trails often, supporting many businesses in the area. We love exploring the wonderful 
scenery and nature found in the Kawarthas.  
 
Best regards,  Bob McColl 
 

 
From: JAN PAISLEY <  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 6:21 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Please consider any additional access as a positive for atvs 
 
My wife and I have had a cottage in the Hickory beach area for over a decade and have raised our 3 
girls, on holidays and practically every weekend in the area. 
 
Access to the ATV trails have allowed us to lengthen our cottage season from just boating well into 
the fall and in the spring with the ATV's. 
 
We maintain a fleet of two to four machines for this purpose. 
 
Any time we use these machines we contribute to the local economy as we enjoy time outdoors as a 
family. 
  
We buy gas, permits, meals, parts etc. not to mention the purchase of the machines themselves . 
 
As our cottage is below the boundary above which road travel has been allowed we have had to 
trailer the 6 or seven miles to the trailhead for years. 
 
Extending this boundary south down to the lake would certainly make things easier for all of us ATV 
users who have cottages on the north shore of Sturgeon lake. 
 
(And eliminate the temptation to just ride illegally to the trail). 
 
Any way to access through Lindsay would also be fantastic as it would allow us access to all the 
great trails south of Lindsay so that would be a great improvement , especially since one of our girls 
and her husband have recently settled in Lindsay , we could ride down and join them or other friends 
we have in town for lunch . This is something we do often with the boat on the Trent but have been 
unable to do with the ATV.  
 
Again this kind of toUring can only benefit the local economy. 
 

 
From: Paul Psaila <  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 6:32 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ATV’s. SxS. 
 
Dear task force members. 
We moved to Fenelon Falls after I retired five years ago from Toronto and really enjoy the slower 
pace of life and general good nature of everyone we’ve met during this time. 
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After moving I noticed the popularity of ORV’s during the season and thought that they must be an 
asset to the area as you always see off road vehicles lined up for gas or parked in numbers at 
Timmys or any of the local restaurants. 
After doing some research I bought myself an ATV and joined the KATV association a decision that 
I’ve never regretted due to the wonderful people I’ve met and what I’ve learned while participating on 
some of the many rides organized by the KATV association. 
Our two sons who live in Branford and Acton rode my machine and it wasn’t long before they each 
bought ATV’s for themselves and regularly travel up to ride the extensive and challenging trails we 
have in the district. 
The number one thing taught and stressed is respect and adherence to the rules governing ORV’s 
whether on the trail or on the limited allowable road access we have at the moment. 
If some or all of the recommendations are adopted in my opinion it can only help the community’s 
that will welcome ORV traffic . 
Please be open minded if a trial period is adopted I think you will see all of the expected problems 
from concerned citizens just won’t materialize. 
Thank you . 
Paul Psaila. 
 

 
From: Brandon Terry <  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 6:48 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Road Access through Lindsay 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
As a life-long resident of the Lindsay area, I must start by saying how exciting it is to hear the idea of 
our sport being accepted and possibly advancing more.  
 
Opening up Lindsay to allow passage would help grow our sport, bring volunteer cleanup annually, 
on-going trail maintenance, and added funding brought in from trail pass purchases. Many small 
businesses would also benefit from ATV traffic. Towns like Fenelon Falls, Kinmount, Bethany and 
Haliburton along the VRT have enjoyed and appreciated extra business for years from respectful 
visitors who plan their adventures based on these positive experiences and a feeling of being 
welcomed.  
 
ATVers move over for other trail users, shut off their machines for horseback riders, we take our 
garbage with us, respect the landowners, obey signage, clear downed trees and report unsafe 
conditions. We notify our club of concerns we find along the way and have wonderful volunteers who 
pour their hearts into making the trail system better for EVERYONE who uses it. We fight to make it 
safe and do everything possible to not lose the privilege of riding in and around the COKL.  
 
Thank you for reading my thoughts on opening roadways within Lindsay and taking it into 
consideration. This means a lot to many of us as it connects us with what we love most, exploring 
the City of Kawartha Lakes and enjoying the beautiful sights we are all entitled to appreciate.  
 
Regards, Brandon Terry 
 

 
 
 

mailto:orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca


 

Page 75 of 133 
 

 
From: David Jones <  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 7:08 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Open the roads in Kawartha Lakes! 
Dave Jones  
 

 
From: Stephen Scott <  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 7:59 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ATV use on Kawartha Lakes Roads 
 
First I want to let you know that I own a cottage in Kawartha Lakes and my family stays there all 
summer.  I volunteer for the KATV association.  In my travels on my ATV in all the communities I 
have been welcomed and always willing to spend locally buying food, drinks or supporting local 
markets.  I know there is always 2 sides of the debate on which path is better.  I feel that there is a 
huge benefit in allowing ATV's on Kawartha Lakes roads.  In the last 5 years I have seen a 
tremendous increase in ATV's on the trails.  Most every rider I have met is respectful and follows the 
rules.  But to be honest there are those few who do not follow the rules, but that is true of all modes 
of transportation.  I feel that the benefits far out way the costs.  I hope that you will consider opening 
up the roads to ATV's.  If required I  willing to further discuss this issue more. 
 
Regards,  Stephen Scott 
 

 

From: James black <  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 7:59 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Kawartha lakes opening roads to atv/side by side 
 
I'm all in on opening the roads/routes through lindsay. This will bring lots more ppl into the town and 
much more money to the businesses to keep them open. ATV and side by side owners are u huge 
contribution to the community jus as the snowmobilers are in the winter. 
 
Thanx for your time 
 

 
From: CHRIS PELLOW <  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 8:05 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Please open roads 
 
To whom it may concern  
 
I would like to voice my vote to open the roads in and around the Kawarthas to allow atv and SXS to 
have access. 
This plan would benefit a number of people whom do NOT have access to a trailer or truck to 
transport to the trails.   
This plan would also benefit businesses to allow more people to enjoy their services, whether it's for 
fuel, shopping, and restaurants. 
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This would also be more convenient for those of us whom live within minutes of a trail not to have to 
load and unload machines from truck and trailers to go to and return from trail heads or parking 
areas that are 15-25 minutes away. 
So I VOTE TO OPEN the roads  
Thank you.  Chris Pellow  
 

 
On Mar 12, 2021, at 8:22 PM, Cathy Pool < > wrote: 
  
 Dear Mr. Dunn 
I live on …….. just above ………... I am in favour of allowing ATV’s on Angeline and other roads. It is 
not an issue at all as far as I am concerned.  
 Sincerely  
Catharine Pool 
 

 
From: ROB <  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 8:44 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Open the North south route. 
 
As a local rider I must say we need the route open through Lindsay. ATV and snowmobile . Lindsay 
is one of the only large centers in the Kawarthas that you  can't pass through. If they are going to 
promote Lindsay as a tourist destination then it must be opened up. 
 
Trail rider 
Land owner 
 
 Rob Munro 
 

 
From: Grant and Marg <  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 8:47 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Open the roads for better access. 
 
I have a cottage/home on cameron lake. And support opening the roads for better access to trails. 
Specially through Lindsay.  
 

 
From: Rick <  
Date: March 12, 2021 at 9:31:12 PM EST 
To: Tracy Richardson <trichardson@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ATV SUPPORT 

Our family supports the legal and safe use of ATV’s on the proposed city streets to access the 
amazing trail system in the Kawartha Lakes and surrounding area.  
During our kids teen years we spent a lot of time ATVing in Elliott lake ont. 
We stayed at lodges up there bought fuel,food,and other necessities while on our adventures. 
You get the point we spent a lot of $$$$. 
That will happen here. People will spend money here. 
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Now retired in bobcaygeon we are still part of the ATV community. 
Thank you.  Richard Hill 
 

 
From: Brian Super <  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 9:39 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Road opening in Lindsay  
 
I am sending this email in support of opening roads in the Lindsay area. My wife and I come a couple 
times a year to the area to atv on the area trails. We stay somewhere different each time. 2 or 3 
nights at a time. Typically in a hotel. We have a great time when we come. We typically try to stay in 
the Minden or Fenelon Falls area when we can because we can ride our atvs to the trails directly 
which is preferred. But sometimes accommodations are tough to find so we stay at a hotel that is 
trailer friendly in Lindsay. We tend to buy groceries at the local stores instead of bringing our own as 
well as visit the local restaurants. We always buy passes for the trail networks and often spend 
money at hardware stores or automotive part supply stores as we always seem to break something 
on an atv or trailer. It is very appealing to us to be able to ride from Lindsay to the trails and would 
consider staying there more often if riding on toads was an option. We typically spend at least $1000 
each time we come and often invite friends to join us and always tell our friends that it is our favorite 
place to ride. We live in Stratford which is also very much reliant on tourism dollars. I hope you will 
be able to get this pushed through. Can't wait for the upcoming riding season.  
Brian Super  
 

 
On Mar 12, 2021, at 9:00 PM, Denyse Peever < > wrote: 
  
Good evening Pat 
I am all for atv’s aloud on the street’s in Lindsay. 
I think it will bring a lot of ppl into Lindsay businesses .  
Thanks for your time  
Jeff  
 

 
From: Jane Kuipers <  
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 6:52 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ATV TRAIL ACCESS 
 
Hi, 
My husband, daughter, her boyfriend and I have been using the ATV rail trail out of Lindsay for 
around 5 years now. We usually meet up with our friends from Fenelon Falls to head north as there 
is no access to head in or around Lindsay. When we go out on our ATVs we make a day of it. We 
stop for lunch and gas. Sometimes we stop in Fenelon to use the car wash when we get really 
muddy. My husband and I keep our trailer at Sandaraska Park which is just past PontyPool. We 
would love to be able to ATV to it but without access through Lindsay it is very difficult as we would 
have to trailer them somewhere and then leave our vehicle and trailer parked. We are just past 
middle aged. We respect the trails and landowners. We are responsible, insure our ATVs and obtain 
trail passes as required. We are just residents who enjoy nature and exploring the beautiful land 
where we reside. We would be most great full if we could be given the opportunity to prove that we 
would not become a nuisance to the residents of Lindsay.  
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Thankyou for your time, 
Jane Kuipers  
 

 
From: William Jackson <  
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 7:09 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: I Support KATVA Recommendation of the New Trails 
 
Hi, I'm a property owner resident of Fenelon Falls living at ………………….. living minute's from the 
rail trail. 
  
Me and my wife in are young age of 60 plus own Can Am side by side and enjoy the rides we can 
take on the rail trail to all the different forest system that KATVA maintain we look forward to 
traveling to the towns of Fenelon Falls, Kinmount, Coboconk, Norland and Haliburton for lunches or 
dinners and doing some small town shopping, it would be nice if we could head south to enjoy the 
towns that way  
 
It's important to my family and friends riding are ATVs and SxS into nature and at times seeing the 
wild life and beauty that Kawartha Lakes have to offer  
 
We have read the rules and obey them and recommendations and are prepared to follow  
them in exchange for the privilege of being able to ride are side by side along with friends and family 
spending are hard earn money in the Kawartha Lakes  
 

 
From: Brent Barton <  
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 7:23 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Task force. 
 
I’m just voicing my opinion in which the local KTV club is trying to make riding safer for all involved 
by linking railway lines to existing trails already in place. Lindsay has always been a dead end for 
snowmobiling and ATV riders.  
Not sure why they make it a rouge town where riders have to go off the so called beaten path to gain 
access to already proven trails? 
I put my full support behind the club and it’s efforts! 
Regards  
 
Brent Barton  
 

 
 
From: Joel Bocknek <  
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 7:38 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Rail Trail into Lindsey 
 
To whom it may concern, 
I wanted to confirm my support for the proposed recommendations permitting the use of SxS/ATV 
(ORV) on the rail trail south into Lindsey including the identified roadways. My family have been 
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riding ATV's for many years and enjoy taking day trips that enable us to ride the scenic trails 
including being able to travel into many of  the towns for fuel, meals and accomodations. There are 
several towns/cities in the province that permit the use of ORV to travel on roadways enabling riding 
enthusiasts to enjoy all of the offerings that the cities/towns have to offer while providing much 
needed financial support to local businesses. This should be no different for the City of Kawartha 
Lakes.     
Regards, 
Joel B. 
 

 
From:  
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 8:26 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ORV Support 
 
Task Force: 
We would like to pronounce our support for opening most roadways to off road vehicles. Having lived 
in the City foe many years, and being 50+, we believe that there is much to benefit from allowing this 
to happen. 
Businesses, residents and visitors will benefit and we should all support this initiative. 
Keep up the good work. 
T&C Bryant 
 

 
From: Marc Gravel <  
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 9:13 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ORV Road use in Lindsay 
 
My wife and I are respectable members of KATVA and would be thrilled if we could ride through 
Lindsay to enjoy the entire VRT system. We ride every weekend and always stop to buy lunch and 
gas. We have a trailer at a seasonal park nearby. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Marc and Sharon Gravel  
 

 
 
 
From:  
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 9:42 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Opening Roads in the City of Kawartha Lakes to ATVs and SxS 
 
Hi....My name is Al Metcalf, a millwright for 37 years from the Clarington area and an avid ATV rider 
who frequents the Lindsay area on a regular basis.  For years, my friends and I have been wanting a 
connection through Lindsay to link the southern trail system to the northern trail system.  Without this 
connection, we must trailer our ATVs which is both time-consuming and not always possible for 
those without access to a trailer. 
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As with any town near trails, stopping at local restaurants, gas stations and sometimes overnight 
accommodations are all a part of the outdoors experience while bringing much needed funds to local 
communities; especially given the events of this past year with the pandemic. It would not be 
unexpected to spend in excess of $100 per day just for food and fuel. 
 
I have read the rules and recommendations and am prepared to follow them in exchange for the 
privilege of being able to ride my ATV on municipal roads in a safe and responsible manner.   
 
I look forward to this trial project and would be an avid supporter and participant.   
 
Respectfully, 
Al Metcalf 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Mar 13, 2021, at 9:33 AM, wrote: 
 
Good Moring, 
 
I am writing to you all to express my excitement with the proposed plan of the ORV Task force to 
allow access of off terrain vehicles in more of the Karartha’s. My husband and myself moved to 
Pontypool two years and would love to be able have the option to have access to all of the Kawartha 
atv trails right from our driveway.  
 
With the current situation and the need to stay home and not travel I truly feel that the Kawartha’s 
with safe and proper access route could really benefit from creating access to trails and connecting 
more routes could generate huge revenues.  
 
Atving is a great sport and it is so easy to maintain social distancing and with Gas station  tap at the 
pump, drive thru/takeout only restaurants and store curb side pick up options we could very easily 
encourage visitors and not chance any type of exposure. 
 
We snowmobiled all winter and so did a lot of other people we had access to all of the Kawartha’s.  I 
felt safe and I felt that riders were great at following social distancing regulations. 
 
 
We really feel that we could be the best in Ontario off road trail systems.  
Our communities could benefit greatly from this with  little exposure to the actual community 
members. 
 
And when things are more back to normal our community could benefit from the tourism we would 
gain from the visitors that would access our trail systems. 
 
Imagine being able to drop your all terrain vehicle at the at the 35/ 115 exit then driving to Race 
Track Gas station on 35 to fill up and maybe grab some delishes chips from our chip truck or stop in 
Pontypool for our amazing Chinese food, then off you go to Lindsay for the day to shop eat 
explore,  and maybe stay the night then next day continue on to Felon Falls or Bobcaygeon. Wow 
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what an amazing trip and think about all the revenue our communities could generated from the 
riders!  
 
Thank for you for time, 
 
Nicole Gilliland and James Brown  
 

 
 
From: Kelly Martindale <  
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 10:09 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Connecting South & North Trails & The Benefits To The Community As A Whole! 
 
To whom this may concern 
I am sending this email to council and anyone that may have concerns about allowing us to have 
access to trails connecting the north and south rail trail through the town of Lindsay and to keep all 
trails as multi use trails. 
I am a realtor who conducts business not only in The Kawarthas but also in The Durham, 
Northumberland, Quinte Area. I have a lot of buyers that are purchasing in Lindsay and 90% of my 
buyers ask the question; where are the nearest ATV, Snowmobile trails, the reason for this is to 
spend quality time with family and friends go riding, explore, connect with nature, go to restaurants, 
stay overnight at different hotels, motels, B&B.   
As for us riders being irresponsible there may be a handful of riders who do not follow the rules but 
the majority of us are older, responsible, and we do follow the rules. As for my own interest on this 
subject I ride the south trail to Lindsay than I have to stop and turn around go back to my home load 
my ATV or Snowmobile on my trailer drive up to the north trail to unload so that I may continue up to 
Fenelon Falls and beyond I find this absolutely ridiculous as do other riders. 
I believe working together to achieve a mutual agreement on connecting the trails would be 
extremely beneficial to the communities as a whole. 
Thank You 
Kelly Martindale    Resident of Janetville and a member of KATV AND OFSC 
 

 
From: Christine S <  
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 10:18 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Support - KATVA 
 
I ride the trails every year with my husband and we want to be able to have more road access open 
for easier access and able to stop in town(s) to get gas, food, souvenirs etc... 
Christine Schiarizza 
 

 
From: Steve C   
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 10:22 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Atv - open roads support 
 
Hi, my name is Steve Calestani 
I am in support of the roads being opened up for more atv access. 
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I volunteer as trail patrol and enjoy seeing the many people and riders that enjoy our trails. 
Having more road access would increase tourism and welcome people to our beautiful area. 
Thank you.  Steve Calestani 
 

 
From: on behalf of Murray G Howe   
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 10:26:14 AM 
To: aletham@kawarthalakes.ca <aletham@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Off RoadVehicles  
  
Mr. Letham; I am contacting you to voice my thoughts on the ATVs on Lindsay streets. My wife and I 
are totally against this. There are enough vehicles on the streets now. Cars, trucks, commercial 
trucks, scooters, e-bikes and bicycles. The ATVs are slow, un-protected and usually travel in groups. 
They offer no benefits for Lindsay and have done well without the option of travelling through town. 
Please do not proceed with this change. 
 
Regards; Murray Howe 
 

 
From: Caroline Lane <  
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 12:16 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ATVs in Lindsay 
 
Good afternoon! 
 
I am writing to ask you to give favourable consideration to the proposal that ATVs should be allowed 
to go through Lindsay to access the trails on either side.   
 
My husband and I (aged 64 and 57) are keen ATV riders and, as we live within easy reach of 
Bethany, we would love to be able to start our Victoria Rail Trail trips there rather than having to 
trailer the ATV to Ken Reid Park.  I do understand the reservations that some local people may have 
about this - I actually held many of their preconceived views myself prior to joining the ATV 
community.  However, since becoming a member of KATVA (this will be our 5th year) and riding the 
trails on a regular basis, I have been pleasantly surprised to find that the vast majority of riders are 
polite, respectful and very mindful of the rules, and definitely on the older end of the age spectrum 
and a long way from my expectation of teenagers and young adults riding like maniacs and tearing 
up the trails. 
 
I hope you will give careful consideration to opening routes through Lindsay on a trial basis, and to 
the likely boon this will be to the area’s economy when the Covid situation eases and allows us to 
shop out of our own area. 
 
Thank you for your attention. 
 
Regards, 
Caroline Lane 
Blackstock, On 
 

 
From: Dave Thoms <  
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Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 12:38 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Road access for ATV 
 
Good day 
 
We travel all over Ontario to enjoy trail riding on our RZR.  We have never caused a problem and we 
pump thousands of dollars into the local economies where ever we go buy eating in restaurants.   
Buying gas and supplies.   Staying at hotels etc.   
The one thing that keeps us out of Kawartha lakes is the inability to move freely between trails and a 
quick ride into town for food etc.    
 
It’s time to move forward and tap into this economic boost to the region.    
Pass a bylaw that would allow the road use of ATV/SXS on roads in kawartha lakes. 
 
Yours Sincerely  
David Thoms  
Member of many ATV and SXS clubs in Ontario   
 

 
From: Clayton York <  
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 12:50 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Re opening roads to ATV 
 
I think this is a great idea and my 13 yr old daughter and I would enjoy visiting the area and exploring 
trails and supporting local businesses. 
 
The reality is we buy these , we license them and pay for insurance as well as must have a drivers 
license so I don’t see the issue. If someone is going to break the law on an ATV they are probably 
doing it in their car. 
 
I hope you decide to do this. 
 
Clayton York 
 

 
From: Debbie Roy < 
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 1:26 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Road Access for ATV'S and SXS in City of Kawartha Lakes 
 
To Whom it May Concern, 
 
As an older couple wanting to get out and explore the beauty this region has to offer we purchased a 
sxs to do just that. We bought a 4 seater to take our friends, children or grandchildren out to explore 
areas unseen by vehicles. We need to be able to drive to gas stations where we can safely refuel 
our sxs , just like you as a counsellor do your car. We have seat belts and protective equipment on 
our machine making it safe, if not safer than a car and our fully insured. The money we 
have  invested in this machine, we are not reckless or careless, but exercise extreme caution to 
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protect it, ourselves, and landowner who allow us to use the trails so we can enjoy our beautiful 
region. 
 
We would love nothing more, than to be able to drive into towns and share a meal with our loved 
ones, and introduce them to the unique restaurants and shops the towns/villages have to offer in the 
City of Kawartha Lakes, with the hopes they will go home and share with their friends the beautiful 
area we live in, and come back to drive money into our economy. 
 
Thus region is supposed to be welcoming and inviting to tourism. Allowing members of the KATVA 
association to connect between towns, visit restaurants and shops and  purchase gas before 
heading back off road, will drive tourism will link our communities together. 
 
As a person with mobility issues, I am limited to physically getting out of doors to explore. This 
activity allows me the opportunity to get out of the house, have fresh air, have fun and explore our 
beautiful province. Please allow us to expand our riding capabilities. Just like all other activities, a 
few bad apples have given us a bad name. In order to afford these machines we have to be hard 
working, law abiding citizens and do not want to drive recklessly to destroy our investments. This is 
not a cheap sport to partake in. We also purchase our machines , parts and maintenance in the area 
as well supporting our local businesses. 
 
Regards, Debbie Roy 
 

From: Bell   
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 1:48 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ORV riding on municipal roads 
 
Hello - I am writing in support of being able to ride my ORV’s on municipal roads in the City of 
Kawartha Lakes. I am a retired City of Kawartha Lakes employee and was born and raised in this 
beautiful area. I enjoy exploring the different trails available to me in this area. Last year I became a 
part of a small group of ORV riders that went out weekly to explores the trails. We tried several 
different trails in each direction. On our weekly riders we often filled our gas tanks and stopped for a 
bite to eat. We have all read the rules and regulations for riding our ORV’s on municipal roads and 
are prepared to follow them if we are allowed to ride on our municipal roads. My family also went on 
several family riders last summer as well and are looking forward to several more this year. I speak 
in support of allowing our ORV’s on municipal roads. Thank you 
 
Robert Webster 
 

 
From: Edward Lee <  
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 1:57 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Road Access for Side x Sides and ATV's in the City of Kawartha Lakes 
 
Hello 
I consider myself and my fiance responsible SxS riders. We enjoy traveling the trails, enjoying 
nature, and excursions. We would like to, as we do in the winter, to travel into town on our sleds and 
stop for a meal, fill our machine with fuel and enjoy our community. 
We are an older couple, we spent the money on a 4 seat unit to have friends and family to come on 
our travels. 
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Having them with us, to see our city we are proud to live in, shop and help with tourism. 
Our SxS is expensive, we take care of it as you would your car and truck. It's insured, has seat belts 
( if not used the speed is reduced to a crawl), which your vehicle doesn't. 
We obey the laws, pay our yearly passes for trails. Unfortunately there are sections of our trails in 
the city we cannot access without road access or certain streets in towns. 
I not here saying there isn't the odd person that makes us as ATV riders look bad, but that happens 
every day on the road with cars. 
We enjoy our community, proud of it and believe the vast majority of ATV and SxS owners just want 
to get out and access the beauty of these Kawartha Lakes. 
Closing road access for us reduces, income, tourism, taxes for our community,as well as, our 
enjoyment to see all that the City of Kawartha Lakes has to offer. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Edward Lee 
 

 
From: Sean Crawford <  
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 2:14 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: I support opening all rural and village roads as well as routes through the town of Lindsay 
 
Good day,  
 
I am in full support of opening up an ATV/SxS route through the town of Lindsay to connect the north 
and south VRTC as well as opening more rural roads to allow residents to access the trails from their 
homes or access gas and restaurants while on the trails.  
 
As visitors , our family spends significant time and money in the Kawartha Lakes region to safely and 
responsibly enjoy the off-road trails , beautiful landscapes and meeting great people. When riding we 
often stop for lunch, gas or dinner and it feels good knowing we are supporting local restaurants, 
family businesses, etc.. especially in these times.  
 
Opening up more accessibility and accommodation in the subject area will expand my families 
options to safely enjoy and support more of that region. 
 
Sincerely,  
Sean Crawford, Ajax, ON 
 

 
From: Chris Harris < >  
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 2:37 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: I like to see atv a loud for the roads Chris Harris 
Omemee Ont 
 

 
On Mar 13, 2021, at 1:00 PM, MAXINE Phair < > wrote: 
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PLEASE....DO NOT LET ATV'S OR ANYTHING LIKE IT BE ALLOWED ON OUR 
ROADWAYS!!!!!  they are meant for off road only......even the manufacturers say this!!!  it's bad 
enough to have to deal with them when they are NOT!!! allowed! 
 
thank you Maxine Phair 
 

 
From: Heather Ahrens <  
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 2:42 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Open roads in the City Of Kawartha Lakes 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
Let’s consider opening up these roadways to ATV’s. 
I am a professional Realtor in the area of Fenelon Falls and Kawartha Lakes, lifelong resident and 
entrepreneur.  The opportunities we have in our beautiful region to learn and safely explore nature 
and extensive trail systems, lakes, etc is a rare and precious thing. There are some riders who would 
never get a chance to explore nature without an ATV or SxS.   There are MANY folks who ride 
responsibly to areas within our communities, and contribute to the local businesses and restaurants 
including gas, accommodations, etc..It is very important to have this opportunity for my community, 
myself, family and friends.  I/We have read the rules and recommendations and are prepared to 
follow them in exchange for the privilege of being able to ride our ATV or SxS on municipal roads.   
Respectfully, 
 
Best Regards, Heather 
 

 
From: Alan Crook <  
Date: 2021-03-11 5:39 p.m. (GMT-05:00)  
To: Ron Ashmore <rashmore@kawarthalakes.ca>  
Subject: ORV Task Force Recommendations  
 
Hey Ron, Hope you’re doing ok as covid hopefully ramps down and not up.  
 
 It has come to my attention that the recommendations being put forward by this task force vasty 
expands the ability of these ‘off road’ vehicles to use not only secondary roads all through the City, 
but essentially any town road as they travel to and from proposed routes through town. To me, this is 
pretty appalling. This is a safety hazard, as there’s plenty of evidence that increased road use leads 
to even more accidents involving these vehicles. There are noise issues, and in the long run, we 
need to ramp down internal-combustion use, not ramp it up.  This seems to be at odds with any 
hiking/biking trails or lanes as well. 
 
For all these reasons, I urge you to turn down the recommendations put forward. 
 
Thanks for considering these points. 
 
Alan 
 

 
From: Harry Andrews <  
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 4:48 PM 
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To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Opening the roads for atvs 
 
  Good day to all, I am a retired auto worker from the Niagara area and have been an off- roader 
most of my life. I was lucky to be brought up with a family that enjoyed dirt motorsports. At age 5, I 
had a mini bike, later a dirt go-cart, motorcross dirt bikes. My family farmed, we owned some land, 
but we were able to use the other farm land around us for our vw dune buggies as we became older. 
We asked for permission first and got it in most cases, and where we didn’t, we stayed off their 
property, We realized there  would be penalties from my father and the land owner if not obeyed. 
Many years later, we now have expensive toys, SXS, toy haulers, trucks, and spending money to 
enjoy this lifestyle. I have been to Kentucky on the Hatfield and McCoy trail system, and on the roads 
joining them. There you can go in town for lunch, dinner, gas, shopping, it is very nice and 
convenient. We will go back there because it is so laid back and enjoyable. We spoke to many 
Americans who travel there for the same reasons. 
It’s not uncommon to have $100k invested in equipment for this lifestyle, we are an adventurous 
group who like to seek out new travels. Opening the roads would make that  much easier to seek out 
new destinations. I am not looking to cause trouble travelling through towns, just the opportunity to 
show my respect for the opportunity.   
Regards, Harry Andrews 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Linda Anderson   
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 4:04:37 PM 
To: aletham@kawarthalakes.ca <aletham@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ATVs on all roads  
  
Absolutely not a good idea. First ATVs are not designed for paved roads. Apparently they can roll 
over making a sharp turn on pavement setting motorists up for collision. The machines have no turn 
signals, sounding device and some apparently have no brakes as they are very reluctant to use the 
brakes, whether on the road or the trail system. They are very noisy and disturbing in the urban 
setting . For the most the riders are mature and ride responsibly. In Fenelon there are very young 
riders, some not of age driving ATVs on the streets as they don't have trail permits. I see adults with 
toddlers on their laps Yes, this is bad parenting but there is no policing. You say this action is about 
tourism in our beautiful area. Yes, their tourism dollars are spent on gas, liquor and Tims. They don't 
go shopping in our stores. Another issue I want to address on ATVs is the lack of knowledge riders 
have accessing the trail system at Fenelon beach. More and more riders are driving on the 
pedestrian walkway which is close to the playground equipment and the splash pad. This is Not a 
safe environment for playing children, seniors with mobility issues etc. The ATVs move the cement 
curbs in the parking lot to have a smooth ride into the park. Some move the cement planters that 
limit thru traffic in beach parking lot so vehicles can pass through... a hazard for families of beach 
goers. ATVs and people on foot just don't mix. Install a fence on the edge of the parking lot to 
separate the parking lot and grass park. Leave an entrance only wide enough to allow baby strollers 
and a locked gate for maintenance vehicles. At the beach end of Bond St. where the trail resumes, 
block off the paved walk way so the ATVs cannot access the beach park. According to the local ATV 
association the ATVs are to jump the curb to gain entrance to the rail trail. Local members know this. 
The tourists don't care and drive and park their machines on the grass in the park where families are 
playing. Why don't you  follow Barrie and Orillia's lead and charge non KCL residents for beach 
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parking. Tax payers are issued a parking card with their annual tax bill to display on dashboard. 
They charge$ 50 a day. The pay and display could extend on Bond and Francis Streets up to the 
corner of John st. The investment for a ticket kiosk and a student attendant could earn big revenue. 
Last summer unfortunately our beach remained open to hundreds of Tourists every week when 
Toronto beaches were closed due to covid. They arrive early to set up sun tents and BBQs. They 
stay all day without spending a dime in town. Revenue from parking could off set their garbage 
cleanup. Lastly, maybe your chosen task force should contain both pro and anti ATV folk in regards 
to change in the existing bylaw .  
Linda Anderson  
 

 
From: Richard Deborah Nokes   
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 7:13 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Support  
 
Hi there, 
This email is sent to show our support of the opening of all rural and village roads as well as all 
routes through the town of Lindsay so that we can be able to ride on all the trails. 
 
Thank you 
Richard and Deborah Nokes  
 

 
 
 
 

From: Frank Brenda C  
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 7:40 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Open Roads in the City of Kawartha Lakes 
 
I am a resident of the City of Kawartha Lakes 4th Generation. 
I support the opening of roads to ORVs. 
I live in a farming area and use atvs on a daily bases to get from one property to another. 
I also use my atv for going on rides in the COKLs with my family and friends. 
I carry insurance and a licence for my atv and feel that the use of roads and road links through 
Lindsay would enhance my enjoyment of my right to use my atv on roads.  
Please vote in favour of the ORV Task Force recommendations allowing ORVS on roads.  
 
Frank Carlin 
 

 
From: Derek Handy <  
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 7:53 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Opening roads in the city of kawartha lakes 
 
Hi my name is Derek Handy I live in Toronto and have a trailer at alpine resort in the north end of 
Lindsay I own a two-up TRV at the moment we are only allowed to go north into Fenelon Falls 
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please allow road access so we can stop in the town of Lindsay for essentials on the way to the next 
trail system thanks so much have a great day. 
 

 
From: Paul Clement <  
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 7:58 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Roads opening 
 
 
Just a quick note to express my support of further opening of roads and trails to connect our existing 
trail systems. The benefits are huge and in reality, ATV/UTV usage and tourism is rising 
exponentially. There are no downsides to this. 
Thanks for providing a platform for public comnentary. 
Paul Clement, Irondale On. KATVA member. 
 

 
From: Peter Petrosoniak < >  
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 9:05 PM 
To:  
Subject: ATV use on roads in CKL  
 
Dear Members of the ATV Task Force, 
 
These is to offer you my opinion about your recent recommendations regarding allowing ATV use on 
essentially all roads in CKL. 
 
What is troubling is the fact that you have not consulted the Health Unit for an opinion on what 
effects such a move would have on the health and safety of CKL residents.  Public Health Ontario 
released a report on the epidemiology of ATV-related injuries in Ontario in 2019 and found that the 
Haliburton-Kawartha Pine-Ridge Health Unit (to which CKL belongs) had the 5th highest rate of 
Emergency Room (ER) visits and hospitalizations of the 34 Health Units in the province.  Already 
there is widespread ATV use on roads in our Health Unit mostly in the north part of the City.  Of note 
is the fact that these rates are approximately double the Peterborough Health Unit ER and 
hospitalization rates and more than triple those of Durham, both jurisdictions in which ATV road use 
is not allowed or is very limited.  We can expect nothing less than a substantial rise in these rates if 
the recommendations to open up road use virtually everywhere are formally adopted by the Task 
Force and enacted by Council.  Why?  Because when we look at the Health Units with the 4 highest 
ER visits and hospitalization rates, they are: 
 1. Porcupine Health Unit which allows road use in Kapuskasing and Iroquois Falls and other 
roads 
 2. Haldimand-Norfolk which allows road use in Campbellford and elsewhere 
 3. Huron Health Unit which had many roads open to ATV use 
 4. Grey Bruce which also allows road use on many if not most roads. 
We are in line to join those jurisdictions if we allow road use as much as they do. 
 
The present recommendations are to open up all rural roads in the CKL.  Although you specify 
certain roads for ATV use in Lindsay and Bobcaygeon, you  are also in favour of allowing travel from 
any home to a trail or allowed road which, in effect, says all roads in the City are open for ATV use.  
You also admit that it would be difficult to police this.  I am sure the Police Services have much more 
to do than follow ATVs around the City.   
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Importantly, the Peterborough Health Unit has recommended to Council to not allow ATV road use in 
their jurisdiction.  Also, when this was dealt with at the CKL in 2011, our Health Unit made the same 
recommendation.  Why would you go against such wise advice now?   
 
Furthermore, the manufacturers of these vehicles clearly state that they are made for off-road use 
and should not be used on roads.  Similarly, the Specialty Vehicle Institute of America (SVIA), which 
promotes the safe and responsible use of ATVs and represents ATV manufacturers and distributors, 
says the following:  “ATVs are not designed, manufactured, or in any way intended for use on public 
streets, roads or highways.”  It says this because:  “Since ATVs are not intended to be used on-road, 
they are not designed, equipped or tested to meet such standards.  Many ATVs are equipped with a 
solid rear axle that turns both rear wheels at the same speed”, which means that "turning an ATV on 
high traction surfaces, such as paved roads, can be difficult when compared to turning in the off-road 
environment”.  They end with the recommendation that, “Permitting street use of ATVs … would be 
in conflict with manufacturers’ intentions on their proper use, and would be contrary to federal safety 
requirements.”   
 
One US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) study showed that 40% of ATV fatalities 
involved operation on paved roads, despite the fact that vehicle labels and owner’s manuals clearly 
warn against such use.  Another CPSC study found that, of 3,200 ATV-related deaths, the most 
frequently reported hazard pattern involved collisions and 35% of these involved collision with 
motorized vehicles.  This Commission on its web-site states:  “Do not drive ATVs on paved roads.”  
 
The Ontario Road Safety Annual Report, in the last complete annual report of 2017 found that, 
between 2013 and 2017 
 - Of 1103 ORV drivers injured, 518 occurred on-road (47%)  
 - Of 550 ORV passengers injured, 299 occurred on-road (54%) 
 - Of 100 ORV drivers killed, 54 occurred on-road (54%)  
 - Of 5 ORV passengers killed, 2 occurred on road (40%)  
 
None of the above should be a surprise.  ATVs on public roads introduces the possibility of ATV 
collisions with cars, trucks or pedestrians (especially in urban areas).  This is obviously a dangerous 
situation by any stretch of the imagination.   
 

Insurance companies also have much to say on this issue.  Frank Cowan Company which 
specializes in municipal risk management advice and insurance recently circulated a notice entitled:  
“Risk Management Considerations for Off Road Vehicles on Municipal Roads” which noted that 
“Adding another moving object hazard (ORVs) to areas with high pedestrian movement, high volume 
of on-street parking turnover, transit stops, dedicated bicycle lanes, etc may increase potential 
conflicts between motor vehicle, cyclists, pedestrians and ORVs.”  The increased municipal liability 
needs to be considered. 
 

Particularly troubling for me is that this Task Force was struck by Council in December 2020 with a 
mandate to complete a report by the end of March 2021.  interestingly, Council had budgeted for an 
Active Transportation Plan (planning of trails and paths for hiker, walkers and cyclists) in late 2019.  
The Request For Proposals for a consultant is just being finalized, over a year later.  It is disturbing, 
from a public health point of view, that the healthier recreational activity has been not yet been 
studied before ATV road use promotion is being hurried through a Task Force (the constitution of 
which is questionable given that it is composed only of ATV users or those sympathetic to their 
lobbying efforts).   
 

Juxtaposed to what I have said about the consideration of ATV road use in CKL, is the lack of 
promotion of bike paths in Lindsay.  Of note, Council had contemplated bike lanes for Kent Street 



 

Page 91 of 133 
 

prior to reconstruction but then removed them for consideration for the Colborne Street 
reconstruction project from which they were eventually removed as well.  So now we have 2 
reconstructed arterial roads in Lindsay with no bike paths but a push for ATV use on all roads in 
Lindsay.  This is absolutely retrograde thinking.  I predict that, as we have seen in many cities in 
Canada, the US and Europe, bike paths will need to be retrofitted as we value more the ecologically 
and environmentally better activities of walking and cycling.  Having ATVs in conflict with 
pedestrians, walkers and hikers is not good and definitely not forward thinking.   
 

The main driver for bringing ATVs into urban areas purportedly is the benefit to business and 
tourism.  Ironically, the benefit to business is minimal at best (perhaps Tim Horton’s, DQ, Mac’s Milk, 
gas stations may be beneficiaries) and never proved nor studied by this Task Force.  Notably, you 
have not asked for an economic assessment from staff.  I submit that, if this Council really had the 
interest of business and tourism in mind, it would market our trails for hiking and biking.  We are so 
fortunate to be on the crossroads of 2 important trails, the Great Trail (formerly the Trans-Canada 
Trail) and the Ganaraska Trail (from Port Hope to the Bruce Trail).  With the will of Council and 
proper marketing, the economic and health benefits derived from the use of these 2 trails, would be 
tremendous with no environmental degradation which is always a concern with ATV use. 
 

To summarize, this Task Force has not done its due diligence in assessing all the costs (health 
costs, municipal liability costs, insurance costs, impact on environment and climate, among others) 
of ATV road use.  One of the duties that leaders such as Mayors and Councillors have is to protect 
the health and safety of its citizens.  The proposed recommendations would do the opposite and 
must not be adopted.  Consideration of the health implications of ATV use needs to happen.   
 

Peter Petrosoniak Lindsay, Ontario  
 

 
From: Tyrone <  
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 11:38 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject:  
 
I am a person that lives in Oshawa and I would love to have the roads opened up in the kawartha 
area that way I would not have to drive two and three hours away just to go four wheeling I'd like to 
be able to explore all of my kawartha area, supporting local gas stations, and restaurants where I 
stop to eat I hope we can all see this as a step in the right direction and forward for responsible ATV 
riding ownership and most importantly setting the example for people that ATVs and side by sides 
can be safe and responsible and it also adhere to the rules of the road because they have to pay 
insurance as well.  
 
I would also like to be able to invite friends to my local riding area so I could show them around like 
they show me when I go and visit them in their local riding area and it would make it very nice and 
convenient and easy if we could all just unload in one spot and then just ride together making stops 
along the way supporting local businesses. 
 
I thank you for your time and appreciate you for reading my email have yourself a good day. 
 

 
From: Lmeisner <  
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 11:41 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Zoom meeting 
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Hi Brianne, 
I am unable to make the zoom meeting on March 19 and I would like to support the atv initiative to 
connect trails! 
Thank you Linda Meisner 
 

 
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 8:01:55 PM 
To whom it may concern. I would like to be able to ride my four wheeler on back roads in Kawartha 
lakes. 
Shea Comer, 
 

 
From: Laura <  
Sent: Sunday, March 14, 2021 9:53 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject:  
 
Kawartha Lakes Council  
To whom it may concern, 
 
I am writing you today to ask you to please consider opening roads for ATVs.  I understand that 
recently there was argument that ATVers will roam the roads like bikers looking for fights.  That is 
the most uneducated, insulting comment I have heard about this situation.  I personally am a 
Provincial Constable in southern Ontario.  My husband and I enjoy ATVing in Kawartha lakes 
because it’s the closest trail system to travel to for a weekend.  It is certainly much more convenient 
to be able to drive into the local towns to get fuel, food and snacks. 
I know there are many law abiding professionals that are of the same opinion. 
Thank you again for your consideration. 
 
Respectfully, 
Laura Matthews  Thamesville Ontario  
 

 
From: donlucas <  
Sent: Sunday, March 14, 2021 10:23 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Opening trial access 
 
Hello, I have a cottage on Cameron lake and would like to support the motion to open more trail 
access. I am currently a member of Katva and allowing SxS South down thru Lindsay to the 
Ganaraska would be amazing. In this time with lock downs and businesses hurting financially I 
beleive that the patronage from this group would really help. Not to mention the family time that 
would be enjoyed out in in nature after this past year. The city of Kawartha lakes could be the leader 
to show other municipalities what could be achieved when we all work together to reach a common 
goal. 
 
Thank you,  Don Lucas 
 

 
From: Gary Guthrie <  
Sent: Sunday, March 14, 2021 10:27 AM 
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To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: hooking up North and South trail through Lindsay 
 
I am in favor of the proposal to open roads through Lindsay I realize there will be those riders that 
will not follow the rules 
but hope there will be more good than bad. Also this should bring more business to some in the 
Kawartha Lakes. 
Rider  Gary Guthrie 
 

 
From: alisha hancock <  
Sent: Sunday, March 14, 2021 10:36 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Opening atv and sxs trails 
 
As a resident of Lindsay. I support the opening of the trails in lindsay to connect the north and south 
trails that are already open. Most if not all the people I have met that own and ride atvs and sxs are 
very respectful theyre not out just riding up and down the streets and not only that but they all do a 
large amount of cleanup on the trails they are on picking up garbage and things that hikers and 
bicycles throw on the grounds. Most atv and sxs people constantly bring bags and pick up everytime 
they go out. So not only would this initiative be good for those people not to have to travel and spend 
money stopping at restaurants outside of town. It would also bring more revenue into Lindsay.but it 
would also benefit the environment.  
I fully support the opening of these trails  Thank you 
 

From: Ryan <  
Sent: Sunday, March 14, 2021 10:42 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Support to open the roads to connect north and south rail trails. 
 
As a resident of Lindsay. I support the opening of the roads in lindsay to connect the north and south 
trails that are already open. I'm very dedicated to the sport and travel great lengths to enjoy our trails 
in a safe and thoughtful manner. Most if not all the people I have met that own and ride atvs and sxs 
are very respectful theyre not out just riding up and down the streets and not only that but they all do 
a large amount of cleanup on the trails they are out picking up garbage and things that hikers and 
bicycles throw on the grounds. Most atv and sxs people constantly bring bags and pick up everytime 
they go out. So not only would this initiative be good for those people not to have to travel and spend 
money stopping at restaurants outside of town. It would also bring more revenue into Lindsay and it 
would also benefit the environment.   
 
I fully support the opening of these road links in Lindsay  
 
Thank you for taking the time to listen,  
Ryan Storey  

 

From: john k <  
Sent: Sunday, March 14, 2021 11:18 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: In favor 



 

Page 94 of 133 
 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to voice my interest.  
I have a cottage in the Kawarthas and own a SxS. 
I am in favor of the proposal for use of these vehicles in this region.  
Thanks John 
 

From: Steve Wright  
Sent: Sunday, March 14, 2021 1:24 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Kawartha lakes trails 
 
Hello All 
My name is Steve Wright & I live in Lakefield & wanted to voice my thoughts regarding the extension 
of the trail/street system that could join the north/south trails through Lindsay . 
I believe that this is a great idea that would benefit everyone that uses the trail system .The KATV 
members I ride with are responsible young & old members of the community & we 
trailer to various locations on the trail system & purchase food , fuel & lodgeing when needed , this 
has an economic benefit to business . We also pick up trash that is left  
behind by others that use the trail system & that benefits everyone . We also see other trail users 
when we are out & we are always courteous & usually wave or chat , that 
again benefits everyone as the conversations usually touch on what each of us enjoys most about 
the trails/outdoors & allows us to understand other views better . 
From reading the proposed guidelines I feel that you have covered most things that may concern 
both users & property owners . 
Please feel free to contact me if questions arise . 
Thanks  Steve Wright   

 
 
From: Ginny Colling <  
Sent: Sunday, March 14, 2021 2:09:55 PM 
To:  
Subject: Off Road Vehicle issue  
  
Hello,  
 
I would like to register my grave concern about the proposal of the ORV Task Force to in effect allow 
the use of off road vehicles on virtually all streets and roads in the City of the Kawartha Lakes.  In 
reading the well-researched letter on this issue by Green Trails Alliance director Peter Petrosoniak in 
the Lindsay Advocate (https://lindsayadvocate.ca/citys-atv-task-force-must-put-health-of-citizens-
ahead-of-all-else/), I see that there are solid reasons to reject this proposal from a health and safety 
standpoint.  The communities highest on the list of ER visits and hospitalizations due to ORV 
accidents are those that allowed these vehicles on their roads.  Peterborough Health Unit has 
recommended against it, as did our own health unit, in 2011. 
 
The composition of the task force is certainly questionable.  Where are the walkers, hikers and 
cyclists with input into this type of issue?  Your council has adopted a Healthy Environment Plan with 
a goal to reduce emissions, in part by encouraging active transportation (non-motorized - hiking, 
walking, cycling).  This proposal if adopted would take us in the opposite direction, to the detriment 
of both the health of local citizens and the environment. 
 

https://lindsayadvocate.ca/citys-atv-task-force-must-put-health-of-citizens-ahead-of-all-else/
https://lindsayadvocate.ca/citys-atv-task-force-must-put-health-of-citizens-ahead-of-all-else/
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And the big rush to get this task force report submitted by the end of this month is also troubling, in 
light of the comparative foot-dragging  when it comes to completion of the Active Transportation 
Plan.   
 
Much of the rest of the world is concerned about the state of the environment and people 
everywhere are waking up to the urgent need to clean up our act.  CKL can show it is forward 
thinking and concerned about these issues too, or it can show we’re a back-water that doesn’t seem 
to be aware or concerned about the climate and biodiversity crisis all around us. 
 
The choice is yours.  
 
 I look forward to seeing what council does with this proposal. 
 
Sincerely,  
Ginny Colling 
 

 
From: Cathy Kirkpatrick <  
Sent: Sunday, March 14, 2021 2:23:46 PM 
To:  
Subject: Off Road Vehicle Task Force  
  
I am writing to express my opposition to the city’s proposal to allow ‘Off Road’ vehicles to access 
routes within Lindsay.  In particular, I wish to express my concern over routes that include Logie 
Street.   
  
As a resident of the East Ward for the past 36 years, I am well aware that this part of Lindsay was 
neglected for many years.  Raising my children on ……… Court, we were always aware of the safety 
risks that existed beyond our court – no street lights, no sidewalks, a small poorly maintained 
neighbourhood park, a walking bridge that had no access except an overgrown steep, and often 
dangerous, hill and speeding vehicles on this ‘bypass’ route.   
  
My children are grown and have left this community.  So, I am now speaking for the many new 
families that occupy this part of the town.  Finally …..FINALLY…. the city is paying attention to our 
neighbourhood!  FINALLY, we have safe sidewalks and streetlights and roads that don’t destroy our 
cars!  But most importantly, you have just this year recognized the need for a safe and engaging 
place for families and young children to gather.  The Logie Street park is truly a beautiful park and, 
as I walk by it daily, I am so excited to see and hear the joy that this park has brought to our 
community.  After watching the politicians involved applaud themselves on the city videos 
introducing the park, I assume that you are also proud of this park. 
  
My question to you is how can it possibly make sense to invest millions of dollars into this child 
centred facility and then create an unsafe situation for the children using it?  How can you possibly 
think that it is a good idea to put the lives of the young children biking, walking, running or riding 
scooters to this park, by allowing this to now be a route used by ATVs and other off road 
vehicles?  This is a recipe for disaster!  There is no crosswalk or traffic light to allow for safe crossing 
from a family filled neighbourhood to the park.  They already deal with a large volume of traffic and 
excessive speed and now they will also dodge ATVs.   
 
After watching the many, many snowmobiles that cut through the park over this winter and regularly 
ride along the boulevards on Logie street, I can only assume that by directing these ATVs past the 
park, there will inevitably be many that choose to cut through this park as well.  This will not only 
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destroy the new park but will be putting the lives of children at risk.  Are you planning on stationing a 
bylaw officer at this park on a permanent basis to prevent this or what is the plan to monitor the 
situation you will be creating? 
  
I truly hope that council can be forward thinking and realize that part of your responsibility is to make 
this community a healthy, safe place to live.  I invite you to actually come to this neighbourhood 
sometime.  Park your car along Logie Street and actually see this area in action.  See the numerous 
seniors who walk this street all day long.  See the families out walking together.  See the numerous 
cyclists, joggers and dog walkers that use this route.  Watch the many kids rushing to the park on 
this street.  See the healthy, active living that is going on here!  
  
Once you have actually paid attention to this, consider if the safety of these people, trying to enjoy 
their childhood and live a healthy life, are less important than people just passing through the town 
on their vehicles.  And if a child is injured trying to enter or exit this new and much celebrated park, 
are you willing to have that on your conscience?   
While I certainly DO NOT want to deal with ATVs going north on Logie Street, it terrifies me to think 
you will send them past the park.  We already are regularly run off the Rotary Trail and all other trails 
in this area by snowmobiles, dirt bikes and ATVs.  Giving them license to use our neighbourhood as 
a designated route cannot help the situation.   
  
Why not explore creating a trail that is designated for these vehicles that goes along Highway 36 and 
averts the danger presented by bringing them into our neighbourhood?  There must be a safer 
solution. 
  
Finally, I would like to thank the Kawartha Lakes Green Trails Alliance for bringing this important 
information to our attention.  I feel like the CKL should have brought this to the attention of the 
neighbourhoods involved as well.    I’m sure there are many responsible ATVers, but those who are 
not put others at risk.  I DO NOT support putting my neighbours and their children at risk by allowing 
this route to be authorized by council.     
  
Cathy Kirkpatrick 
 

 
From: Larry Taylor <  
Sent: Sunday, March 14, 2021 4:02 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: open up trails for ATV's 
 
It’s time to open trails for ATV’s in Kawartha through Lindsay ATVing is a safe and growing sport 
supported by many in the area especially needed to get through town to the trails leading north.   
Larry Taylor 
 

 
From: Kristy Coons <  
Sent: Sunday, March 14, 2021 4:28 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: re: road allowance routes 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
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            I am writing to you today, to let you know how we feel about the possibility of opening some 
road passages to connect the trails in Lindsay, Ontario.  We are all for this opportunity of having a 
way to get from one trail to the next.  
  
            My family has recently developed a passion for utilizing the VRT for leisure.  We live close to 
the proposed road route in Lindsay.   
  
            We have two children, 11 years and 21 years.  Our 21 year old has severe low functioning 
autism.  We have two legal two up machines and have noticed in the past two years our sons have 
both opened up at large and laugh constantly when we are traveling down the trails.  Unfortunately 
one of the things that keeps us from going on the VRT at times is that our current trailer can only 
handle one of these oversized ATV’s, therefore causing us to have to make two trips just to reach a 
staging area.  With having to make two trips that takes up nearly two hours of time to load, travel, 
unload, and repeat the process, and then again on return home.  For our family it is important that 
we are able to access the trails regularly.  We are not a typical family that can go to a hotel 
downtown in Niagara Falls, or go to Toronto to a blue jays game, our family is hit really hard with 
autism and going to said places, is very difficult for our young adult child with Autism.  However, 
when he is on the ATV, he is at one of his happiest places. 
  

Opening the routes through town, would also allow much more local businesses being able to 
provide meals and gas for those passing through.   
  
            When we are able to take a full day and head out on the ATV’s we typically stop in almost 
every community along the way and purchase stuff.  We likely spend around 60$ on gas, we 
typically would purchase lunch and dinner while out on the trails, which for a growing family of four 
we spend around 40-50$ on meals.  On top of those expenses we often stop in Fenelon Falls and 
shop around.  
  
            Not everyone can afford the large 10.000$ trailers to be able to travel with two oversized 
ATV’s.  Please consider all the families that would benefit from having this route 
implemented.  Thank you for your time. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Kristy & Sean Coons 
 

 
From:  
Sent: March 14, 2021 12:16 PM 
To: Tracy Richardson 
Subject: Concerning atv legislation for use on roads. 
  
I’m not sure where to send this, but I know you are on the task force pushing for getting more access 
for atvs and ORVs on the roads. 
My biggest concern is actually policing. How will there be enforcement and policing put into place to 
address the problems with atv and ORV ‘bad apples’ creating hazardous conditions for other users 
of the roadways?   
I ask, for there are a set of rules and regulations governing snowmobiles, and the club comprising of 
volunteers can’t even enforce the speed limits etc...but must instead are forced to try and contact the 
OPP to step in.  
 
Yes, Responsible users adhere to speed limits, carry a trail permit and insurance, keep to the trails 

mailto:trichardson@kawarthalakes.ca
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and not across farmland etc.  But as I watch more than one irresponsible rider after another through 
this winter alone nearly lose it skipping up the embankments and falling to the bottom towards the 
highway....or having near misses with other riders...or speeding down the road with a buddy on the 
trail.... 
 
This summer, I’ve gone running to rescue a young lad who got run off the trail by two there and they 
left him there for dead. This isn’t funny any more. 
 
I’ve posted my concerns (I wanted to post something today, as a side by side and atv doing wheelies 
down the snowmobile trail are out ‘enjoying’ themselves...on a closed illegal space....) we have had 
in the past, irresponsible parents putting their young children on adult atvs...or holding a child in their 
laps no helmets etc.... 
But of course the bullies jump onto those posts, feel it’s none of our business to comment on their 
drinking and driving, speeding, trespassing and carelessness. I’ve been called every name under the 
sun, told to move if we don’t like it etc. Lots of fun. 
Sorry you are being irresponsible and causing problems in front of our place. Sorry I have had to 
rescue someone’s child when you have decided to catch air time in a 50km or less area and run him 
into the ditch.... 
 
So how are the atv clubs going to do the enforcement of our laws and policing? 
There are so many undocumented incidents that we as communities get to witness, but are 
threatened and bullied when we report them or voice our concerns. 
 
We have a machine too. We have a plate, insurance, and are responsible riders.  
If we decided to use trails etc, we would expect to pay something to maintain the trails, and have a 
fund created to promote safety programs. 
 
The racers that come down our trail have a place to do what they want to do. The mods have places 
to play. The mudders have places to play. There is a fee involved and a trailer ride to these 
places...but the mud tracks and derby tracks are where these machines are appropriate...not on our 
highways and byways, not on the closed snowmobile trail. 
  Why? The tracks have EMS on standby when these enthusiasts make a mistake. The tracks are 
closed to other traffic to create a safe space for them to practice cool moves and high rates of speed. 
Listen to the number of folks even in Pontypool who watch some riders fly through the intersection at 
John Street not even bothering to stop at the stop sign. This isn’t just at night.  Or the incident I 
watched yesterday on the way home from Bethany, where a side by side nearly became a semi’s 
hood ornament because they thought they could make it from one side of grey road to the other 
across 35. I felt so bad for the trucker, he leaned on the horn, and it was a near miss! 
 
I know you will take this in the spirit in which it was written. It is not meant to be a ‘just another 
complaining letter’ but rather a letter of concern. 
 
I know you are probably finding it challenging balancing what people want, vs what they need. I don’t 
envy your position at all. Hard to keep everyone happy.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Laura Boyle. Pontypool . 
 

 
From: HOP LAU < 
Sent: Sunday, March 14, 2021 5:01 PM 
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To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Opening Roads in the City of Kawartha Lakes to ATVs and SxS 
 
I support opening road 
Lau Family 
 

 
From: Joel Smith <  
Sent: Sunday, March 14, 2021 6:18 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Opening Roads in the City of Kawartha Lakes to ATVs and SxS 
 
I just wanted to pass along my opinion on allowing atvs to operate through Kawartha Lakes. 
I am in favour. 
I am not a resident but much of my family lives in the city.  
The vast majority of Atv riders are respectful of the rules of the road and are mindful of safety and 
noise considerations, just as the majority of motorists are. 
There will be economic benifits as well, with riders filling up on gas and taking advantage of local 
restaurants.  
Joel Smith  

From:  
Sent: Sunday, March 14, 2021 6:19 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: roads 
 
I'm  an atver and it would  be great to go to Lindsay for gas and restaurants,  this would also benefit 
the economy. Also other roads to other towns would also be greatly appreciated.  
 

 
On Mar 14, 2021, at 7:31 PM, Susan Stephenson < wrote:  
 
Hi Pat.I want to express my opposition to ATV traffic in the town of Lindsay.Any of the suggested 
routes present problems with traffic safety,noise levels ,and interference with the peaceful 
atmosphere.Many citizens will suffer for the benefit of a few. 
Thank you for your careful consideration of this matter. 
Susan Stephenson 
 

 
From: Ron Sladky <  
Sent: Sunday, March 14, 2021 7:47 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Roads through towns 
 
As a retired man who loves to ride ATVS and SxS , I enjoy spending days riding around Ontario and 
it’s very cool to be able to stop in different towns for lunch, fuel, and occasional shopping for a 
souvenir with my wife. We have been all over and it would be very nice to have Lindsay allow us to 
connect the trails through town. We have done this in many towns, meet wonderful people and 
support their businesses. Dedicated routes with Atv signs will be sufficient to keep travel to certain 
areas. Riders are respectful and appreciate the trail connections. Thank you for your time 
Ron Sladky Ennismore , Ontario  
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From: Neal Pringle <  
Sent: Sunday, March 14, 2021 8:07 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Opening up roads 
 
My name is Neal Pringle. I am retired and have lived in the City of Kawartha Lakes for 37 years.I 
have been an ATVer for 15 years, belonging to the Kawartha ATV club. We do a lot of good 
spending money fixing up the trails for all users. We do cleanups of the trails also for everyone to 
use. So I do support opening up roads in City of Kawartha Lakes and through Lindsay. 
 

  
From: Jan Mikkelsen <  
Sent: Sunday, March 14, 2021 8:27 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
 
Please provide a way of getting thru Lindsay! 
It can only help our small local businesses that surely need the support.    Jan 
 

 
From: Susan Stephenson <  
Sent: Sunday, March 14, 2021 7:37:33 PM 
To: aletham@kawarthalakes.ca <aletham@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ATV TRAFFIC IN LINDSAY  
  
Hi Andy 
I wish to express my opposition to any ATV traffic in Lindsay.It will present problems with traffic 
safety,noise pollution,and interference with the peaceful atmosphere in town.Many citizens of 
Lindsay will suffer for the benefit of a few. 
Thank you for your careful consideration of this matter 
Susan Stephenson 
 

 
From: Ray McQuaid <  
Sent: Sunday, March 14, 2021 8:42 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Please make it happen 
 
Hello kawartha Atv 
 My name is Ray.I live here in lindsay.i spend alot of money every year in this town.from a new  atv 
to a new sxs .trail permits insurance gas ,parts ,food clothing and much more.i always left my house 
on xxxxxxxxxxxxxx and went to bancroft, lake st peter, Haliburton and a lot more .then the town sold 
the rail line .so now i have had to trailer to ride.i live x houses from the trans canada trail and i cant 
go anywhere north on the old rail line.i just spent another 10,000 this year on a new sxs and 
accessorys.120.00 on a trail pass plus ,plus,and wish that all the roads and the rail line and the new 
proposed access to the north end of town ,get opened back up. so responsible people like me can 
ride .instead of our trail money be used by the green trail alliance and the other residents who enjoy 
the trails that we pay for and are TOLD !! WE CAN'T USE..its about time things around this area .get 
into the 21st century and stop jerking the honest people who support the area and businesses in the 
kawartha lake around !!! I'm 62 and i respect the trails and rules and deserve some respect too.thank 
you for your time.   

mailto:aletham@kawarthalakes.ca
mailto:aletham@kawarthalakes.ca
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From: Nicole Langendock <  
Sent: Sunday, March 14, 2021 8:58 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: I vote yes 
 
Hello,  
My name is Nicole Langendock and I live in Lindsay, my family and I support the atvs being aloud on 
roads. it would be amazing if we could leave from our home to head to the trails, also We know lots 
of people that would love to be able to ride in get gas and keep going.  
We support you and Thank-you, 
Nicole  
 

 
From: James Yeaman <  
Sent: Sunday, March 14, 2021 11:32 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: We support ATV & UTV on roads 
 
Good Evening 
 
As a homeowner in the town of Pontypool I would like to voice my support for the opening up of all 
rural and village roads throughout the City of Kawartha Lakes as well as a link connecting the south 
and north rail trail through Lindsay for ATV/UTV use. 
 
My wife and I both enjoy ATVing and it was one of the reasons we decided to live in the area but the 
trail network is very fractured and requires trailering between trails. If we were able to ride on roads 
we could access the south rail trail near Bethany and ride all the way into the Northern Kawartha 
lakes from our doorstep. This would allow us to spend more of our money locally on things like gas, 
services and food, which in a post covid world is very important to us personally and our local 
economy in general. 
 
I feel that opening of roads would also create an incredible tourism opportunity for the area. The CKL 
could become a go to destination for ATV enthusiasts. 
 
Also as a person who has a physical disability and uses a wheelchair for mobility, an ATV allows me 
to explore areas and environments I could never dream of in my wheelchair. The hardest part of the 
sport for a person with mobility issues is loading and unloading a trailer. Riding from home would 
eliminate this barrier 100% and would open the sport to even more people. 
 
I would like to thank you for this opportunity to show my support for opening up roads for ATV & UTV 
in use the City of Kawartha Lakes. 
 
James & Sarah Yeaman 
 

 
On Mar 15, 2021, at 5:34 AM, Hermine < > wrote: 
  
Please NO ATVs I the town of Lindsay .Too noisy and too slow 
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From: Michael Shields <  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 6:55 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ATV and S X S Support  
 
As a resident of Kawartha Lakes I am respectfully asking for your support on the issue of ATV and 
Side by Side vehicle use in our community.  
Mike Shields  
 

 
 
 
From: Terry Mattiussi   
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 8:40 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: open roads 
 
I live north of Omemee i believe the roads should open so people can get from south to north trails 
also get into town for gas and food . and maybe people that live in town could ride to the trails thanks 
 

 
From: Rachel Lotton   
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 8:48 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: In support of off road vehicles  
 
Good Morning Brianne 
 
I would like to register for the support of using off road vehicles on public roads.  
 
I cannot attend the zoom meeting, but I am in support!  
 
Thank you 
Rachel Lotton 
 

 
On Mar 15, 2021, at 9:12 AM, elver wilders <> wrote: 

 Hi, Mr. Dunn, 
I am sending this e-mail in strong support of the idea/motion to allow access of a.t,v.s in Lindsay. 
Allowing atv's in Lindsay in a controlled manner would bring business into town (people would stop 
for meals, gas and shop in the various stores) it would in fact be not that dis-similar as to the boat 
parking arrangement we have just below the locks in town on the ……… R., (which was also 
opposed at one time) and look how this has benefitted the town.... added patronage for stores and it 
makes the area look cleaner and adds to the tourism. The benefits of atv's in town can be 
successful, we need just look to the north at Fenelon Falls and see how the town has benefitted and 
the fact that ATVers are responsible and the added revenue is helping business there be successful 
especially during these harsh times recovering from COVID. Please share this with any and all 
members of the town council. 
Take Care, Elver Wilders.         
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From: mark oliver <  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 9:48 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ORV use  
 
To whom it may concern I’m writing this letter in support of the enhanced ORV use of roads for 
accessing trails.  
 
I myself being a long term resident of Fenelon Falls and living directly on the rail trail for most of my 
life I’ve seen in transition from a Once a day train travelling to Haliburton to sitting stagnant for years. 
It was wonderful to see it open up for all to enjoy. I’ve used the trails as well as my family for years 
and seen so much growth prosperity and community involvement. It would be wonderful to continue 
the enhancement of these trails linking the North and South. 
 
Unfortunately as in every aspect of Vehicle use whether it’s a ATV ,Cars, Motorcycles, boats 
,snowmobiles etc etc there will always be the 1% who disregard the rules and act irresponsible. 
These people should be fined and not go without consequences for there actions.  
 
Some people are dead against change or something different this has been proven through history 
transitioning from Horses to Cars then Motorcycles all were faced with fierce opposition. ORV use is 
also facing these obstacles but I believe it will flourish and bring added prosperity for all. 
 
To Sum this up it is my humble opinion the enhancement should be embraced for what it is a 
wonderful opportunity to make Kawartha Lakes even more attractive place to live and visit from far 
and Wide  
 
Mark Oliver  
 

 
From:  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 9:53 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: orv use 
 
I would like to thank the task force and the city of kawartha lakes for taking an active role in 
furthering the operation of orvs' in Ontario. I am a resident and property owner in the city of Kawartha 
Lakes. we have vacationed here for 30 years and our daughter moved to Bobcaygeon to raise her 
family and we had our retirement home built here. We are big atv riders and have enjoyed the 
numerous trails here, we like to go on long rides and stop for lunch, to this end it would be nice to go 
to the Lindsay area and further south for this purpose. From a tourist respective it would be 
beneficial for all to be known as an orv friendly area to be maybe comparable to the Hatfield and 
McCoy trails in West Virginia. 
Thank You  Pat Latour 
 

 
From: Hayden's <  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 10:10 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Open Roads for Katva 
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Good Morning, 
I am a resident here in Fenelon falls. I am in support of more openings for ATV’s and SXS’s.  One it 
is a great family  activity. As well it is a huge boost to our economy and is more and more making the 
Kawartha’s a tourist destination. I know others in Ontario that wish their area’s were as good and 
open and outdoors driven as the Kawartha’s. 
 
Sincerely,  Matt Hayden 
 

 
From: William Lee <  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 10:11 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Expanding the trails for ATV's 
 
As an ATV rider it would be worthwhile to extend the trails so that you can enjoy a meal or get gas in 
Lindsay.  Also it would allow more exploration of the trails south of Lindsay and make the experience 
that much more enjoyable for all. 
 
Bill Lee 
 

 
From: carrlw carrlw <  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 10:19 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: atv road use 
 
i am a retired senior that had owned my own auto repair and auto sales in lindsay for 35 years when 
i retired in 2007 a needed something to fill my time a friend had a atv and wanted someone to ride 
with , so i purchased a 2008 yamaha kodaik  350 after two rides i was hooked, have  had about 6 
different  units sinse that,  yes i would like to see the city to alowe  atv,s in town, do not under stand 
why snowmoble,s are able to ride in town but not atv,s,  atv,s are are much more driveable than 
snowmoble,s , i ride with a group of 4 to 10  that go out 1 day a week until covid. we would arange 
our ride to go somewhere for lunch, so atv,s do spend money,, hoping council and city will open to 
atvs, should have been useing  ORV,S   LORNE CARR 
 

 
From: Jay Blizz <  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 10:44 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Lindsay 
 
I wanted to write this email to show support for opening up an off-road passage through Lindsay.  
I come up there to ride the KATVA trails and am always forced to trailer through Lindsay 
 

 
From: Donald Gilchrist <  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 10:44 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Fwd: Off Road Vehicles and Sturgeon Point 
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I am forwarding to your task force the submission I made to Doug Elmslie and Laurie Scott. 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Donald Gilchrist <  
Date: Sun, Mar 14, 2021 at 3:36 PM 
Subject: Off Road Vehicles and Sturgeon Point 
To: < >,  
Dear Mr. Elmslie and Ms. Scott: 
 
I am writing to you to express my opposition to allowing Off Road Vehicles on the roads in and 
immediately surrounding Sturgeon Point. I am a cottager at Sturgeon Point, currently residing at a 
cottage that has been in my wife’s family for over a hundred years. Each of our four children, the 
eldest of whom is now 25,  as well as nine of their cousins, spent all off their summers at Sturgeon 
Point until the age of 18, so I am very familiar with issues of child safety at Sturgeon Point. As you 
are probably aware, there is a year round population at Sturgeon Point of approximately 100, which 
swells to around 300-400 in summer. There are always lots of children in Sturgeon Point, whether 
they be children or grandchildren of residents or cottagers.  Safety is a big concern in Sturgeon 
Point. I attach a link to the Sturgeon Point Association's website. 
 
https://www.sturgeonpoint.com/community/safety-at-the-point/ 
 
 
SPA's concern over child safety was not prepared for use in any submission regarding ORVs. It is a 
constant worry for any parent or grandparent in Sturgeon Point. In 1985 when the village 
started  paving roads n Sturgeon Point, there was significant opposition, as some of the residents felt 
that paved roads “would only cause drivers to speed even more”. Sturgeon Point is also very 
residential, starting off as an incorporated village before amalgamation was forced on the 
village.  This is not off-road country. 
 
Apart from the parallel streets (1st through 6th) that run between Irene and the Lake Road, there are 
only 3 real streets in the heart of Sturgeon Point, Irene, which goes through the centre of Sturgeon 
Point, the Lake Road and the Forest Road, which joins with the Lake Road to form Henry Street. The 
Lake Road in particular is not appropriate for OVRs. The Lake Road is extremely  narrow - you can 
get an idea from the link. As it passes by many cottages, it is often no more than 10 feet wide, and 
sometimes as little as 8 feet or less. Visibility is often poor, due to overgrowth of adjoining 
vegetation, as well as curves in the road and in one or two spots, a drop in elevation. Many children 
cross the Lake Road to get to the water. It runs right through our property. There is relatively little 
vehicular traffic on the Lake Road by residents, as almost all have access to a cottage through Irene, 
1st through 6th, Forest Road or Henry Street. For a large part of it, Lake Road runs two ways, while 
still being very narrow. 
 
Residents already feel threatened by vehicular traffic and speed. If you come into Sturgeon Point, 
you will see many signs asking for people to slow down, in particular on Irene, where there is a 
children's park, normally frequented  by those under the age of 10, and on the Lake Road. I expect if 
a poll were taken, I expect the vast majority of Sturgeon Point residents would be in favour of closing 
the Lake Road past Irene to all vehicular traffic, other than bicycles. Bringing in more motorized 
vehicles is moving in absolutely the wrong direction, not only because use of fossil fuels. 
 
I would note a number of other factors strongly militate against allowing ORVs in Sturgeon Point. 
One is enforcement. Sturgeon Point is a long way from any police detachment. Personally, over a 
period of 32 plus years coming to Sturgeon Point, I have seen a police car here once. Last summer, 
there were two children screaming around Sturgeon Point in an ORV, making a very load noise, 

https://www.sturgeonpoint.com/community/safety-at-the-point/
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leaving a trail of foul smelling air and going the wrong way on a one way portion of the Lake 
Road/Henry Street, including right through our property. I understand a complaint was made by one 
or more others in the community last summer, and a police car was dispatched, and spent a 
considerable amount of time here, only to find that the kids took the day off. Yesterday the children 
were back, going past our property the wrong way down a one way street  at relatively high speed 
given that parts of the road were glare ice. They could have killed themselves or someone walking 
along the road if they had gone into a skid by braking too hard on the glare ice. The fact is that bad 
behaviour cannot be effectively policed here. The police services already have plenty to do, and they 
should not get dragged into trying to enforce safety in Sturgeon Point. 
 
Another factor is what happens when there is an injury. By car Sturgeon Point is at least 25 minutes 
to the nearest hospital in Lindsay. If a child is injured, quick medical attention may not be obtainable. 
I would also note that many children bicycle the wrong way on the one way portion of the Lake Road. 
They do this as they feel the Forest Road is less safe due the regular presence of bears each 
summer, about which nothing is ever done by the public authorities. This does not usually pose a 
risk with cars, as the cars tend to go very slowly given the narrowness of the Lake Road. With ORVs, 
which are much narrower than cars, fear of hitting the trees, branches and shrubs which adjoin the 
road will not be an issue and will not prevent aggressive driving on the Lake Road, endangering 
children. 
 
If you are considering allowing ORVs in Sturgeon Point, you and your colleagues that are deciding 
where ORVs are appropriate for introduction should consider first running a pilot program in the 
areas that you and your fellow decision makers work and live so you can assess first hand how 
much you and your neighbours consider it worthwhile to allow ORVs to be going through your 
residential neighbourhoods. I would submit that prior to any introduction of legal ORVs in Sturgeon 
Point,  a vote of the Sturgeon Point community should first be obtained,  with a required 75% 
approval.  
 
I would be happy to discuss this further or provide further evidence, such as photographs, if that 
would be of assistance. 
 
Donald Gilchrist 
 

 
From: Christine Eliopoulos <  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 11:47 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ORV Task Force public meeting on March 19, 2021 
 
Good Morning Brianne, 
 
My name is Christine Eliopoulos, owner and operator of Eggsmart in Bobcaygeon.  One of your 
colleagues stopped in today to discuss an ORV task force meeting happening this week. I would 
love to join this forum but due to my business I will not be able to attend. I will like to add that I am a 
big supporter of allowing people to come into town with their ATVs and other motorized vehicles. If 
you would like to contact me please don't hesitate to.  
 
Christine Eliopoulos 
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From: Peoples, Brian <  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 12:09 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Opening Roads In Kawartha Lakes 
 
Hello . My name is Brian Peoples and with my wife Mary we own the Foodland in Bobcaygeon. As 
we are dependent on tourist dollars to keep our business open and our staff employed it would be in 
our best interest if we could also have roads opened to ATV's . This group of recreational 
enthusiasts would be a tremendous boost to our local economy coming into town to fuel , dine and of 
course get groceries . They could also stay as we have several motels and  could really enjoy 
what Bobcaygeon has to offer . Our town has the potential to be a centralized hub as the ATV 
owners could plan trips to join up with all the trail systems in the Kawarthas and Trent Lakes . The 
pandemic has changed the way people will vacation for the foreseeable future and if this group has 
the ability to use our roads they may just spend their entire vacation budget in our area . We cannot 
ignore this as the pandemic has taken a horrific toll on our town business's and if we could do 
anything to help offset this by increasing tourism it is the right thing to do . Both Mary and I and our 
friends are ATV'rs as well and we wish we could come into town like we do in Fenlon Falls to spend 
our money there after enjoying the trail system . Respectfully  
Brian and Mary Peoples 
 

 
From:   
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 12:18 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Snowmobiling 
 
Hello 
Daylight diner on Bolton Street, Bobcaygeon, supports the opening of streets to snowmobiles. 
The downtown businesses would benefit, throughout the winter months, with the  
potential for extra customers in our slow season. 
 
Thanks  Cathy Alton 
 

 
From: Scott Carleton <  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 12:25 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Kawartha ORV Task Force Support 
 
Hello, 
 
We are writing in support of the ORV Task Force recommendations listed on 
the https://jumpinkawarthalakes.ca/orv/news_feed/task-force-recommendations web site. 
 
My wife and I have been property owners on Cameron Lake since 2014 and have operated ATVs 
with annual KATVA passes since then.  Our daughter has been a property owner since 2019 and 
she also enjoys using the ATVs and trails. 
 

https://jumpinkawarthalakes.ca/orv/news_feed/task-force-recommendations
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I work in the advertising industry and spend about half of my time in Fenelon Falls.  I am a few years 
from retiring and plan to live permanently to Kawartha Lakes once I can walk away from my 
business.  
 
In the 7 years we have been living in the area and utilizing the trails, we have found the other riders 
to be courteous and respectful of the trails and other users. 
 
One of our favorite times of the year is to head out in the fall and take in all the changing colors.  I 
have business partners in Los Angeles, NY, London and Tokyo, all of whom have either visited the 
area (or will once the pandemic is over).  They too have found the trails to be one of the highlight of 
their trips.  They get to see parts of the countryside that they have never been exposed to. 
 
We feel the recommendations listed by the ORV Task Force are reasonable and will help open up 
the trails to even more users. 
 
We hope the Council sees the merits in adopting the ORV Task Force recommendations, with the 
understanding that all riders will be expected to abide by the rules and regulations.   
 
Sincerely,  Scott & Pamela Carleton 
 

 
From: Ange Snoddon <  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 12:37 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Trail Approval through Lindsay 
 
I want to state that my family is in support for adding roads through Lindsay to get from the south 
trial to the north trail. I believe it would benefit the town in a big way and that it would help some of 
the locale restaurants and other businesses.  
 

 
From: Justin Snoddon <  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 12:49 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Trail Approval  
 
My Family and I are in support of opening up the roads to ATVer's to get from one trail system to the 
next. We are atver's and enjoy the sport. I think it would be a great benefit to our community 
 

 
From: MJ Kokeshi <  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 12:51 PM 
To: Andy Letham <aletham@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ATVs and Side by Sides in City of Kawartha Lakes from Marilas McInnis 
 
Dear Mayor Letham 
 
ATVs and Side by Sides in City of Kawartha Lakes - 
 
Due to the current on-going COVID-19 community lockdowns, more and more ACTIVE USERS ( 
walkers, hikers, cross-country skiers, cyclists ) are observed on our sidewalks, side roads and trails. 

mailto:aletham@kawarthalakes.ca
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These town networks , merely streets or side roads away from our home residences, remove us 
from the anxious hyper-vigilance and stresses imposed on us by daily interaction with busy street, 
road and highway TRAFFIC! 
 
These shared citizen networks are the escape local citizens of ALL ages NEED and USE.  
We do not need health experts to inform us that All our citizens benefit from being physically active 
right here in our local community, surrounded by the natural elements that are readily accessible and 
available.  
 
It is worth noting that our emotional and mental well-being are significantly nurtured during these 
frequent physical outdoor interactions. 
 
It is unthinkable that these safe, noise-reduced, outdoor opportunities to achieve better 
health be diminished in any way. 
 
NOISE AND SPEED have no place in this equation of our collective well-being! 
It is therefore essential that access to our trails, our streets, our sidewalks, and our roads be 
Immediate and as safe and stress-free as possible. 
 
Vehicles designed for OFF ROAD pleasure and enjoyment DO NOT BELONG ON the streets, 
roads, sidewalks, in-town trails, nor highways of The City of Kawartha Lakes. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Marilas McInnis 
 

 
From: Monica Bertrand-Jardine <  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 1:16 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Support of KATVA 
 
Hello. My name is Monica Bertrand-Jardine and I support KATVA and the use of ATV and SxS in 
finding a suitable route to connect south Lindsay to north Lindsay. 
 
Respectfully, 
Monica Bertrand-Jardine 
 

 
On Mar 15, 2021, at 12:11 PM, Susanne Atkins < > wrote: 

 Councillor Pat, 
 
     While initially reading this Route Proposal with horror and questions of mental health, I also admit 
I don’t know enough to decide how I feel about this possible plan.  Is there a list of pros & cons on 
the ORV side already prepared that you can direct me to? 
 
There are Q and A on the Kawartha Lakes ORV site. I’ll leave Carolyn to jump in and answer some 
of your questions. 
 
     Living on ……….. St, I can only guess at the impacts beyond increased traffic.  Some of my 
questions are: 
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 Are these vehicles under legislation like cars & trucks? (Licensed, maintenance, noise levels, 
safety equipment, etc) 

Yes. They are under many of the same regulations as other motor vehicles and additional ones 
specific to ORVs. They require Drivers Licences, Vehicle Licences, Safety Equipment, Insurance, 
Mufflers. They are allowed to travel no faster than 20km/h in areas with speed limits less then 
50km/h and 50km/h in areas with speed limits greater then 50km/h.  They are not allowed 
passengers less then 8 years of age. 
 

 Do they follow same driving regulations? (Both for vehicle and driver) 

Yes.  Experience has shown good compliance of operators in areas they are permitted. 
 

 How much increased traffic do you anticipate? 

I don’t know. I’ll ask Carolyn to try and make an educated guess. 
 

 Do you expect wear & tear on road surfaces to increase? (We just got our lovely new asphalt 
and street construction mostly finished) 

Public Works advises the is no appreciable damage to City infrastructure that can be attributed to the 
operation of ORVs. 
 

 How to police and fine those not following rules and driving aggressively, etc? 

Police operate under tight budget. They can and will respond to any issue depending on avail 
staffing. Experience shows that they will focus on a problem until it ceases to be a problem. 
 
     Colborne is already problematic with the school zone and drivers with interesting ideas of speed 
and what a yellow light means.  
 
Bad actors are bad actors and they need to be dealt with. Recently, Council reduced speed in all 
urban areas to 40/km/h. This new speed limit comes into effect when the signs are posted. Lindsay 
is scheduled to receive new signage in 2022.  
I have full confidence the Police will enforce the law  
 
So I also have concerns FOR the off road vehicles and how cars & trucks will respect them. 
 
Experience has shown that cars, trucks and ORVs can co-exist and have successfully done so in 
Fenelon Falls since 2007. 
 
     I’m all for allowing enjoyment of toys safely and obviously the Town would like to encourage 
visitors with these ORV’s to support business and reputation; it’s smart to think out of the box 
nowadays. 
     
Thank you, Susanne Atkins 
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From: Kozak Sold <  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 1:35 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Please Support the Municipal Road Openings and Route through Lindsay 
 
My wife and I are in our mid 40's, almost empty nesters and we have lived in Lindsay just 2 blocks 
from the rail trail for the last 26 years.  We enjoy our time together on the trails, sometimes its a ride 
to Fenelon for ice cream, the Farmer's Market or lunch in Kinmount but it always starts and finishes 
by loading up and driving to or from Ken Reid.   My brothers live in Fenelon Falls and we ride 
together often but never in the southern end of the Kawartha's it is just impossible to navigate.  So 
our lunch and dinners are always in Fenelon or Kinmount (in the north) because they are ATV 
friendly.  We have read the rules and recommendations and are over the moon excited at the 
possibility of having the privilege of using municipal roads and a route through Lindsay.  It would 
mean much greater access for us as residents and the ability to spend our longer trips riding here at 
home instead of out of the area.  This past season because of covid we missed out on two week 
long trail adventures (Thessalon Ontario and one along the Gaspe Coast).  Most couples would 
budget about $3000 a week for hotels, food and gas on a trip like this.  I have never understood why 
we have to leave our beautiful area to spend our dollars in other towns. By opening us up more 
money can stay right here and we can fully enjoy all that The Kawartha Lakes has to offer.  We are 
very proud of our community, it would be wonderful to share more of it with our ATV friends and 
support our local business too. 
 
We sincerely hope that they open and we have a route through Lindsay. 
John and Kathy Kozak 
 

 
On Mar 15, 2021, at 1:22 PM, Todd Teel <> wrote: 
 
I (Todd Teel) was speaking to Mr. Dunn this afternoon , Monday March 15th.  It was about the 
proposals to allow ATVs and Side x Sides to travel through town to the VRTC.  I agree whole 
heartedly. As an ATV owner and enthusiast it would be nice to travel from my house to Logie Street 
and continue either way to the trail (VRTC) . I do recommend access to Kent Street as well as this 
would lead to an increase in tourist dollars being spent here. Many shops and restaurants downtown 
and uptown could benefit.  Even the Country Market could see an uptick in business.  
  
COVID has hit us all hard !! Lets get together and do everything we can to enhance and speed up 
our recovery. 
 
That You 
 
Todd 
 

 
From:   
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 1:49 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Lindsay routes 
 
Hi 
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My name is Carol. I am in my 70's, a retired Educational Assistant. I go riding with a friend that is in 
her 50's. We try to go out at least a couple of times a week, when she is not working, or on the 
weekends. We really enjoy the trails, seeing turtles and other wild life. The people we meet along the 
way always say hi or have a good ride and we are always respectful of others on the trails. I happen 
to live south of Lindsay and when we meet the trails end at Logie St. that is it. We turn around and 
come back. If we could connect up with other trails north of the city I would stay out all day. I have 
had the opportunity to go from Ken Reid Park up to Fenelon Falls where we stopped for gas and had 
lunch. We spent close to $50 each. Which is great considering the sites you get to see and the 
people you meet. I don't own a trailer, so my friend trailered her ATV up first then mine which is time 
consuming.  
We are vey aware of the rules of the road and want to be safe when we are out there. We are riding 
a licensed vehicle and respect those rules set out for all drivers, be it a car, bicycle or ATV.  
I hope you will consider opening more roads so we can connect and enjoy the more Northern parts 
of this wonderful area. 
Thank you 

Carol 
 

 
From: Craig Sutton <  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 1:53 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Atv’s able to use roads in CKL 
 
This needs to happen, open the roads to atvs.... 
Craig Sutton 
 

 
From: KAREN LONG <  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 2:16 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Open roads to SxS 
 
Hello I am writing  to say my wife and I  
Would like to see the roads open for SxS use we are retired and it is a great safe way for us to move 
around the area  
 
Darin karen long  Little Britain  
 

 
 
 
From: David Poyner <  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 2:19 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Road access for atvs 
 
Hi, I applaud the movement for road access for atvs.  I have spent the last two years up in the 
kawarthas nearly every weekend enjoying the atv trails.  A spinoff from this is I have introduced my 
son and coworkers to the activity and the region.  In doing so I have supported many businesses in 
Kinmount, Bobcaygeon, Fenolon Falls, Lindsay, and other locales by purchasing gas, food (Tim’s, 
That place Cameron on the lake, Sobeys, the little pie place, Winners, Canadian tire, Fat Bastard 
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Burrito, live theatre on Kent St., Smittys (?), Habitat for humanity resale store, Fish n Chip place 
(Kinmount +++), the pig and poke? (Fenelon Falls), Texas Burger ++++ (Fenelon Falls), Subway, Ice 
Cream place - Fenelon Falls, Breakfast Buffett place opposite Esso on 35, and many other 
businesses I can’t think of the name of.  Me and my wife frequently scan for houses in the area to 
potentially retire in because of the + experiences of the region.  I can only hope you take into 
account the economic spin-offs of the leisure activity in formulating a plan that allows for road/trail 
access and accompanying plans to dissuade any bad apples.  Thanks in advance,  Dave Poyner 
 

 
From: Shannon Smith <  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 2:50 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject:  
 
I want to first thank you for serving our community in this way. My name is Jim Smith I own my home 
just outside of Cameron in the city of kawartha Lakes. I would like to support the city of kawartha 
lakes opening up more roads for trail access and connection. I currently have four atvs licenced 
insured and with KATVA permits. My wife,  kids and I enjoy utilizing our trails and current road 
connections. I have purchased each atv locally supporting jobs, I purchase gas food in towns along 
the trail and love supporting our amazing community. My 74 year old father and I also spend alot of 
quality time together atving. This help him get out use muscles and enjoying the fresh air. I have 
been atving with the Kawartha atv club for over 10 years and I think I have as well as the rest of our 
club have demonstrated responsible and safe atving is possible to continue and expand in my 
community.  
 
Thank you for your time.  
 
Jim Smith 
Cameron Ontario 
 

 
From: Denise Chartier <  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 3:35 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Opening roads to ATV/SxS in CKL 
 
Dear Task Force Members, 
 
I have been following with interest the issue of opening rural roads to gain access to trails and the 
specific route through Lindsay as well as roads in Bobcaygeon with exceptions. 
 
We are retired now having lived, worked and played in Fenelon Falls for over 35 years. We moved 
here for Toronto and have enjoyed the playing part of our life here, first snowmobiling, boating and 
now ATVing. After seeing and enjoying many of the trails by snowmobile over the years we thought it 
was time to enjoy the area during a much longer season so purchased an ATV last year. Being new 
to the sport I have apprised myself of all the rules, regulations and trail locations as set out by the 
City and KATVA in order to be a well-informed ATVer. 
 
I'm all for opening rural roads as other towns and villages in Ontario have.  It can only benefit the 
businesses in the service, food and accommodation industry through rider patronage.  I amazed at 
the number of friendly ATV riders I pass or stop to talk about their adventures at trail junctions.  
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Granting access to the roads that the ORV Task Force has laid out in their recommendation will 
address the disconnect in Lindsay and will also allow much needed access to Bobcaygeon. This is a 
very very popular sport for all ages and needs to be supported by Council. 
 
Here's to another great season of ATVing in 2021. 
 
Yours truly, 
Denise Chartier 
Fenelon Falls 
 

 
From: B Boop <  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 4:30 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Pro ATV 
 
To whom it concerns. 
(all of us) 
My nane is Bruce Hennings 
I am from the Shelberne area. 
I am an ATVer and enjoy this  recreation . 
There is a small group of us that will go out riding to enjoy the great sites of the trails. 
We're not hot rodders or mud pros. 
Just riders. 
It is relaxing to be out with freinds. Meeting new fellow riders with the same interest as myself. 
Some of us take cameras along for the special moments when we site some critters or interest 
plants. Birds are great to view as well. The water ways are spectactalor . 
We are the type" to stop and smell the roses". As they would say. 
My brother and friends and they're families, have been out riding many years before I started. 
I have been riding now for 12 years. 
My daughter, her husband and now her kids are planning there days on the trails. 
Sometimes we have spent the night here, to enjoy another day of breath taking, heart warming sites  
I believe the Kawartha Haliburton Lindsey Peterbourgh and lots of areas around ,have many special 
places to see and explore. 
This is not just on the trails. 
In the villages, hamlets, towns. 
They have unique shops ,places to eat ,fuel etc... 
Places to stay the night are included. 
I do truly believe there are many dollars brought up to these areas to help the economy. 
The volenteers of the clubs spend alot of time looking after the trailes. Patrolling these same trails 
keeping the trails safe and clean. 
Yes the hard work that goes onto these  gateways for ATVers and Side-by-side is to many to count. 
 
By the way Thank you to the club volontiers, for the pleasures we enjoy. 
 
Hikers and bikers horse riders as well enjoy these pleasures. 
The number of recreationers is many,whom enjoy the wealth of beauty of the areas. 
The more trails the more to see and experience in these location. 
 
Many wonderful memories are made up here. 
Dreaming of the next trip. 
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Pictures to be taken. 
Fun Fun Fun ! 
 
Please find it in your hearts to let these groups of outdoor folks to take in the beauty of Lindsey trails 
and shops of the area. 
Yours truly 
Bruce Hennings. 
 

 
From: Peter Jones <  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 5:28 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Consultation 
 
Hi 
 
I am a resident of Lindsay and own property near Norland also. I am a member of the KATVA and 
am in support of allowing ATV's to utilize the streets of Lindsay as well as municipal roads to access 
the trails. From my property in Norland I can access the trail system. From my property in Lindsay I 
cannot. In Lindsay I legally have to trailer my ATV a block in order to be at a legal access point. Then 
I can travel to my property via Fenelon. 
 
I am a person with a disability. A few years ago I suffered spinal and nerve damage. Unfortunately 
walking and hiking are no longer a viable option for me to enjoy our great communities. Utilizing a 
motorcycle or ATV allows me this freedom. But being unable to simply jump on my ATV and hit the 
trails is difficult on me. Loading and unloading is a chore. I believe in supporting local communities 
and allowing access across the City would be beneficial to the small businesses needing our 
support. 
 
I have found local ATV users to be responsible as a whole. KATVA has done a great job policing our 
trails. They have also done a great job in trail maintenance which benefits all users. I have also seen 
ATVers respect the other users. 
 
Living on the proposed route – xxxxxxxxxxxxxx - I have no concerns regarding the noise or safety of 
these machines. Work trucks and equipment are a lot more of an issue. Many cars, snowmobiles 
and motorcycles are a lot louder than ATV's which are regulated to stock exhaust. 
 
The local communities who have ATV users support them - like Fenelon and Kinmount - have 
benefited financially from the users and I personally have received no negative feedback from any 
community member. 
 
Thank you for your due diligence in reviewing this issue. I believe that your support of ATV use will 
be a benefit to our communities. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Peter Jones 
 

 
On Mar 15, 2021, at 6:44 PM, Ann Duncan < > wrote: 
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Hi Pat Dunn,  
Ann Duncan here...  
I totally disagree to having ATVs on Lindsay streets. 
Safety is first and foremost, and these recreational vehicles are meant for trails and off road, -not on 
city streets.  Police have already enough to look after...  with the addition of these vehicles there will 
be problems.  
Folks walking,- with their children and pets on the trails, are already disturbed with skidoos, 
motorbikes, and ATVs that race, kick up dirt, make excessive noise and pollute the air with exhaust 
fumes, having no sense of regard for walkers on the trail. I can not imagine what traffic violations, 
and lack of concern for others, these drivers will have on the city roads.  
Logie Street is already a very busy, and more traffic especially accommodating ATV vehicles will 
make the Logie and other streets,- an accident waiting to happen! 
I urge you, and the members of the task force for off Road Vehicles to vote against this proposal. 
Thank you for listening.  
I do commend CKL for Logie Park. This is the type of improvement CKL should concentrate on. 
Safe, family oriented decisions, not ATV road and street access that go against the road and street 
laws of Ontario. 
Ann Duncan 
 

 
From: Chris Peterson <  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 8:32 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Trail opening 
 
Evening, 
I fully support opening the trails across kawartha lakes to allow atvs and sxs to travel from south to 
north. 
This is a huge financial gain for the city as it would bring in more people to the area.  
On top increasing more jobs for the area to accommodate the additional people, and the money they 
will spend here. 
On top of that it would a year round initiative as it would allow snowmobiliers access to the northern 
part of the city and onwards.  
Look at other towns and communities that have allowed this, and the benefits they are seeing from it.  
 

 
On Mar 15, 2021, at 10:10 PM, Marian Sweetnam < > wrote: 
 
The committee needs to do more work on this report.  Reports on both motorized and non motorized 
activities need to be to be dealt with separately and together. 
 
No information was reported in regards to  the anticipated number of ATV’s expected on Lindsay 
roads and neighborhoods this upcoming season and in the years to come.  This information would 
be helpful in planning.   ORV  president stated that their membership is up  25%.          
 
Congestion is already present at the intersections recommended in the report. Along with road 
construction and four new subdivisions being built in the north west of Lindsay, off Angeline St.N.  
congestion will get worse.   Road construction on Colborne and Angeline, installation of traffic lights, 
at Logie and Lindsay St,  and congestion on the Wellington St. bridge could become unpleasant for 
many drivers. Subdivision plans usually allow for two cars per household. The impact of hundreds of 
more cars locally and  thisis along with ATV traffic could be a problem.                             
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Research from the committee tried to show the  impact that  ATV’s will have on the economy of the 
community.   To make an economic impact on the community there would need to be a lot of ATV 
traffic.  The committee must have research on this information..   
  
Many municipalities have concerns about the dangers of ORV’s and pedestrians on the same trail. 
We are not a small town anymore.  We have beautiful walking non motorized trails, from town to a 
conservation area.  BC doctors are writing out prescriptions  to patients encouraging them to get 
outdoors and enjoy the beauty of nature.  We have just what the doctor ordered . 
  
A suggestion I have to help the ATV population is for them to think ahead,  Lindsay population is 
increasing by the thousands.  ATVs south of town could head south to the Lake Ontario corridor.  To  
come north they can trailer their ATV’s to the area where they would like to go.  LIndsay is becoming 
too populated  and congested to accommodate you.  The north is where you should go ,  Enjoy.  
 

 
From:  
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 8:34 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Opening roads for ATVs 
 
Hi, I have been an ATV rider in the area for the past 10 years. While I live in Lakefield, I trailer my 
ATV to various access points for the trails. I support opening the roads up to ATVs and would use 
them when riding to get to restaurants for lunch or dinne4 depending on the time to to get gas when 
needed..I know many, many riders who would do the same. Also lots of friends from out of the area, 
who would like to stay at a hotel in Lindsay and ride to the trails from there. I really think Kawartha 
Lakes is missing out on a real opportunity for extra business... 
 
Gary Charlton, Lindsay, Ontario 
 

 
From: Chris Welling <  
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 8:46 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: I Support Opening Roads in the City of Kawartha Lakes to ATVs and SxS 
 
Good Day, 
 
I am semi retired and reside seasonally in the area and support opening roads to ATVs and SxSs. 
 
Chris Welling 
 

 
On Mar 16, 2021, at 9:48 AM, wrote: 

 Hello Mr.Dunn. 
 
I hope this message finds you safe and we'll. As an avid user of hikeing trails around the area 
including the legacy Trail area.  The proposal for allowing atv's to use the legacy Trail in my opinion 
is good idea and also see and reconize the challenges so may feel could happen.  
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There are many town east of Peterborough that allow ATV use on town streets and municipal roads 
to allow connections to the trail system. These riders are bringing much needed tourism money and 
supporting local small business. With proper planing and education this idea is a win for everyone. 
Thank you for your time.  
Regards  
John Rothernel  Norwood Ont.  
 

 
From: Marshall Rogers <  
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 10:11 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Opening up roads to orv's in kawartha lakes 
 
Good morning, I am writhing this email as I may not be able to attend the upcoming meeting on the 
19th. I wanted to voice my opinion on this topic, I am in favor of opening up more road access for 
orv's in kawartha lakes. I believe both the towns and people of the kawarthas would greatly benefit 
buy doing so. 
The economic benefits from going this route have been seen all over the province, it's good for small 
business and small towns. It let's our families enjoy an activity outdoors in our wonderful 
communities and it can provide a much needed positive activity for youth. Understandably there is 
some opposition for various reasons, noise, traffic laws, trespassing to name a few. All these issues 
are already governed under various laws. There will always be people who break the rules but buy 
far the vast majority of the orv community are law abiding and curtious many of whom reside in the 
area they are using for these activities. It is my opinion that the benefits far outway any possible 
drawbacks.  
These proposed changes would allow myself and many others in pontypool to access our wonderful 
trail network straight from our homes and without the sometimes impractical extra investment of a 
trailer.  
I hope you consider my opinions and I am thankful for your time.  
 
Kind regards  Marshall Rogers 
 

 
From: Garnet Brydon <  
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 10:23 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: I Support “Trial” ORV Access 
 
ATTENTION ORV TASK FORCE, 
 
As a walker and cyclist, of all trails in and around Lindsay, I support a sensible solution to ATVs 
getting from the south leg of the Victoria Rail Trail to the north leg and vice-versa. KATVA promotes 
safe, family-friendly ATV use and their efforts to find workable, practical compromises and solutions 
should not be minimized. The group attracts “visitors-ATV tourists” to our market and contributes 
significantly to the trail itself. (I own neither an ATV or snowmobile.) A common sense solution 
makes sense and should be given fair opportunity to succeed. 
 
Additionally, I have walked, run and biked the Victoria Rail Trail (north and south sections) numerous 
times. I have encountered mostly respectful trail users in my travels over many years. Occasionally, I 
have encountered dog walkers who don’t have their dog on a leash or who don’t clean up their dog’s 
mess, cyclists who fail to ring their bell to alert me of their presence as they approach fast from 
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behind, horseback riders who don’t clean up after their horse, and ATV or motorcycle riders who 
don’t stop at the side of the trail to allow me to pass. Disrespect comes from a small group of 
individuals comprised of every trail user group. With respect to ATV users needing a connecting 
north-south route around Lindsay (way to deter possible use of the Rotary Trail and the paved 
section of the VRT), it’s apparent to me that makes common sense as the paved trails through 
Lindsay are limited to non-motorized use.  
 
It’s unreasonable to give non-motorized users access to these in-town sections of trail, while 
excluding motorized users and not offering practical alternative routes that are off trail. All comittee 
members should be comitted to fairness. 
 

 
From: Denis Antunes <  
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 11:45 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ORV Task Force feedback 
 
Good morning.  I wanted to offer my support and view points prior to the next ORV Task Force public 
meeting on March 19, 2021. 
 
This has certainly been a challenging year not just for the issues that are visible and top of mind day-
to-day, but also for issues that are not as visible and apparent.  Many people have been looking for 
ways to cope with depression, anxiety, mental health as well as new and innovative ways to keep 
family members engaged, distracted and entertained despite many of the gathering and other 
restrictions that have been imposed. 
 
Despite all the doom and gloom news we hear every day, I wanted to share with you a positive 
success story of how our family has been coping; Like so many other families this year, we took to 
and spent much more time at our cottage.  One of the highlights over the summer was to purchase 
ATVs and dirt bikes for the family and explore the Kawartha’s.  We, like so many other families have 
found this to be our escape and happy place.  With the tools, maps and partnerships that KATVA 
have in place, we have been able to explore so much of our beautiful area, visit local attractions, and 
support local businesses. We have joined a truly spectacular community of environmentally 
conscience like-minded folks who are passionate about our beautiful region. 
 
It is for this reason that I support opportunities to support the safe use of off road vehicles on 
municipal roads. I represent my family and many friends that I have made throughout this year by 
visiting your and surrounding townships and I respectfully ask you to think about me, and my 
family.    
 
You undoubtedly have pressures from community members who do not see the value this brings.  In 
a time where people are looking to stimulate the economy in the areas they live and/or have 
seasonal properties, I cannot think of any negative repercussions for those who are seeking to have 
this Bill passed. 
 
Thank you for listening and your consideration in this matter. 
 
Best regards, 
Denis Antunes & family 
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On Mar 16, 2021, at 11:22 AM, Doug < > wrote: 

  
OFF ROAD VEHICLE TASK FORCE INPUT 

… for meeting Friday, March 19, 2021 
  
Absolutely not! Do not allow ATV’s on any Lindsay streets! 
  

1. Operating ATV’s should not be allowed within the city boundaries for reasons of safety, 

noise and increased congestion. 

2. Logie Street is already a cross town thoroughfare for cars to forge the Scugog River. We 

see it is already listed on the Green Trails Alliance website for trail use on Logie from 

Dobson corner to the new park on Logie, and from Lindsay St./Logie across the Scugog 

River bridge on Lindsay St. 

3. Logie Street already sees speeders on a regular basis. 

4. Logie Street at Lindsay Street is already congested to the point traffic lights are needed. 

5. There are safety concerns around the new park crossing Logie Street for pedestrians 

including small children and pets on leashes. 

6. Logie and Dobson crossing is already a safety concern for pedestrians walking the 

riverside trail to the locks. A ‘point to cross’ or ‘pedestrian light crosswalk’ may be 

needed in the future as it is with the current and future traffic volume. 

7. An ATV driver having just left a gravel trail will likely increase their speed on a smooth 

surface and a straight wide open street. There are already speeders on the trail system 

surrounding Lindsay travelling at 60+ km. 

8. Traffic counts on all of these streets need to be considered moving forward, discounting 

adding ATV’s. Congestion is a very major concern. New traffic lights should be underway 

ASAP especially at Logie Street and Lindsay Street. Logie Street, Lindsay Street, 

Wellington Bridge area, Colborne and Angeline currently have high traffic volumes. 

9. NOISE from any one ATV, let alone a continual race track noise from many ATV’s 

enroute   can be irritating, unnerving, and distracting. Imagine the noise volume of a 

gasoline chainsaw under your window or many of these continually passing by your 

house. 

We understand this request from the ATVer’s viewpoint in long distance trail travel getting across the 
water in the Lindsay area. However, they have managed to adapt to these issues, and will need to 
continue to avoid this area. Their presence is not welcome due to the concerns listed above of 
safety, noise and congestion. 
Imagine being a homeowner on King, Queen, Logie, Lindsay St., Wellington, Victoria, Colborne, 
Angeline and Thunder Bridge Road or any other street in town. The safety? The noise? The racing? 
The congestion? The plummeting real estate values?   No way!  
  
Please vote to block ATV’s from ALL Lindsay streets. 
  
Thank you, 
Doug Johns and Susan Elliott-Johns 
 

 
From: Brianne Harrison  
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 12:06 PM 
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To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ORV call 
 
Susanne Smith called in to express her concern about ORV use on the roads and within the town of 
Lindsay especially.  
She is concerned about the noise and the air pollution and feels that it’s a breach of public care 
having ORV’s use residential roads.  
 

 
From: Marilyn <  
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 12:13 PM 
To: Patrick O'Reilly <poreilly@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Cc: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: letter submission for off road vehicles on municipal roads within Kawartha Lakes.  
                                                                                                                                                                
                  March 16, 2021 
Greetings Pat 
               

We are contacting you today with regards to the current issue on hand, Off Road Vehicles 
and the municipalities roads.  First off we want to let you know we are strong supporters of this, not 
only because we are owners, but we are looking at how this is well overdue to have connection of 
our trail system.  We are going to cover several issues in this letter to you today and we are sorry but 
it may be of some length but it has to be voiced.  We understand we have a lot of ANTI users & 
groups not supporting this option.  But we are asking that you take into consideration the importance 
of this issue.   
               

The ANTI users are concerned about SAFETY, HEALTH, NOISE as well as 
ENVIRONMENTAL impact/issues.  So lets take a look at these concerns. 

Safety:  there is several safety issues in anything a person does today.  Whether it is an 
ORV(ATV or snowmobile), a vehicle of any type, walking, hiking, bicycling, horseback riding 
etc.  The safety issues are going to be present.  Our ANTI user groups are only focused on the 
statics of ORV’s(which is more than just an ATV) and not their own statics.  Every activity has a 
safety factor and it’s up to the person(s) to know and be aware of their surrounds and know their 
risks.   

Health: how is there a health risk with ORV’s?  There is minimal to none.  ORV’s give a sense 
of enjoyment to the outdoors and exercise.  Yes you get exercise from riding and ATV. 

Noise:  the ANTI users are concerned about the noise factor.  In all reality how much more 
noise will an ORV make compared to some vehicles driving down the streets with modified exhaust 
systems.  The same goes for motorcycles, especially Harley’s.  ORV’s will not a any more of a noise 
issue than most vehicles on our road ways. 

Environmental:  we see no environment issues with ORV’s on road ways.  The weight 
different between an ORV, a vehicle, a tractor and any other piece of machinery are quite 
different.  An ORV is significantly less in weight compared to the others we have listed.  Look at how 
well Fenelon Falls has done with ORV’s travelling on their roads.  Very little impact to traffic 
congestion.   
               

The ANTI user groups are also NOT THINKING of the of people with DISABILITIES!  How are 
they suppose to enjoy our trail system?  You know very well Raymond was an avid ATVer and his 
only form of use for the trail system was using his ATV.  So in our opinion our council also needs to 
take this into consideration when it comes to having connectivity within our city.  People with 
disabilities have the right to enjoy our trail system as well as everyone else using them.   
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Having connecting trail heads is a major subject within our city and it’s time we get one in 
place.  As you know many years ago Lindsay was marked as “CLOSED FOR BUSINESS” to 
snowmobiles when the connecting link was taken away.  This was seen across the province and in 
our opinions is not good for business in our town.  With no access to food and fuel it hurt the tourism 
within our town.  If the city does not want to help support this option for ORV’s, again we can see this 
being put to print in ATV magazines and will hurt the tourism industry or is this what our city council 
wants?  There are many municipalities and townships around our area that have opened up road 
access to ORV’s and we are sure it has helped the economical economy within those areas.  

  
Recreational vehicles have been a part of this community for many years, even before our 

time and they are only growing more each day.  With well over half a million ORV’s sold the industry 
is still growing.   The KATVA has put thousands of dollars into our trail systems and are only trying to 
make it more accessible for all members.  In our opinions it seems the ANTI users are trying to take 
away access and use of our trail system for themselves.  Seems a bit unfair as mentioned above the 
KATVA has been putting thousands of dollars into the trail system for ALL USERS!  We ATVer’s pay 
to use this trail and in fairness I see no payment fees for other users accept the snowmobilers.  We 
also pay to license and insure our ATV’s, no different than our own personal vehicles that we drive 
on road ways.   

 
We are asking that you please give us your support in opening roads and links to our trail 

heads within the COKL’s 
 
Sincerely   Marilyn & Jason Lockwood                   Ward 7  
 

 
From: Paul O'Connell <  
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 12:25 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: atv/orv trails 
 
We are a couple in our 70's who love riding our atvs and sxs. As we have difficulty in walking very 
far, this gives us a great activity to meet people. 
We love the south trail but it is a short ride and would love to have it open up to go across town and 
meet up with the north trail. It would open Lindsay up for tourism the same as Fenelon Falls as it 
draws a lot of recreational atvs and sxs not counting cottagers. 
Thank you   Paul and Sharon 
 

 
On Mar 16, 2021, at 12:20 PM, Joanne and Brian Hough < > wrote: 
 
 I have several concerns about the possibly access to be given to streets in Lindsay.  
  
This is a family activity in many cases. I am concerned about children being passengers on such 
vehicles.  
The safety stats on injuries of children on ATV’s  indicate the serious injuries and deaths that occur 
when children are passengers and thrown or pinned under an ATV. Just google Hospital for Sick 
Kids!  
All-terrain vehicle and bicycle crashes in children: epidemiology and comparison of injury 
severity.Brown RL, Koepplinger ME, Mehlman CT, Gittelman M, Garcia VF.J Pediatr Surg. 2002 
Mar;37(3):375-80. doi: 10.1053/jpsu.2002.30826.PMID: 11877651 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/11877651/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/11877651/
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All-terrain vehicle fatalities on paved roads, unpaved roads, and off-road: Evidence for informed 
roadway safety warnings and legislation. 
Denning GM, Jennissen CA.Traffic Inj Prev. 2016 May 18;17(4):406-12. doi: 
10.1080/15389588.2015.1057280. Epub 2015 Jun 11.MID: 26065484 
 
Almost 75% of the total number of ATV accidents and injuries result in debilitating spinal cord and 
brain injuries.  
 "Most of the ATV injuries and accidents today take place on roads or highways. This is sad because 
these four wheelers are not designed to be driven on roadways although they have occasionally 
found their way there” www.motoshark.com  
 
I will attend the meeting on Friday and would like the committee to address these issues. 
  
Joanne Hough 
 

 
 
 
From: Marian Sweetnam <  
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 1:00 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Trails. ORV Trails through Lindsay 
 
To all members of the  ORV Task Force and Council.                            March 16 2021 
 
The  ORV committee needs to do more research on this report.  Reports on both  motorized and non 
motorized  activities need to be dealt with  separately and together.                             
The predicted  number of ATV’s coming  through Lindsay has not been mentioned but the 
association did say they  had 25% increase in membership.  It was also said  that the venture will 
have a positive  economic  impact on the community.  Their research on this matter should indicate 
the number of members they anticipate coming.In order for the economy to be impacted . 
 
The recommended ATV road routes through town require more research.  Traffic congestion is 
already a problem at all the intersections mentioned.   
 
Traffic lights at Logie and Lindsay St. S   have been on the drawing board for years..  When this 
happens there will probably be even more traffic on Logie.  The new playground  could also increase 
the traffic congestion.  The Wellington street  bridge  could see more congestion.  The proposed 
route along Colborne to  Angeline  could be a problem, as there are plans for reconstruction of the 
intersection in the near future.     
The proposed   route up Angeline will meet with the construction of  three more subdivisions , a 
profound increase in  people and hundreds  more cars and traffic congestion during and after the 
construction,   It appears the town of Lindsay is under going a growth spurt.  
 
The ATV association  needs  consider the needs of the Lindsay population .  We are all experiencing 
change .  Lindsay’s population is changing by the thousands and our main streets are jammed with 
traffic. . Perhaps your organization could look at the trails to the south along the lakeshore corridor 
east and west or look  north to the rural trails of Northern Ontario, Fenelon Falls and Bobcageon .  
They apparently are keen to welcome ATV’s. 
 

 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26065484/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26065484/
http://www.motosharke.com/
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From: Vance, Mark <  
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 2:54 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ORV task force  
 
Hi, my name is Mark Vance and I have a property outside of Bobcaygeon. We are a young family 
and enjoy any and all outdoor activities. 
A new activity to my family, which we just started with last year was taking advantage of the local 
ATV and SxS trails. What a great time and my youngest daughter really enjoyed it. As a parent is 
sure great to see your kids enjoying an outdoor activity! 
We were fortunate enough to also bring a bunch of our friends up to our cottage in the fall to enjoy 
the trails. Our friends have been into quads a lot longer than us and I can tell you they found the trial 
in our area to be better than any they have ever ridden on!  
From my perspective this activity bring a lot of benefits to the local community and the economy. 
From restaurants and gas stations to the local dealers for service and parts.  Everyone that come to 
the area to enjoy our trails inevitably ends up spending money here. 
I have read the rules and recommendations and we are prepared to follow them in exchange for the 
privilege of being able to ride our ATV’s or SxS’s on municipal roads.   
Please use this email as support from me, my family and friends in support of any and all 
improvements that can be made to making ATV and SxS  activities more accessible. 
Looking forward to some positive improvements! 
Thx, Mark Vance 
 

 
From: Brian Gerry <  
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 3:19 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Please add this note to the correspondence to the taskforce , with respect to public input. 
 
To the Committee for Off Road Vehicle use, City of Kawartha Lakes  

Kindly add my observations to your deliberations. 

Regarding the March 2021 recommended  ORV routes through the core of Lindsay: 

I have thought about urban growth in Lindsay and health and safety hazards for ORV operators and 
the general public.  I don’t think the  recommended street routes, in the growing  high population / 
traffic density urban  core of Lindsay make sense.  I think all involved  (any vehicle driver and any 
member of the public ) would experience heightened health and safety  risks if these were 
permitted.    

The current mix on our streets of cars, trucks, emergency  and municipal vehicles of any type, 
scooters, cyclists, children, seniors ,others already result in avoidable accidents.   It makes no sense 
to add yet a recreational off road vehicle motorist to that mix.   ( simply, Streets will be busier in the 
future with the hazards we already accept  ). 

In some  Ontario low population density  municipalities ORV operators  have been  granted road or 
street travel permission.  However,  I submit Lindsay is not that sort of environment.  With the 
passage of time Lindsay  has become a growing  city center. Won't it become even more so?  I  do 
not think it is appropriate to have off road vehicle routes through the core. 

For the reasons given above,  I suspect, in time,  even  the limited access for off road vehicles 
granted by bylaw  will not be sustainable as the community grows. 
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Most Off road vehicles were bought for off road purposes.    Why not figure out  a  safe route 
circumnavigating the urban streets of Lindsay for this traffic ?   

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.    

Brian Gerry  

 

 
From: William Archer <  
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 3:28 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject:  
 
I support  the opening of all rural roads as well as village roads through the town of Lindsay to 
connect the trails. 
 

 
From: Charlene Saltys <  
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 3:38 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: CKL 
 
To Whom it May Concern, 
 
Please be advised that we are in support of opening roads in the City of Kawartha Lakes to ATVs 
and SxS.  We feel this is long overdue. It will increase tourism and create more business. The 
majority of riders are law abiding and would benefit from this by not having to ride on private lands. 
 
Yours truly, 
Charlene Saltys  Lindsay, Ont  
 

 
From: garkwright <  
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 3:41 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Support of ORV proposal 
 
I am writing this email in support of the proposal put forth to open roads for trail access and to 
connect the trails in the Town of Lindsay from the North to South VRT.  I have lived in the City of 
Kawartha Lakes and the former Victoria County for my entire life and think that this is a wonderful 
proposal.  As an avid outdoorsman and and an avid ATV rider, I enjoy the rail trail in Fenelon Falls 
with my family walking, riding our bicycles as well as riding my ATV.  I personally put about 1500 
km's on my ATV last year, and all of those originated from me leaving my house in Fenelon Falls and 
riding to up to pick up the rail trail at the Garnet Graham Park when heading north and heading 
south, I follow the main street over to the Tim Horton's to pick up the trail at the Salvation Army.  In 
riding up to the trail, I travel up xxxxxxxxxxxxxx from my house.  In doing so, I travel respectfully 
through town at 30 km/hr.  I stop at the gas stations to get gas if needed and quite often stop at Tim 
Horton's for coffee.  My friends and I quite often have stopped on our ride home at one of the local 
restaurants in town for food if we have not stopped in Kinmount already for food.  The number of 
people who access the area trails are also looking for food and gas while they are here.  This is very 
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much like the snowmobilers in the winter who are looking for food and gas during their visits up here 
to ride the trails.   
I volunteer as a trail patrol for the KATVA and have educated people and riders about the 
importance of sharing the trail and being safe on the trail.  During my time, I have met riders from 
Windsor, Niagara Falls, Sarnia, Muskoka, Sudbury as well as many of our local City of Kawartha 
Lakes residents out enjoying our wonderful trail system and it would be truly amazing to see the trail 
connected from the south end of the Rail Trail right straight through to Haliburton.   
I look forward to the meeting on Friday and have joined to be able to ask questions during the 
meeting.   
 
Sincerely, Greg Arkwright 
 

 
From: colin murray <  
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 4:57 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: RE: March 17 
 
Hi Brianne. 
 
I do not wish to speak in the meeting at this time. But I do support the task force and hope that it 
opens up more trails and places to ride in Kawartha lakes. 
 
Thank you. 
Colin Murray 
 

 
From: Karen Ferguson   
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 5:12 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Re: orv task force 
 
Brianne,  I just watched the last meeting on zoom, and I agree that we need to address where to 
park in the downtown to access eg. Lamantia’s to pickup groceries/and even wine for dinner, plus to 
be able to have something to eat in the down core. I mean, our downtown is going to look amazing, 
why not show it off. 
 

 
On Mar 16, 2021, at 5:38 PM, Lee Staples <> wrote: 

Hello Mayor and Counsellor, 
 
I’m writing in regards to the Off Road Vehicle  task force. My wife and I enjoy the quiet living in the 
area of   just off Logie. We also like walks in the beautiful new park. The noise 
and added congestion of atv’s would not be welcomed in these areas. The trail that runs to the east 
of us at the end of Maquire St. Is well suited for ATVs amongst other trails in town.  
We had issues this past winter with snowmobiles driving through the parks damaging trees and the 
new lawns, the added AtVs would likely add to this.  
I’ve always enjoyed sledding and ATVs myself but have always travelled on the trail system or in the 
country, I would expect that our taxes allow us to appreciate the setting we paid for, not added noise 
and added traffic of off road vehicles.  
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Regards,  Lee Staples 
 

 
From: Briana Fitzpatrick <  
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 6:45 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Off road vehicle task force letter 
 
Hi there,  
 
I hope this message finds you well. This email is written to shine a light on the proposed access 
roads in the Kawarthas.  
 
We have a family property in the residential area of Fenelon Falls by the very populated Victoria Rail 
Trail. As it becomes increasingly busy with pedestrian traffic, cyclists and other activity-goers it only 
increases the risk of serious injury with more atvs sharing that same trail. Unfortunately there are 
many ATV users who disobey rules with excessive speed, noise and after-hours use. This puts any 
child, person and animal using the trail at a constant risk of getting seriously injured. It is our hope 
the city will promote more activity on the trail rather then discouraging people from its shared use 
with ATVs. If they do go ahead and allow for more ATVs we’d like you to consider a bypass in 
Fenelon Falls.  
 
Thank you for your time and understanding on this matter.  
 
Sincerely,   Briana F.  
 

 
From: Stuart Glover <  
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 7:10 PM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: open roads to orv 
 
As we all  know that the ORV sport is growing at an alarming rate. People and family's from all 
around the province are getting into the sport. 
\I feel that opening a route through the town of lindsay would help  create more revenue in the local 
markets and including fuel. 
I myself would spend easily up to $100. per trip riding the VRT . Now times that by thousand's of 
riders per day that would use the beautiful  
trails that we have. 
 
Thank you. 
 

 
From: Sheila Hetherington <  
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 7:36 PM 
To:  
Subject: Off Road Vehicle Task Force Resident Input 
 
To the ORV Task Force: 
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Off Road Vehicles have definitely increased in popularity over the past decade.  In the early years, 
there were between 5 and 10 ATVs per day going through the VRT in the  residential section of 
Fenelon Falls.  Times have changed and ATV camps like the Log Chateau have brought many more 
vehicles to our neighborhood and connecting the trails will bring even more. There are days where 
we will see close to 100 ATVs going through on a Saturday or Sunday, fewer during the week but 
during the summer, there is still a high volume.  This has significantly changed the tranquil 
atmosphere and spirit of the multiuse trail within the village and now provides more traffic on the trail, 
where pedestrians are supposed to be engaging in active transportation than on the roads. When 
one takes into consideration the noise, fumes and dust given off by the vehicles (noticed more by 
pedestrians than the ATV operators who are where helmets and dust covers over their faces), one 
wonders how we can honestly continue to attract people to our area through the City’s 
advertisements that encourage people to engage in active (I.e. exercise using one’s own power such 
as walking, running, biking) transportation.   
 
The ORV Task Force has a real opportunity to support the village’s ability to frame itself as 
promoting a quiet lifestyle that will attract retirees to inhabit the new adult community condos, one of 
which will be located directly adjacent to the VRT within the village.  Enforcement regarding speed 
and stop signs is an issue. If you take the advice of the consultants who were hired when the last 
Master Trail Plan was written, you should seriously consider diverting ORV traffic from the north line 
road to the Fenelon beach.  The side by sides are already required to follow the bypass and if the 
ATVs would be diverted, it would solve the safety concerns that the consultants had over having 
motorized vehicles and pedestrians and bikes sharing the same path.  They recommended it 10 
years ago when the activity was not as popular.  Today, that safety concern, along with the noise, 
fumes and dust have only increased.   
 
The provincial government has provided a solution to our safety concerns on the VRT within the high 
pedestrian area of the village.  I strongly encourage you to seize this opportunity.   
 
Regards, 
 
Sheila Hetherington  
 

 
From: Matt Bogner 
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 8:35 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Opening trails, a note of support 
 
Good morning, 
 
Just wanted to send a note your way and say I support opening up more access for off road vehicles 
in the Kawartha lakes area.  
 
I would most likely spend more time/money in your area if I was able to use my machine on any 
potential trails that could be opening up. 
 
Regards,  Matt Bogner 
 

 
From: John Bush  
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 9:13 AM 
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To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Public Meeting March 19, 2021 
 
Hello Brianne, 
 
My name is John Bush and I represent Environmental Action Bobcaygeon in the village of 
Bobcaygeon. I would like to register to speak at the public meeting scheduled for March 19th at 
10am. Attached is a letter we sent to the Mayor on March 2nd regarding the matter. Feel free to 
share that with Council and the Task Force. 
 
Please confirm, thank you, 
 
John 
 
Mayor A. Letham 
City of Kawartha Lakes 
180 Kent St., West 
Lindsay, Ontario 
K9V 2Y6 
 
 

Re: Off Road Vehicle Task Force Study 
 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
It has recently come to our attention that the City has appointed an Off-Road Vehicle Task Force to 
study the pros and cons of allowing Off Road Vehicles (ORV) on City streets in Lindsay and 
Bobcagyeon.  
 
Environmental Action Bobcaygeon (EAB) is a Not-for-Profit organization in Bobcaygeon that 
completed an Active Transportation Plan in 2016, and the plan was endorsed by City Council in 
2017. The purpose of this planning exercise was to develop safe walking and cycling routes/paths 
along City streets within the Village. Attached is a copy of a letter to City Council (October 25, 2019) 
that outlines the benefits of such a plan and our progress at that time in implementing the plan. 
 
Recently City Council approved an initiative to develop an Active Transportation Plan for the larger 
City of Kawartha Lakes. We understand this will likely take a year or two to complete. 
 
We appreciate the increase in ORV use for recreation in the Province but deciding whether or not to 
open some City streets to ORV’s we feel is premature.  We strongly recommend that the ATP study 
be completed before making any decision on whether or not to open City/Village streets in the City 
of Kawartha Lakes. 
 
Furthermore, it does not appear that there are any representatives from the hiking or cycling 
community on the Task Force. Including them would provide a more balanced view during 
discussions. 
 
The City also completed a Healthy Environment Plan in the last year or two and the idea of adding 
more gas-powered vehicles on City streets seems to be contrary to many of recommendations in 
that report. 
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The City of Kawartha Lakes has a large tourist population in the summer months, adding more gas-
powered vehicles on the streets seems to be the wrong direction to be heading in making our 
communities more attractive and healthy places to spend time in the downtown cores in particular.  
 
We ask that you circulate our comments to the appropriate staff and persons involved in the project. 
 
Thank you in advance for considering our viewpoint and suggestions. 
 
Respectfully summitted, 
 

                                                             
Richard Fedy, Co-President    John C. Bush, Co-President 
Environmental Action Bobcaygeon   Environmental Action Bobcaygeon 
 
(Sent by email) 
 
       c.c. R. Taylor, CAO 
 C. Marshall, Director of Development Services 

K. Seymour-Fagan, Councilor  
C. Shanks, Director of Community Services 
B. Steffler, Green Trails 

 

 
On Mar 17, 2021, at 9:06 AM, Kevin Frank < > wrote: 
  
 To Whom it May Concern, 
  
 I have recently learned that the Off Road Vehicle Task force has proposed two ATV routes across 
the city that include Logie Street. 
  
 As the owner of a home on  I wish to express my strong disapproval of these 
routes. Our street is already subject to snowmobilers nosily speeding across lawns at all hours of the 
day/night during the winter. I can tell you from personal experience that many of these snowmobilers  
DO NOT adhere to guidelines and rules for snowmobile trails, but simply follow the path of least 
resistance, even if that includes private property. Since ATV operators are some of the same people 
it is safe to assume that they will do the same.  
  
 I find it  hard to believe that the COKL is serially entertaining the idea of allowing ATVs to use city 
streets for their off roading hobby. They are numerous trails in our area where they can ride without 
disturbing traffic flow and residents. 
  
 Please do not allow these submitted proposals to be adopted. The taxpaying voters in Lindsay are 
closely watching what you do next. 
  
 Thank you for listening, 
  
 Kevin Frank 
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From: Nick Saltys <  
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 9:24 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject:  
 
My name is Nick Saltys and I fully support the opening of road ways for offroad vehicles ... I have 
personally enjoyed the trails for past 20 years and would enjoy spending time and money at local 
restaurants, fuel stations, & other business related to ATV's ... I live south of Lindsay on the rail trail 
and have no access to my fourwheeler acquaintance's in Fenelon Falls 
 

 
On Mar 17, 2021, at 10:32 AM, Doug Harper <> wrote: 

 There are many reasons why these vehicles should be kept off the streets of Lindsay. 
1st. The name of your task force tells the story Off Road Vehicles, manufactured and sold to be used 
of road. They do not have all the motor vehicle safety standards that cars and trucks must have to 
drive on the street. 
2nd. It will take extra police to enforce the proposed rules to let these machines use city streets.  ie. 
speed limit, destination seatbelt laws etc. Even the most law abiding citizen will circumvent the rules 
once and a wile. To think other wise is naive. 
3rd. Insurance will they be made to carry the same as a car or truck to drive on the same streets. 
4th. Are they willing to pay the same amount for a licence plate that I do for the privilege to drive on 
city streets also proof they have appropriate insurance to get one. 
5th. You are going down a slippery slope. What is to stop snowmobiles from asking for the same 
rights. Once you open the door you never know who will walk in. 
6th. Noise not all these machines are as quiet as you might think. People adapt them to make them 
sound cool. 
7th.  You I be leave will be opening the city to more unnecessary legal  cases. Even if you win a law 
suite you must still pay taxpayers money to defend the city.  
 
The people who bought and use these machines new they could not use them on the streets of 
Lindsay and I be leave  this is not the first time they have been turned down. 
I also be leave that this is a terrible time to bring this to council. We as citizens of lindsay are not 
organised like an  ATV or Snowmobile club who have assess to all there members E-mail addresses 
for communications. WE must rely on word of mouth and town meetings all of which are almost 
impossible during Covid. At the very least this subject should tabled to another time when all 
concerned parties can equally organize and state there positions. 
 
Thank You For Your Time And Consideration 
Doug Harper     
 

 
From: Conor Speirs <  
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 10:36 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca>; Doug Elmslie 
<delmslie@kawarthalakes.ca>; Andy Letham <aletham@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Off road vehicle task force letter 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to express my opinion on the upcoming discussion regarding approved 
ORV routes in the Kawarthas. 
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Having a residence in Fenelon falls which backs onto the Victoria Rail Trail, ORV's have increasingly 
become an issue over the years, especially between Garnet Graham Beach Park & Northline Rd 
which is a residential section of the trail. There has been a significant increase in ORV volume which 
has caused numerous incidents involving high speeds, excessive noise, dust as well as ORV's using 
the trail outside of the allowed times in the mornings and at night. Not only is this very disruptive but 
it also poses a serious safety concern to walkers, runners, cyclists, children, and pets who use this 
stretch of trail. I believe the municipality should be promoting a more active approach to 
transportation on the trail which is not only healthier but also beneficial to the environment. My 
concern is that if more roads in the Kawarthas are approved for ORV's to use, it will further increase 
ORV traffic volumes on this section of the Victoria Rail Trail. I would recommend that ORV's bypass 
this residential section of the trail in Fenelon Falls as they should not be allowed on it in the first 
place.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.  Conor Spiers 
 

 
From: Robert Marks   
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 11:08 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ORVs on public roads 
 
I could list about 20 reasons why OFF ROAD Vehicles should be kept OFF municipal roads, but 
suffice it to say they are designed and built to be driven on trails, not roads.  One look at their 
aggressive tire treads shows that, even without the warning on the machines and from the safety 
institutes that represent the various ORV manufacturers.  
 
When people buy an ORV, they do so knowing the current rules, namely that they are not allowed on 
the roads.  So why do they suddenly think that their GREEN PLATED machine that they only paid 
one registration fee for, unlike BLUE PLATED vehicle owners who pay a yearly fee to drive on the 
roads, have a "right" to be driven on public roads?    
 
It's like someone who lives on a lake without a marina buying a big boat then complaining the lake 
doesn't have a marina start lobbying the Cottagers Association to have one built.    
 
If ORVers want to get to a trailhead USE A TRAILER. 
 

 
From: peter walendzewicz <  
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 11:25 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: New rules 
 
We need more freedom to put fun back in our lives. There are always people who want to stop 
everthing. Our economy needs tourists and riders to spend money or they will go elsewhere 
 
 

 
From: Melanie Grant <  
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 11:32 AM 
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To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: ORVs on Kawartha Lakes Roads 
 
Hello 
 
I have friends who live on roads leading into the Ganaraska Forest which seems to be a big 
attraction to ATV riders using the VRT south of Lindsay.  I feel very sorry for them having to put up 
with the noise of ATVs, Side by Sides and dirt bikes (which will be next on the list to be allowed) 
going past at all hours of the day and night.   Their roads are just accidents waiting to happen. 
 
By the way, the Ganaraska Forest does not open to motorized vehicles, mountain bikers or 
horseback riders until May 1.   So why is a post like this from the Ganaraska Forest yesterday 
needed? 
 

 
 
People who can afford to buy a $20,000 recreational vehicle can surely pay $2,000 for a trailer to get 
their machine to where a trail starts! 
 
So my vote is NO to allowing ORVs on our roads. 
 

 
From: Matt Teper <  
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 11:39 AM 
To: ORVTaskForce <orvtaskforce@kawarthalakes.ca> 
Subject: Opening roads and trails  
 
Hi my name  is Matthew  Teper I am a resident  of kawartha lakes. I live in Manilla, I would love to 
see more streets  opened up to all off road vehicles. I live close  to the beaver river  wetlands trail 
and would like  to see that open up as well. Find it unfair  that snowmobiles can use it in the winter. 
As I am into the atv part of the sport. I also think that it's time for the city  of kawartha lakes  to open 
these trails. Off roading is a multi million dollar industry  and would bring a lot of 
money  into  kawartha.  So please open up after all Ontario  is yours to discover right.  
 
Thank you for  your time I hope this e letter  helps the cause. 
 

 
END OF CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED PRIOR TO 12:00pm on MARCH 17th, 2021 

 


