Kawartha

Council Report

Report Number: ED2024-013

Meeting Date: May 21, 2024
Title: Renewal of Ontario Green Screen Partnership
Description: Municipal partnership agreement with Ontario Creates’

Environmental program

Author and Title: Donna Goodwin, Economic Development Officer Arts &
Culture

Recommendations:

That Report ED2024-013, Renewal of Ontario Green Screen Partnership, be
received;

That Council renew participation as a member of the Ontario Green Screen Program;
and

That the Mayor and City Clerk be authorized to execute the Ontario Green Screen
Program Letter of Agreement with Ontario Creates.

Department Head:
Financial/Legal/HR/Other:

Chief Administrative Officer:
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Background:

The Economic Development Division has developed a Film + Television Production

Office.

At the

At the

This work was based on previous Council direction:
Council Meeting of January 28, 2021, Council adopted the following resolution:

CR2021-024
Moved By Councillor Seymour-Fagan
Seconded By Councillor Veale

That Report ED2021-003, Film Production and Processes, be received; and

That up to $40,000 be allocated from the Economic Development Reserve to
undertake a Film Production and Processes study with the intent of establishing a
municipal film office in Economic Development Division.

Carried
Council Meeting of January 25, 2022, Council adopted the following resolution:

CW2022-006
Moved by Deputy Mayor Richardson
Seconded by Councillor Elmslie

That Report ED2022-002, Film Production and Processes Feasibility
Findings, be received;

That Council endorse the findings of the Film Production and Process Study,
attached as Appendix A, in principle and direct staff to work to develop a Film
and Television Office in the Economic Development Division;

That Council send a Letter of Support for the South Eastern Ontario Production
Acceleration Fund to advocate for a Provincial Film Production Incentive Program
for southeastern Ontario municipalities; and

That these recommendations be brought forward to Council for consideration at
the next Regular Council Meeting.

Carried

At the April 19, 2022 meeting, Council also decided to become a municipal member of
the province’s Ontario Green Screen Program;
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CR2022-130
That Report ED2022-029, Ontario Green Screen Program, be received;

That Council approve participation as a member of the Ontario Green Screen
Program; and

That the Mayor and City Clerk be authorized to execute the Ontario Green
Screen Program Letter of Agreement with Ontario Creates attached as Appendix
B to Report ED2022-029.

Carried
and renewed its membership at the July 25, 2023, Council meeting through motion
CR2023-357

That Report ED2023-044, Renewal of Ontario Green Screen Partnership
Agreement, be received;

That Council renew participation as a member of the Ontario Green Screen
Program; and

That the Mayor and City Clerk be authorized to execute the Ontario Green
Screen Program Letter of Agreement with Ontario Creates attached as Appendix
A to Report ED2023-044.

Carried

Furthermore, Section 6.09 of By-Law 2016-009; A By-Law to Provide Authority
for the Execution of Certain Documents and Affix the Corporate Seal on
Behalf of the City of Kawartha Lakes:

6.09 A contract or agreement between levels of government, requires a Council
Report recommendation adopted by Council that approves the contract or
agreement and authorizes the Mayor and City Clerk to sign.

requires all recommended contracts or agreements between levels of government be
adopted by Council and authorizes the Mayor and City Clerk to sign on their behalf. The
Clerk’s Department has identified that Ontario Creates is a Provincial Agency of the
Government of Ontario, and is subject to Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act, the same as the Province, and not the Municipal Freedom of Information
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and Protection of Privacy Act. Therefore, Council needs to approve the agreement and
directs the Mayor and City Clerk to sign on its behalf.

This report addresses that direction.
Rationale:

In 2022, Council approved joining the Province’s Ontario Green Screen Program as a
non-voting member. The opportunity to include environmental film production industry
standards in the foundational elements of the City’s Film + Television Production Office
is advanced through the City’s participation in this program. The policies, programs,
supports and collaborative opportunities are a valuable resource to the City and will
help to further the implementation of key municipal strategies and programs. In
addition to the development of the Film office, this initiative aligns with other City
strategies.

As identified in the 2019 Healthy Environment Plan, the City has identified that it has a
key role to play in reducing climate risks and addressing GHG emissions by:

e Influencing change, through the local regulatory frameworks such as
assessments and approval processes, the use of surcharges and rebates,
integrating the strategies into existing plans and policies and the enforcement of
adaptive policies that address community climate impacts;

e Implementing the provincial Planning Act, and through adopting land use policies
that support climate mitigation and adaptation principles and result in long
lasting impacts to reducing emissions while creating safe and sustainable places
to live;

« Actively demonstrating leadership through action as a municipality to ensure
climate change considerations are integrated into service delivery and asset
management; and

e Playing a strong role in communicating with and providing opportunities for
residents and businesses to take part in collective action.

Participation on the Ontario Green Screen (OGS) Council ensures access to programs
and partnerships that support the integration of initiatives from the Healthy
Environment Plan are integrated into the new Film + Television Production Office. Staff
will have access to the latest environmental programs and supports which should help
the office to integrate strategic actions and long range planning tools to mitigate the
environmental impact of film production in the municipality and help reduce Green
House Gas emissions related to this industry.
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Partnering with this program has also provided additional opportunities for advertising
and marketing Kawartha Lakes as a municipality that aligns with the growing interest by
production companies to work where there are environmentally sound practices and
processes, reinforcing the fact that Kawartha Lakes is a great place to bring a
production.

As stated in the 2022-2025 Ontario Green Screen Strategic plan, the OGS Program,
facilitated by Ontario Creates, “is only possible through a strong collaboration between
Ontario Creates and industry and municipal partners. Collectively, the three sectors
have a shared responsibility to embrace and improve sustainable production practices.
While advancing these initiatives through their own organizations, industry and
municipalities recognize the importance of collaboration in accelerating this important
work. Film and television production takes place across the Province and OGS partners
represent many diverse aspects of the film and television production sector. The
success of OGS cannot be accomplished without the input, investment and innovation
of these industry champions representing producers, cast and crew (above and below
the line), studios, equipment suppliers, post-production and municipalities.”

In its first two years, OGS found its footing with an initial 18 members who guided its
direction. In 2022, an additional 12 partners from all segments of the industry,
culminated in 30 official partners for 2022-23. 2023-24 continued the focus of
developing resources, partnerships and recommendations for 2024 and beyond.

The voting structure has also changed so that all members have one vote with the fee
structure reflecting more the scope of practice: national, provincial or local deciding the
membership fee.

The OGS Partner Agreement is attached as Appendix A.

Other Alternatives Considered:

Alternatively, Council can receive the report for information but not endorse
participation in the program through the following Resolution.

That Council receive the report for information but no action is taken at this
time.

This is not recommended by Staff.
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Alignment to Strategic Priorities:

Participation in the Ontario Green Screen Program aligns with all four strategic priorities
within the 2024-2027 Kawartha Lakes Strategic Plan but most notably Priority 1:
Healthy Environment by increasing waste diversion and resource recovery

» Expand recycling programs to increase diversion rate
o Implement a Source Separated Organics program
« Enhance public education and partnerships to promote recycling and diversion

The development and execution of green Film + Television production initiatives will
also support the activities of Council and staff in cultivating an Exceptional Quality of
Life; A Vibrant and Growing Economy and demonstrate Good Government practices.

Financial/Operation Impacts:

The Ontario Green Screen Program membership cost of $2,500 is included in the 2024
Economic Development operating budget.

Collaboration with other Departments such as Public Works, Engineering and Corporate
Assets, and Building and Property Divisions will be encouraged to assist in strategic
implementation the Ontario Green Screen activities where deemed appropriate.

Consultations:

City Solicitor

Deputy Clerk

Manager, Economic Development
Ontario Creates

Attachments:

Appendix A — OGS program agreement.

OGS_City_of Kawarth
a_Lakes_Agreement_2:

Department Head email: |barrie@kawathalakes.ca

Department Head: Leah Barrie, Director, Development Services
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